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WHEREIN 


The Bein and Attributes of GOD, the 2 
A oſtaſy of Man, ahd the Credibility / 
the Chriſtian. Religion, are demo-“ 
11095 by rational Conſiderations. 13 
And the Divide: Miffioh of our bleſſed“ 
Saviour prov'd by Scriptute- Arguments, 
both from tHe Old Teſtament and the [] © 
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use 
HE ee ſt 8 Author 
of the enſuing Diſcounſes useds not 
any Epiſtles of Commendation 20 
ſuch as are acquainted wirb His 
Derſon and Charatter : Whoſe" 
| Praife is in thè Goſpel thorowout "I 
all the Churches in thoſe remore' pares,” where 
Divine Providence has ca #'Dis o. Neither 4+ 3 
be unknows to the Publick : wtich) bas been 
vaur d with. 8 leſſer "Writing s of Hie, 
merly publiſh'd.on ſpeciui — ; thats 
have left on the 33 f thoſe ꝛbho have rea 
Jen, 0: grateful Reliſh, and ſuch an Idea of 
Ar. Dickinſon's peculiar Genus, Capacity an 
Judgment, as cannot but prepare them to cones” 
wh raiſed Expettations and a particular Guſt, 
wrhe Peruſal of the following Tratts: Whichits 
auld therefore be as ſuperfluous to recommand _=_ 
och, as it world be thought vnin in 106 tu att 
pprofuſe Encomium on them for rhe ſake of others z7- 
lee ould the known Modeſty of The yes 
ual e my in taking this Lilef y. 
4 2 Only. 
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er and Godhead) 20 "phe ure dunn 
al} acheifticah Pretence n. 

De ſecond Svrman gives us"rbp Nals; Evi- 
denies of out ApOſtacy from GOD : en 
cores us into a: daligbhiſul Medirurion on our 
Nevovery by à Mediator ; -produring* 4 artery 
_of preſumptive.\ Arguments, many fair am Tags 


ill find the Beams Of 'Divin: 228 "eo; 
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of «be Arrribures df GOD ; urs r 
i abe Narnre and Neceſſities of Man, and Con 
BY duotuene/3-r0-08? preſons Welfare am futur ver- 
ta/ting Happineſs are ſe ig View; an n naomerous 
Train of Arguments drawn together in a 
bende and por ſpicuous munner, that deſorue a 
very artemive C on, aud 'which u 
bude admitted o à copious lay, Hul mt dle. 
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Mediator berteens G but Men, he. Man 
CHRAST JES; and by my infallible 
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4 loud: Teftimony from Heaven, that he is 'tha_ | 
predicted Saviour, and juſtiſies his Claim tothe 
high Titles, Perfections and Relations, attributes 
to the Meſſiah in the prophetick Deſcriptions of | 
his Perſon und Kingdom; all which, being, of \'vs 
Divene Extraction, conſequently plead a Diuine 


Veracity. N Nes \ 4 © Ba Oy 

+ The fourth and laſt Sermon is upon the Argu- 
ment from Miracles. Where we have the. correct 
Notionm of a Miracle breefly. ſtated : In the next 
place Matter. of Fact aſſerted, that there were 
true and proper Miracles wrought by our Lord 
FESUSCHRISTZ, in bis own Perſon, und 
by bis Apoſtles in his Name: Then its feu 
bow' thoſe miraculous Operations illuſtratt the 
Verity of his: Divine Miſſion, and the Certainty 
of his being the promiſed Meſſiah (in Aiteſtation 


ro which Character, aſſumed by him and aſcribd 
to hin, they were all perform'd ) and ſo inſer, ly 


r ju Coneguence, the Huth and heavenly Ori- 


g. of the New Teſtament, that admirable | 


Collection of Divene Revelations ; which being 
written by 'snſpir'd Penmen, has been preſersd 


E and\tranſmitted in aut heutick Copies, without any 
material depravation, down to the preſent Ag. 
HBiaih, the Author: haping thus demonſty ated, 


the Divine Authority aud Reaſonableneſs of the 
Ohriſti an Inſtitution, ſputs up the whole with 
fome-quiſe and good Rules, to ſettle the Minds of 
wavering Profeſſors, and direct Perſons conuin- 


eed-of the Truth of Chriſtianity in general. (but 
e a Loſs, among the varsaus Diviſions. of Chrif-- 
tendom, which Perſua ſion on Party to joyn uiii 


Choice, 


Lom they may reſolve ar. Hours: fie thein 
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Oboice, and derermine in ar hat particular Way, 
Mode or Form, they may beſt ſerve CHRIST, 


to his Acceptance; and their own eternal Aduan- 
2 . Thus T have given the Reader a ſhort and im- 


Perfect Table of Contents ; a View of the principal 
Hope and Tenor of theDiſcourſes here exhibired to 


 thepublick Light. They are ſurely upon the no- 


+ Beſt Subjects, ſublime in their Nature, uſeful in 
| zheir Tendency, and ſeaſonable for this 'ſceprical 


Day. Aud by a particular Application of them 
ro the Ends of Practice and Devotion," which 
runs through and enlivens the Workzit is adapted 


to #mpreſs and engage the Heart, as well as ein- 


Play the Mind; to warm the Chriſtian, as well 
as pleaſe and improve the Schola. 
In peruſing this little Volume, the Reader m 


¶ſummon his thinking Powers to 4 vigorous: At. 
3 zention, and call up his moſt devout Reflections: 


The ſeriouſneſs of the Theme demands the latter; 
and the Variety, as well as Connexion of Argu- 


nent, the former. And when you have delibera- 


— 


ted over the following pages; I doubt not your th 


le ready to break out in the Language of the A. 


Foſtle ; This is a faithful Saying, and worthy of 
all Acceptation, that CHRISP-JESUS : came 


into the World to fave Sinners. Without 
Controverſy great is the Myſtery of 'Godliheſs%; 
OD was manifeſt in the Fleſh; juſtified in the 


Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached unto the Gen- 
tiles, believed on in the World, recewed up 
into Glory. And G00 ſorbid, that I nqqud-- 
dt fave'in the Croſs of our Lord JESUS 
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| 
av e 


* 
— 
5 » 


Lg * The Pats as. 
Dun el fee what aluundant Haenours ING 


| aid 0 Chriſtianity, in the ſplendid protons t 


its Iutroductios aud Eſt ahliſameu: in 1h 


extraordinary Succeſſes that crows it, auh? 
Entrance into the World ; which * 


made its folemn 
ſpread its Fame, aud juſily recommended it ta the 
dg Efteem and Admir ation of ſucceeding Ages. - 
You. wild (find, that t he any wiſe GOD our 
Seuiour Has taken all poſſible Care for our Sa- 
tisfachion in the — of \revead Riligion, 
and dogs mos challenge our Belicf of th Goſpel, 
without giving us ſufficient Grounds ; whether im 
xegarl-of. the interval Signatures of truth and 
Rega Auſeparalie from it, ar the external Ma. 
iu, of Credibility that arcompa uy it: ' which: 
conſider d — —— do put it beyond all rational. 


Daubr, aud muſt veeds produces moral Afurauce | 
of ts. heavenly Original, in every one h u] 
allow himſtif carefully and impartially 0 erm 


he Cxedentials it brings\ with it. 
Hure Tam, You will ſee all the Marks af; Di: 
vinity 
au anna doubt but you N be ready ta Jay 
ith the Apoſtle, 
pel of CHRIST. : Tho' I ſuffer R 
.. Chriftian, nevertheleſs I am not a 
I know whom I have believed. M will ſee 
the Apoſtle had good Grounds 
tian, Be not athamed of the 
Lord, nor of me bis Friſpner. 
Don will rather turn 4 Roſan — 
Way, and bs aſbam d 2 wg 
——— * deride a Rehig 


ſe warnte of the bleſſed GOD ; ſo nfl 5 


1 


. ——— 


enoſt evideat an the Chriſtian Taſtitut ian: 


I am not aſhamed of the Gof- 
has a. 


med 3 for 


that Exborta- 
eftimony | of our 
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the invite Dignity of the SON of GOD; fo cal. 
culated every ray to the true Principles of Reaſon, 
® and to the Exigencies of our apoſtate Condition; 
% forrif/)4 with Arguments of the nobleſt and 
2 ftrongeft kind; ſo long triumphant over all oppo- 
8 ſirions from Earth and Hell, and in ſo many hap- 
py Inſtances from Age to Age the Power of GOD 
| unto Salvation. All which Conſiderations ſerve 
| 70 aggravate the Guilt and Folly of Unbelievers; 
to diſcover the juſt Reaſons of their future Con. 
demnation, and detect the Vanity of their preſent 
Pretenſions ro natural Religion, while they ri- 
diculs a Revelation, the Credit of which is ſo 
Divinely ſupported, and the believing Entertain 
ment of which is indeed no other than 4 moral 
Doty, founded in the natural — of Things : 
it being a moſt fit and reaſonable Thing, that we 
2 ould ſubmit to credible 7 2 * and if we re- 
ce ive the witneſs of Men, the Witneſs of GOD is 
greater. He therefore that believeth not GOD, 
in the Record that he gave of his Son, and ſa 
maketh him a Liar, does herein act contrary to 
the fundamental Law of Creation, and muſt 
needs ſtand condemned of himſelf, 2s well as of 
all about him, as the Shame and Diſgrace of 
Suman nature. Surely all truly rational and 
F/erious Thinkers muſt inwardly bluſp for ſuch & 
one, and be aſham'd of his abſurd and guilty Pre- 
judices againſt rhe Goſpel of CHRTST ; when 
they ſes the Frenzy and Perverſeneſs of conſtions 
Infidelity ſo expos'd, in a glaring and convincing 


1 > & W 0 wm 


r 


7 


. 88. 
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rd 5 as in the ſubſequent Diſcourſes; arhic 
bus uy make ir appear, that no Man rejetts the 
- Pronciples of Chriſtianity, becauſe bis Reaſon 
t A. A ; 


* 


tuns 


runs Counter to them, but becauſe his Luſts con- ,, 
Trout his Reaſon and debauch bis Judgment, r ® 
A depraved Bias upon bis Will, and commit a 75 
Rape on bis Conſcience, by their infatuating , 
Charms. Hence it may be obſerved, theſe Latitu- of 
dinarian Moraliſts are generally as libertine iu , 
heir Practice, as in their Belief, and ſhew as lit- 25 
rie of the Man, as they pretend of the Chriſtian. e. 
Hain, You will be aſham'd of thoſe throng W 7 
ng Herds in Chriſtendom, f unprincipl'd implicit WM 7; 
Believers, who are ſo ſupinely negligent and ig- | fer 
norant in Divine Things, that they take the UN, 
Chriſtian Profeſſion upon blind Truſt, and not 707 
out of Conviction and rational Choice; ſtupidly | of 
bed by Education, popular Faſhior, publick Eſta- 50, 
bliſoment, Antiquity, or the like ignoble Attrac- g 
zives: without acquainting themſelves with the Ithe 
sluſtrious Proofs of the Divine Authority of the Yes 
Goſpel, or indeed with its important Informations. | at 
So that they are: unskilful in the Word of Wy 
Righteouſneſs ; have need that one teach them Mor. 
which be the firſt Principles of the Oracles of n 
GOD ; and have nothing or little more to plead. 
for Chriſtianity, than a Turk for the Alcoran, 
or au Heathen for his national and antique Sus; 
perſiition : while yet the Religion of Chriſti ans 
admits of rhe moſt. rational aud ample Apology. 
But ſome have not the knowlege of GOD : 

I Ipeak this to your Shame. 
Again, You will be aſham*d al/o of rheſe 
aſſuming and impoling Chriſtians ( whether 
 phariſaical and bigotted Papiſts, or too ſymbo. 
l lizing Proteſtants”) that adulterate the Inſittu- 
tions f C HR IST, deform. bis Religion, and in- 
E n Sr 6 vad 
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vade his Prerogative, who is ſole King and Te- 


giſſator to his Church, and the only Lord of Con- 
© /cience, by mixing their own preſumptuous De- 
vices, or the anomalous and ſpurious Inventions 
F others, in the ſacred Affairs of the chriſtian 
Sate; + by ſetting up unſtreptural Officers in 


the Church of CHRIST, by making new De- 
| crees and Conſtitutions for the Subſtantials of 


8 Eccleſiaſtical Polity, by framing new Articles of 
Faith, new Parts or Modes of Worſhip ; and 
| ſeverely enforcing their apocryphal Innovations, 


Rites and Tenets, by ſecular Penalties, or rigo- 
roufly obtruding the ſame as indiſpenſable Terms 


| of Communion, under the ſpecious Colours of A. 


Poſtolick Tradition, Uniformity, Decency, Edife- 
cation, and the like: So ſhutting the doors of 
the Church againſt mauy, to whom d reaſonable 


Charity can't but hope our Saviour will opeu the 


ates of Heaven; and rudely refleting too onthe 
Wiſdom and Fidelity of CHRIST, the great 
Truſtee of Divine Power,and Diſpenſer of Truth 
and Good, who has g. ven us a Syſtem of Princi- 
pies and Body of Laws, in the inſpired Records, 
hat muſt needs be a perfect and deciſive Stan- 
dard ; to which nothing eſſential is neceſſary, 
yotÞing lawful, to be added, and by which every 
hing in the Service of GOD is to be try'd and 
Vegulated, aud all our religious Inquiries and 
Dbſervations bounded.  T hough, awe confeſs, human 
zuides are appointed by him, for the clearer un- 


þ 


See an excellent Sermon of Mr. Dickinſen's on this Subject ; 


©, where the true Boundaries of Church-Power are particularly . 


Souſtder' and fer in rbcir proper Light: 


CoD: OM derſtanding 
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_ The Prxzracr 
derſtanding the Myſteries of bis Dottrene, tha 


N \ * : 
* 


Order of his Houſe, and Lars of his) Kingdom, 


and for promoting the Belief and Obſervation 


chere Not for that we have Dominion over BW 
your Faith, or Conſri2nce, but are H=lpers of 
your Joy; and your Servants for JESU) ſake. | 


| 4 Oraceede 5 on, rh ny fe) 
Lou will be athani'd Iikewi/e. of thoſe un- 
evangelical and pretended ) rational Chriſtians, 


evbether Preachers ar Profeſſors whoſe favourita- 
ropick is the Religion of Nature, aud ærheſè dar- 

ting Rules and Afotives are of the Pbiloſophick 
ind; who leave a crucified JESUS very much | 


our of their Schemes of Divimiy, and male but 


bittle uſe of this blefjed Mediator of Atonement 4 


and Interceſſion, iu their Devotions aud Dealings 


e GOD : who teach the Principles or prac- 
#;ſe rhe Duties of natural 25 <with little 
| edeemer, or Ree 


or. no explicit Reference to a 

Action of Things to the Goſpel- Model; and pay 
4 very cold Reſpect to the grand Peculiars of 
zhe Chriſtian Revelation ( though ſo nearly con. 
weted with Salvation in rhe Goſpel-Covenant, and 
#n the Reaſon of things) whether Doctrines, re- 
dating to rhe Perſon, Character, and. Offices of 
CHRIST, diſtinguiſhing Grace, ſupernaturak 


Tfuſian, imputed Righteouſneſs, final. Perſeve- 
Fane, &c. or Precepts, concerning Covenanting | 


% GOD, relying on C HR AST, living by the 
Faith of the Son of GOD, and doing whatever we 
do in his Name, praying withthe SPIRIT and 
"calkiug in the SP 1R I, diretting our Aims to 
the Glory of GOD as our laſt end, and (in a word) 


conſulting and applying the Goſpel of CHRIST, 
aan * as 


ba as our compleat and unerring Canon of Faith 
», © Ritual of Worſhip, and Rule of Morals, as well 
© as Charter of Privileges aud Gl-ſfings. Alt 
Ebaphich is ſo vital to Religion, ſo ccincident wit 
Aboſtolicꝶ Inſtruction and Example, ſo congruent 
ro the Temper and Complexion of primitius and 
ound Believers : but ſcandalouſiy neglefted, or 
sndifferently regarded in the preſent day, by many 
© Profeſſors and Preachers even in the reforming 
Mord, to the great Grief and Regret of ſuch as 
rare jealous for the Honour of CHRIST, aud 
ck © zenderly concern d for the Souls of Men. | 

00 Further, You will be aſham'd of theſe heres 
ut tical and wild Opimoniſts, who profe fſedly receive 


ut 8 Goſpel Revelations, and it may be in pretence 
175 W preach CHRIST, but do miſerably abuſe, torture 
and pervert the Scriptures, to their own aud 
tle. Rerbers Deſtruction : As alſo of rhoſt enthuſiaſti. 


cal Perſectioniſts (ſpiritual Men, falfly fo called) 
who att in Religion by no certain ſtated Rule; 
but by a variable fanatick Impulſe on caprictous 
Humour, and vainky boiſt of thoſe ſuperior Ligbes 


re- NNeceſii of miniſterial Teaching and outward 
of {Or 4:1nances ; and hence they explode rhe Sabbath, 
ral aud Sacrameuss, aud Diſcipline of the Gojpeh, 


be- Nr boſe bleſſed — of infinite Wiſdom and 
ing Grace, as obſolete, and uſeleſs Superflutties. ©. * 
the You will be aſham'd a of the many: carnal. 
we and inconſiſtent Hypecrites, Fools in Hraal, "who: 
and «93:42 they name the Name of CHRIST); de nos 


to 
7d) 
. 

as 


depart from Iniquity ; and though perbaps ar. 
viſe Cealots for [ops diſputed matters. of Doftrine) 


The PaEFPAcR. | i 


and Refinements, which they think ſuperſeds all 


thodox Scripturifts, punitual Devoeiioniſts,and pr. 
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or ſome affected Formalities in Religion, yet are Me: 
ſhameful Delinquents in point of Morality, and the 
live in open Defiance to ſome eſſential Precept 
of the Goſpel ; are public Blemiſbes to the Chriſ- af 
rian Name, by the moſt viſible Indications of a # 
worldly Spirit, by profane Speech, or a diſſolute WF : 
Behaviour : and thus give Scandal to weak Be-| 
lievers, and take the moſt probable Method to 
harden Infidels in their Averſion and Diſguſt to A 
the Chriſtian Faith, by practically renouncing it 
themſelves. Such therefore. the Apoſtle condemns qui 
as Enemies of the Croſs of CHRIST, and re. 
quzres the Churches to extrude with ſhame, as un- eli 
worthy the holy Communion or even common S. fo i 
ctety. | N 
In fine, I will [ay to every humble and pious 
briſtian, You wil} upon a ſerious Review be a- 
Pan devendf yourlelves alſo ; from aConſciouſneſs % 
| 3 . of your being ſo unſtudy'd in the glorious Geſpel, 


its rich Contents and numerous Proofs ; ſo untur- W 
- niſh'd for the Vindication of your holy: Religion Wy 
gain the Aſſaults of its many Oppeſers; ſo i 
unaffected with the amazing Grace o God in 
. | the Evangelical Diſpenſation, ius tranſcendent 
= Fulneſs of Light and Glory, its extenſive Spread Wt: 
= emong the Gentiles, and yet the aſtoniſhing Diſ-" 
minction of Providence, in revealing it to ſome, 
| while it's hid from others; — ſo unthankful 
foreits great and precious Promiſes, and incompa- 
xable Bewefir ; fo infirm in your belief of its po- 
culiar Diſcoveries, and ſoon ſhaken in Mud by 
the impotent Cavils of various Seducers ; ſo wa- 
. vering and languid in your religious Reſolutions; g 
ſo remiſs in your Endeavour of Obedience to its War 
* | excellent 


F 
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are excellent Precepts; ſo indole nt and careleſs about 
nd the Propagation of Chriſtian Nuo lege, among 
pts ſuc h as fit in Darkneſs and are periſping for lack 


Vi ion, while you fit under a meridian ſhine of 
Fa We Sun of Righteouſneſs. 

ute In a word, You will be aſham d that you have 
Be- little of an experimental ſenſe of rhe Power 
to ind Truth of the Goſpel ; and that you are no bet- 


Er able to ſet a Seal hereto, from your own per- 
Yonal and lively Experience of that Communion 
vi: CHRIST (in his Word and Ordinances 


re- ePtich is ſo congenerous to the new Creature, ſo 
un- Meliſping to the ſpiritual Taſte of a real Chriſtian, 
So- fo tmproving to Divine Knowlege and true Ho- 


es; and the Want or low Degree whereof 
ous r many Profeſfors is ſo juſtly the matter of our 
a- Pournful Obſervation. | — 
refs I doubt not you ⁊ill find ſuch Reflections and 
bel, Neſentments awaker'd in you ; while with a due 


ur- Mopplication of Mind and with ſerious Pauſes, 
ion ¶ ouring to enter into the Spirit of the Author 
ſo d Importance of the Subject, you peruſe the fol. 


ing argumentative and pathetick Defence of 
rarity. Dull fect uneaſy Senſations & Re- 
tings in your thoughtful breaſts, with refpett to 


„ur ſelves: and muſt needs bluſp and be aſhamd 
me, he Multi udes of gefeEtive Chriſtians, who fall 
ful der any of the preceeding ignominious Characters, 
pa- oppaſite to rhe true Genius of the Goſpel, and 
Po- e, to the Credit of its Divine Founder. 
Aal now let me recall your Thoughts to The 
wa- Nove. Hint concerning Experience: upon recollect. 
ons; g which, that of rhe Apoſtle comes with a pecu- 
its Wor weight and fore on my mind, He who be- 
eus 8 | | lieveth 
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Reveth en - the Son of GOD, hath che WITNESS INV 8 
HIMSELF, 1 Joh. 5. 10 ---- 4 Text that I would com- 


mend to every one for their frequent ſolemn Conſideration s © 
and gladly could I on this Occaſion expatiate upon it in 
ſome pertinent and afſeting Meditations ; but that in fo 4 
doing I Gould too long detain you, and much exceed tbe 
Proper Limits of a preſatoiy Epi ſtle. 1 will baſten there- oF 
fore to a Cloſe, with this Hint. . = 
It fooulld be our main Solicitude, our frft De ſire, that © 
the SPIRIT of CHRIST may cauſe the Light of the glo- |; 
| ious Goſpel to ſhine into our Hearts; and teſtify to tt Ka 
Perity and Divine Extract, by making it inſtrirmental, 
through bis concurrent Efficacy to an indelible Impreſſion of 
e Image of CHRIST on our Souls : And let it be our next 
and conflant Care, that by viſibly exhibiting this inaward Ft 
Experience,tn an active Life.of univerſal Conformity 10 be 
Bram is and Laws of Cs T, coe may give a ſolid Atteſ- ? 
aon to the Reality of cur Faith, and adorn the Doctrine 
A GOD our Saviour, as it becomes us, in all Things: g 


” 
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® 


[3 
ä 
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and thus evidencing our ſelves ſincere Confeſſors, living 
witneſſes. for CHRIST, wwe may hope for his, Approbation 
in this World, and a glorious Reception in the next. Ne 
To promote this experimental Religion, ani ſpread the 
genuine Spirit and practice of Chriſtianity, be ultimate 
Deſeen of the following Eſſiy on the Reaſolfableneſs of it. 4 


J 
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have Occaſton to rejoyce, in ſeeing this his Labour attended | 
with the deſir d Proſperity : and we have Reaſon to bel. 
thankful; for the Benefit of this valuable Publication. 
_ « Theſe, are the unfeigned Sentiments, and the paſſionate 
ms. Abbie 

Befton; Feb 29. cur chriſtiaf Friend, | 
1731, Zo 15 Tromas Foxcr or TR 
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nz yr the inviſible things of Him, from tbe ns 
n arion of -the Mord, ars clearly ſeen, being 
the 4 anderſtood by the thing rs that are magegguen 

ate Fs eternal Power — Godhead 5 v tha 
7 g ate without Eæcaft. L) bana: 


EE Z&3SEasoN is the dignify ing and 


= 


— 


Mos PISS diſtioguiſhing * property? of 
de * bumane nature; wheteby 
be Fi; Man, above the reſt — 


1 2 lower 1 is quan fied 
125 88825 to Kno obe y, „ and cope 
is Greater: - By which aloge Ve is. 

ff that Faith, SPM. which” it i 2 0 
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to pleaſe Cod; and even of believing that a 
firit Article, That God js, as well as that p 
He is a rewarder of thoſe that. diligently ſeek 8 
Him. Whence it follows, that He who 
has made us rational Centures, expects from 
us a reaſobable Service ; and * cannot be 
pleaſed with that faith, practice, or hope, re 
that is grounded on education, or common 2: 
opinion; and not the reſult” of rational re- B 
flection, or enquiry. fi. 
Ir muſt therefore be agreable both to 
our duty and intereſt, to enquire into the 5 
grounds of our holy Religion; and reaſona- Al 
bly to eſtabliſh our ſelves in thoſe precious 01 
Truths, on which we build our hopes; and e 
not to take them upon truſt, as I'm afraid m 
too many do. For which cauſe, I ſhall en- 41 
_ Geavour (God willing) to offer you ſome F< 
#2tzonal: evidences of the truth gf Cbriſti- 
anity : and (I hope) full convictien, that 
me have not followed cunningly deviſed fables, da 
in embracing the Chriſtian Religion; but = 


aal [bining in @ dark place, hereunto us BY = 
d well to take heed. And my frſt work is, h 

toilay.the, corper-ſtone of this building; and 

to take a.bricf proſpect of ſome of thoſe} 

Demonſtrations of the Divine Beipg and 

Perfections, which. we. are* ſo plentifully Wan 

Fprniſhed with, from the works of e 


N 
„K "5. 
"As 
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and Providence. For which end, I have 
pitch'd upon the words before us, as the 
:e& ground of our preſent meditations: where- 
in we may Note; LHCE7 C103 Ii 181 * | 
1. Tun Subject here treated of, which is 
the GLORIOUS GOD; denoted by the 
4 relative HIM, which relates to, & is con- 
nected with the foregoing verſe, where the 
Being and Nature of God are expreſly con- 
eee. Gs re 11 105 Are 
to 2. Tun ſublime immenſe Nature, and 


0 
Y 


he © glorious Perfections of the Divine Being. 
-( The inviſible things of Him] The things 
of God are not only inviſible to the bodily 
ad eye; but infinitely above the /earch of the 
id moſt exalted underſtanding, inſcrutahle, 
and incomprehenſible, to the moſt ſagas 


N- * f 2 . N Es. 4 
ne Cious of created Beings. For who, can by 
j. /carching find. out G e. | 


3. Tux cleareſt and moſt infallible cor= 
tainty of theſe incomprehenſible perfeRtin. 
ons of God, ¶ fre clearly {cen ] Though we 


wo can't ſoar to the interminable heights, or | 
dive to the boundleſs depths, of this Inſinits 


5 Nature; we have demonſtrative evidencs 
fe fs Eternal Power and, Godhead, wich 
Fe many. of his eſſential perfections. i Ne may 
ly beepfallbly certain, that there is a G 
in Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs ane 
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| Truth, &c. tho we know not the manner 
of His exiſtence, and operations 0 
4. Tus foundation of this certainty, or 
the means of our obtaining this clear vifion n 
ef the Inviſible things of God. [ Being under- I 
food, by the things thi are made.] We ſee in 
the 22005 by the effelt; and have brighteſt 5 
evidence, that this vaſt and ſpacious World, 
with its amazing magnificence, luſtre and 
harmony, was not its own efficient; did not | 
proceed from chance, nor could be the pro- 
duct of an Author unequal to the Work: 
Aud muſt therefore be the  Workmanſhip |. 
of an Infinitely wiſe; & powerful Being. 
J. Tur conſequence of this evidence, 
b. {S07ha? they are withou? exouſe. J The bea- 
des world, who know nothing of Gd, but i 
© what is viſible from ihe works UP creation be 
and providence, may there obſerve ſuch 
bright diſplays- of Infinite Wiſdom and 1 
Power, with other Divine Perfection, as > 
will leave their. © infidelity linexeuſables| 
— Bot we may more n N bo 
* words, in this 3 IIA] Ne 
; a ” . 5 Th; 
OrsRRVXTION, That the e Ni 2 
Yn and inan Perfacbions of Grd, arge. en 
"gently men I the wertes of o . 
—— has ion. $34 
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Tun 1 ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate; 
"0 Ly theſe following Arguments. 
I. I think it unqueſtionably evident to 
ſull men, that they themſelves have a Being, 
his cafe admits of no debate; no man br» 
ing capable to call in queſtion his 9wn ex+ 
Mence, or doubt of his Being. Whence, 
d, II. Ir is equally certain to every man, 
ad | * he has not a/wags been, what he now 
is. Within the compaſs of a few years, 
| ak were firſt begotten, conceiv d, & borns 
and have paſſed the ſeveral ſtages of time, 
unto the age, to which we are pow arriv d, 
{This no man can doubt of. Therefore, 
e, III. Ir's moſt ſure, that we muſt have 
| Four Original from ſome caH. An et 
t without an efficient, or a real. Being pro- 
5 Huc'd by not bing, is the moſt: palpable ab- 
by urdity, and the boldeſt affront to common 
ſenſe. This then is indiſputable, that 
de did not make our ſelves. | For before 
ec had a We were nothing, "could - 
* And it is equally chat 
r are not the product of blind unaQive 


2 P happen to ſpring out of nothing, | withous 
1 creating power or energy ? Whence 
M E. do we derive our Original? Nox 


= f vor Bens © they were not oer 
. $ | text, 
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Fbance. | For how could ſo noble a Being 
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tent, to command us into Being by their 
powerful word. Nor could ſuch noble, 
immaterial, 7b;nkingſubſtances,as our Sus, 
proceed from them in a way of natural 
generation. For its the height of  ab/ardity | 
to ſuppoſe, that a material 4 
py Being to a ſpiritual one; as we ſhall ® 
ereaſter conſider. But were it ſuppos'd, 

that even our whole man, ſoul and body, 5 
was begotten by our immediate parent, 
whence had they this: power ? Or Whence ,,, 
their own exiſtence ? If it be ſaid, that they 22 
proceed in a continued chain of ſucceſſion 
from their predeceſſors, the difficulty yet 
remains: For whence came the firſt link ec 
of this chain? It is equally alſurd, to apply hi 
fel &exiſtence,' or ſelf-origination, to the finſt 

our ſpecies, as to our /elves.i>--= Thus 8 
from the conſideration of our ſelveg, we are 
Jed to the cleareſt views of- an. Haien, wr 
"cauſe, by which we are what we: find our 1 
ſelves to be. It is juſt argning, Fſal. c. 3. 
Tt is He that bath wake US," 42 Ll We aur ki 
elbe. ; +: 

TV. 1rs alſo charly evident; that: alli 
thoſe other Beings, which are in the world, 
were-produc'd by ſome cauſe. We are not 
only certain of our own Being; but by hell 
fame intuitive c@tainty; we perceive mul- 
| © | bitucesP 


4 


to I's 


7 


Jritades of Beings beſide our ſelves. ---- IF 
le, ye look upward, we behold a vaſt magni- 
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4, 5 cent Arch, repleniſh'd with innumerable 
ral multitudes of bright and glorious Orbs; all 
TY TJof them performing their-revo/utions,. and 


diſcharging their appointed functions, with 
all the greateſt harmony, beauty, and order. 
d, If we look downward, we ſee this huge 
iy, maſſy ball of Earth, upon which we tread, 

abounding with a furprizing variety of 
ml animals and vegetables, each carrying in 
e em the marks of conſummate Art & Skill. 


on! Ap can we imagine, that this im- 


vet menſe canopy of the Heavens was ſtretch- 


nk Fed out, thoſe mighty gloves of light | 
ly 2 hung up in the air, and whirl'd round 1 in 
uſt their reſpective citcuits; or this 

WS with all its furniture, created and founded 
are Fn nothing, by their own efficiency ? Canwe, 
n upon the view of a moſt ſtately & curieus 
Ur 65 puilding, overlook the workman that _ 
t, ſuppoſe it to ſ ring out of not hing 3 0 
o make it ſelf ? No furely! theil work... 
dmevs the workman,and the cf the auß 


all Hrxcx then, the cbinequence is insvi- 
d, table, that tlie is ſome. great & glos 
dot Cane of our ſelves, and of every thing are 
theſe & know: And=this! Cauſe is wWhas Wa 


ul- call GOD. And hehe the very 
des, world 
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world-may diſcover the God that crvated | or 
the Heavens, and ſtretobed them out; that 45 
ad forth the Earth, & that which comerh | 
ut of it; that giveth "breath unto the people 
upon it, and ſpirit to them that walk therein, 
— .xlii. 5. For the Heavens declare the &,; 
glory of God, and the firmament ſhewerh His ar 
van? work, Pſal. xix. 1. bf 
i know of but one conſiderable Objecti- th 
on, againſt this reaſoning and concluſion, 
that ſeems worthy, of an incellignne mind ; 2 
which is this * 
Tur Porld, in all its parts, * bave E. 
al e All the mutations and revo- 
-\ Tations in nature, may have been effected by 
an Eternal lam ar propeuſuy; and all the 
kinds of Beings in . ine by ® 


y 
Je 
0 


8 Tuns Opjettion, athirſt la Gill wwe 
minds of ſome enquirers with - confuſion, gu 
while their thoughts are loſt in the bound- 1 
leſs Abyſs of Eternity. I ſhall thereforę 
take liberty to. be ſomething Partianlar, ip * 
anſwering it, | ti 
Tuar the World has not Eternaly ex- 
Med, is demonſtratively evident from this 
conſideration, Had the Univerſe been 
eternal, it mult} hate had 2 necefſary ex- i 
tence : [and wa ——_— 


Sow 
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ed Ithart either the whole; or any part of it, 
ſnould not have been, or have been any o- 
therwiſe than it is. For, if not — bv 
ſelf· exiſtent, it muſt derive its Being from 
Home cauſe, and conſequently have a begin- 
ning: and it muſt alſo have continued by 
1s zn Infinite and Eternal ſeries and ſucceſſion 
of neceſſary cauſes and effects. For if all 
ti- the cauſes and effects in an eternaliy exiſting 
World, are not neceſſary, but contingent 5 
that is, if they from their own nature might. 
de, or might not be what they are: Then 
the World in all its glory and magnificence, 
vor in all the ſymmetry, order, and perfection 
by Ibf its ſeveral parts, has for ever continued 
the py meer accident, without any cauſe or rea- 
by An : Which is the height of ahſurdity. This 
hen is maſt certain, that if the World be 
the Eternal, it derives both its being and conti- 
, guance from abſolute neceſſity. ( But is 
dt not maſt abhſurd and unreaſonable to ſup- 
reßhhoſe the neceſſary ſelf- exiſtence of thing 
in hat are evidently in their own nature con- 
j a and for whoſe exiſtence, there is 
* go more apparent reaſon or neceſſity from 
his he nature of the things themſelves, than 
zen for their an- exiſtence ? Is it not even cis 
r liculous to imagine, that from the nature 
le, r chings, the Morid muſt conſiſt of juſt 
Rat. « a C 8 ä ſo 


£ Die Reaſunableid/* 
many, and juſt duch dind-of parts: id © 1+ 
now decs, without any poſſible addition, 
&mination,or alteration? That the Earth, | 
or inſtance, could not have in its compo- 
fitian, one particle of ſand more or Jeſs, of 
tban it has, nor produce one plant or ani- 
mal, worm or fly, different from what it IF 
Sees Ard yet this is ne inevitable con- tO 
fequenee of fach wecefity : Pot ifthe whole 
be e hes duft mine u ts . 
equally 13 on * 71 

We nas 1 If the ord be from nitscown | 
nature wereſſary,ivisevery whereinecefſa gy; 
to every point of real or imagmarq hace. 1 
Fer hat may from the nature — the thing 
be abſent from one pluce, may notwith- e 
KAunding any nebeſſuy ꝛ0 che cdtary, be 
Ab ſenit from any baker, ——— 
from every place.” It being impoſſible . | 
chere ſhould be any thing in ane 
riore than another; to ambnitLomcſſiars 
What therefore apm, muſt be every 
where ſo, an ſo be Infinite, as well as rer Bs; 
fal. 'Nay and even ever y gend fare. 
cle of tlie whole World; m kame 
Argument be inne: For — mut be 
the ſame nraeſſity for all the parti, as for 
dre whole, as4befort obſerv id — do 
there 2 nn wot” 
Infinite 


9 
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it Nauk nice Bringe ata there are atomsof ſand, 
n, or rays-of * 1. Which is the Soden ab- 


th, 9. 
„ AGitmy 16 e. World exif Gromcainigh 
ſs, Wy, and all the parts of it neceffarily: per- 


Form — functions & ations ; 

it Then d is alf necefſury that they tor ever 
n=. Fo ſo, without any; diverſity, variation or 
Change. Nature muſt always act by inva- 
viable and immutable — in the fame 
order, with the ſame force, and to the 
fame effect. For what is from-the nature 
pf the thing neceſſary to day, will be ſo to 
1 morrow and for euer. And thus that man 
l be neceſſarily lives to day, muſt bythe ſame 
nec tive alwa ys 3 he that is in heath 


11 


ant ——— 
hat it need not be infiſted on. 

Iwill juſt” mentien e en 
ainft the etoruity of the mid, which 
Poſſibly may be more intelli gible, & more 
Faapted che cheep of my bearers, chan 
what I've already” offered: | 
Tus fuppoſitioniof the Woll wesen — 

„does neceffarily - contradict the - poſſibiliry | 
ef a /ocreffion in _ ching 1 


A | 
® 26x 
4 "= 
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For a ſucceſſion does in the nature of it im- 
ply a firf# and laſt, which are altogether "gb 
incompatible with Eternity, and cannot ni 
without | greateſt abſurdity. be predicated gf 
of a perpetual and unchangable duration. 
To exemplify this, The ſueceſſion of day 
and nigbt could not have been eternal; ſuch ei 
ſucceſſion naturally ſuppoſing, that either 1 
the day was before the night, or the nigbt ere 
before the day: If either preceeded, there 
was a firſt, a beginning of the ſucceſſion, on F 
this fide Eternity. Suppoſing the day was de! 
before the igt, it muſt either have had a wo 
temporal beginning, or an eternal exiſtence: ſor 
If the latter be granted, there could yet 
Have been no eternal /ucceſſivn of day and 
night; but an everlaſting day muſt have 
preceeded the night, had the [night com- 
menc'd never ſo many Millions of ages % 
ago; there being an infinite diſtance be- bei 
tween eternity and the remoteſt time: Nay 
more than ſo, had the day been eternal, 
there could never have been (upon the 
ſuppoſition before us) any night at all: e 
For from whence could there be ſo great l. 
a change in the eternal and immutable courſe x b 
of Nature? How could there be ſuch new ra 
revolutions in nature, when under the ſame M 
invariable laws, that had continued from t 
eiernity s ts --  _ 
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m- 1 might offer many other Arguments to 
her pbviate the Objection ; but what has been 
id is ſufficient, & poſſibly in the opinion 
ted of my wearers more than- ſufficient ;. L 
Here fore reaſſume the former concluſian. 

Is the World has had a beginning Cas is 
"demonſtrated ) there muſt. have bean ſome 
her Aut bor, ſome efficient ae by wbich it was 
gut greated and made. 6 

ere Having thus by a view of the creature, 
on Miccover d the Creator, and found evident 
vas demonſtration of a Divine Being from the 
da works of His Hands; Let us nextgpnphider 
ce: ſome of thoſe inviſible things of Him, which 
1 pay be clearly ſeen and underſtood, by the 
Pings that are made. 
V. Tnex the Eternity of GOD is engain⸗ 
Ryably evident from the works of Crea- 
on. We are not capable of a, greater 
de- gertainty of any thing whatſoever, than 
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ay If this, that there has been ſomething from 
al, Eternity ; “ ſince what has. not eternally 
he iſted, had a beginning; and what had a 
II: Meinning mult be produced; by ſomething 


Fat 


lic.” There cannot be a more ugreaſon- 
cle Eble ſuppoſition, nor a more glaring con: 
ewWradiction, than that there was a ine 


me heherein there was petfectly nothing For 


om Wt = there could have been nothing t all 
I Et. Ferpity. 


I 
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Biernity.” It being rather madneſs, than 'P 
weakneſs, to attribute Creating power and 
energy to meer nothing. This conſequence 
| —. * forces it ſelf upon us, that the 
Cauſe of all things, is an eternal, uncauſed, ; 
independent Being. Whence we may juſt⸗ 1 
declaim with the Ptalmiſt, Pfal. xc. 2. pe 
de mountains were brought forth, or u 
ever thou hadſt formed the Earth and 7e 9 
World: even everlaſting to ee | 4 
rho art Cod. 1 


wks Creation, that this Glorious Au- ix 
thor of all things is a Spiritual Being. We 
certainly know, that we our ſelves are 2 
thinking ſubſtances : The very meditation We 
Before us makes it evident, that we are Av 
capable of Thought, Reaſon, and Reflecti- al 

on; that our Minds can ſuddenly e to gi 


the — and even launch into the bs 
boundleſs Abyſs of ' Bternity, where they Wn 
have juſt now been. And whence do 
we derive this power Is it from teadl * 
unactive matter ? Impoſfible! for matter 
is it e utterly uncapable of hang, ud 
therefore certainly unable to Jace a 
| Thinking Being This may be brought ta, 

Wa Ons: =oo< If * allow 


thun 


f Critas: w_—_ 


an | thought to any matter what er ng muſt 
nd allow it to every particle ters and 
1ce thereby ſuppoſe as many thinking Beings 
the zs there are atoms in the Creation (the 
Properties of all matter being the ſame) 
he alſurdity of which ſuppoſition lies o- 
2. pen to every eye and it would be inodefs 
or gahſurd to imagine, that ſome certain com- 
th poſition or modification of matter can 
Auce thought. For — particles af 
natter, however pu 11 are mutter 
till; and if * — thought in any 
Jof the parts, there can be nom in the 
rubols, whatever be its: compoſitioniz ſince 
the Gele can have nothing, but vat it 
Feceives from the parts *. The tonſe: 
guende is there fore inevitable, that ſince 
Ti- all matter is from its own nature n 
to gily deſtitute of thnught, aur thinking ra- 
of tional /auls muſt derive their Being from 
me immaterial Author : It being u 
mpoſſible for that to be produced in the 
do ek, which was not in the power of the 
ead e noon Aud by the een 
1:4 2X2 200! 2 1 Js FEE] 
nd 110% ng an 8 120175 


a mor 
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glorious Spirit muſt have eminently in 
Himfelf, all the perfections of all the in- * 
numerable intelligent beings that now are, 
or ever have been in the World, were th 
Al contracted into one Intelligence : Since. 
they all depend upon Him for their Beings, 
capacities, and operations. And there 
cannot be more in the ſtreams than in the 
Foantain: ---- It is rational arguing in] 6 
E  Pſal/xciv. 9, 10. He tbat planted the ear, h 
Pall be not bear? He that formed the eye, 
Joal Hr not ſee? He that teacheth: mas kx 
Arme Wall not Ile know. e | 2 
Ir theſe ſpeculations are too Philoſopbi- 
ral for ſome of my bearers, the Argu mem 
may beo propoſed in a more eaſy and fa- 
miliarz manner. It is plain to every ca- 
pacity, that we have /ouls: as well as ho. 
dies; that Our more noble part is a thinking) a 
intel. gent pirit, that there are and have . 
— del of ſpiritual. Beings: \ beſide 
dur felves; and thartheſe all proceed from 
ſomè cauſe, at leaſti equal to the effect, by | 
muſt therefore Himſelf be a Spiritual. Sub- 1 
Rance, poſſeſſed of all the excellencies of all 
other ſpiritual ſub ances in the World: of 
thetwiſe He mutt give what he has & ps 
and the hee, wult exceed ths Verte 
tauſe ; Which be is manifeſtly abſurd.: 1M 


| 


58 wel da | "Trays Go, 


2 
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in Tus by a reflection upon our own 
in- Souls, we have diſcover'd the neceſſary 


ruth of our Lord's Doctrine, Joh. iv. 24. 


ire, 
1ey That GOD is a Spirit. Let us now go on 
act to conſider ſome other of the Divine Per- 


gs, fections, legible in the Book of Creation. 
ere 4 And, 8 
the VII. Ir further appears from the things 


in Which are made, that the firſt Cauſe of all 
ar, things muſt be an Infinite Being. | 
„%%, Tus prodigious magnitude and amazing 


= extent of the Nuiverſe do loudly proclaim the 
© Tnfinitenature of its glorious Author. Tho 
Ewe can have but an imperfect view of this 
ene of wonders, ye may yet gaze. our 
NJelves into admiration and ſurprixe, hy what 
ca- obſcure and diſtant glances we are capable. 

50. df. If we go no further from home than 
ing this globe of Earth upon which we dwell, 
wel we have here a vaſt body, computed at near 
Eight Thouſand Miles Diameter, and a- 
Pove Two Hundred Thquſand Millions 
of Miles in its Bulk or ſolid content; which, 
muſt appear to every eye a M worthy; 
af an Infinite Creator. But as great as this 
ſeems to be, it is (as Aſtronomers inform 
Was ) exceeded in Magnitude by moſt of 
ehe beavenly hodies, and muſt be eſteem'd 


aut /+12/. in compariſon of ſome; of the 
_ D Plauets; 


234 


Mlanets ; eſpecially if com par to chat 
ſupendous Globe of Fire, the Sun. Now h 
we are fll'd with juſt admiration at the 
waſſy bull of theſe huge bodies, how ſur- 
prizingly great muſt be the ſpace in which 
they perform their revolutions !- 'The Sun} 
being eſteem'g above Eighty Millions of In- 
Miles distant from the  Exeth, and mich fi 
further from ſome other of the "Planets; 1 
which at thoſe vaſt diſtances, ate all ob- 8 . 
ſerv'd to move round the Sun, and yet ne- h 


o 
| 1 


ber to interfere, or claſh with one another! Un 


Herr we might make a ſtop, and adore: fin 
the inſinito perteRions of the glorious Au- 
tb of this s ſpacious ſyſtem of the San and F | 
Planets : But there are yet more diſtant, 
and greater Objects of Aſtoniſhment, that © 
invite Gr attention, the fixed Stars 1 
mean, which ſeem to fill the ſpangled 2 
cane py, and appear innumerable to the na- "It's 
ked eye ;-and yet vaſtly mote numerous 
when viewed through a Tele/cope, x hich i 
diſcovers Myriads of em not otherwiſr hi 
Viſible. Theſe being ſuppoſed at due di- N 4 
ſtances from each other ( as they certain- 
ly are) how Immen/e muſt bee the are 2 
which they occupy! And if eur medern In- 
Aftrononicrs ate hot miſtaken in a matter 
wülch bey think theinſelves pretty cars: 
tain 


Pre 


LE 


of: CuRISTIIANI Tr. re 


U * 
Hat 


ain of there is a new ſcene before us, 
ow which will captivate our underfianding,and 
the ptterly loſe our thoughts ; they ſuppoſe the 
ur- great multitude of fixed Stars to be fo man 
ich Juns, all of em endued with native igh 


Sun ind heat ; ; of like Dimenſions with our Sun; 
of and each of em accompanied with a 
ich fyſtem of Planets, as our un ig; and con- 
ts; fequently each af em occupying as great 
öb= 5 ſpace, as was formerly ſuppoſed in the 
ne- Whole Firmanent. ---+ This account of the 
= Univerſe, makes it appear many thouſand 

ore ſimes greater than is ordinarily imagin'd; 


a pod ſhould anſwerably excite our admiras 
nd ian and praiſes of the glorious Creator A 
at, Tontriver of ſuch a magnificent World. 
at Bur having thus long gazed at the pros 
1 Pigious Maſſes of theſe beavenly Bodies; and 


ed She immeaſurable ace poſſeſs'd by them z 
- * s time to apply thefe conſiderat ions ta 

.4 Purpoſe, and fee if we cant 
ch Wiſcover the Infinitend/s of the Creator from. 
iſe his view of the Heavenly regions: Which, 
11. 5 F we will but open our eyes, muſt appe ar 
os n thecleareft-lig bt. For it's manifeſt to es 


Ice | obſervation, that the Maker, Gnide, 1 
rn Super nour of the Lniverſt, muſt he al 
r ways preſent in every part of this income 
r- a ble Race (He could not elſe have 


1 


D 2 made, 
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made, nor could He otherwiſe ſuperintend, 
order, and direct all the parts, operations, 

and influences of this ſtately fabric) which 
is impoſſible to conceive, of any but an in- 
finite Being. 20 | | 
- Bes1Des, He that made the World, muſt 
alſo of his free will and choice, have or- 
dered and appointed the place of its reſi- 
dence; and nothing but His own pleaſure; f 
could circumſcribe it to theſe limits, or all 
confine it to this particular pace, in the 

boundleſs void, rather than any other. He th 
muſt therefore Himſelf be equal to all pace, 
whether real or imaginary; that is, He 
muſt be an Infinite Being, whom the Hea- 
ven, and the Heaven of Heavens cannot 
contain, as 1 King. viii. 29.” Which was i 
the thing to be prov'd. . And thus we ſee 


the Immenſity of that glorious Being, that co 
F Fitteth upon the circle of the Earth, that M 


fretebeth out the Heavens as a curtain; and be 
ſpreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in, lai. N 
SOR : ove 1 F 
I might here have urg'd the ſimplicity! ei 
and uncompounded Nature of GOD, as a 
further evidence of His Infinity : But this to 
would be to go aut of the way of my Text, w 
which canficies me ta the conſideration of ſe 
the Divine Perfectious, as viſible in the in 

2 DE | 8 works be 
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id, works of Creation; and I think what is ſaid: 
ns, js ſufficient upon this Head. I therefore 
ich proceed. | 
in» VIII. Tux Unity of the Godhead is alſo 
Flearly ſeen from the works which are made. 
uſt 'F For if there were more Gods than One, 
or- hey could not be 1nfinite ; two infinites 
ſi- being a palpable contradiction: And if 
ure Finite, they could not be the firſt cauſe of 
or all things; as is before demonſtrated. 
the Bxsipes, If there be more Gods than One, 
He they muſt all be either ſupreme, /ubordinate, 
ce, or co-ordinate, Two ſupreme Beings is a 
He contradiction in terms: for either one muſt 
ea» pe ſuperior, or both equal ; and therefore 
not either ſupreme. A ſubordinate God muſt de 
vas himſelf dependent, and could not have all 
ſee goings depend upon him ; or in other words, 
hat could not be the creator nor upholder of the 
bat World. It remains therefore, that if there 
and de a plurality of Gods, they muſt be co-or-- 
ſaĩ ¶Minate, which is equally abſurd: For were 
there ſeveral co-ordinate Gods, they muſt 
city either create the World conjuuctly or ſepa- 
is arately; not conjunctly, for if they join d 
this together in Creating the World, they 
ext, would all make but one firſt Cauſe, and each 
off ſeverally but part of the Caiſe; which be- 
tha ing fuppoſed, there could be no perfect 
7 RR Being, 
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Being,and conſequently no Gad: Nor could ert 
a plurality of Cos make the World . a 
rately ; there would then be no firft.Cayſe de 
af all, each cauſtd but a part of the . 
World. | | ( 
might farther urge the Unity of Ged, fei 
from His neceſſary exiſtence. ---» 1 have; - 
already demonſtrated, that the firft Cauſe #/ 
af all things muſt be Eternaly neceſſary : Evi 
And nathing can be capable of plainer de- Loi 
mouſt ration; for if there ever had been 1 
a time wherein He had not exiſted, He "Gs; 
could have had no exiſtence to Eternity, de 
unleſs We ſuppoſe a Cauſe of the firf Cauſe, | 
which. is ab/ard. -e Beſides, if all things 
were created by Him, He muſt neceſſarily 
be Himſelf ancreated, and being uncreated 
He mult, neceſſarily be Eterual: For what g 
at an time did not exiſt, can never come g 
into Being without being created, either by pſ6» 
it ſelf or by ſamething elſe. Now if we h 
ſuppoſe Gad to haye created Himſelf, we 
attribute to him altien before æwiſlenss 3 
Which is the groſſeſt ahſurdity. If we ſup- F 
pole Him created by any thing elſe, we 
ſoppoſe a Cauſe af the firſt Cauſ, as before: 
He mult therefore be ter ally neceſſuny; 
and conſequently can be but Oue: Fer if 
3 he poſſble that the World could be 


created | 
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i ereated by ene Efficient Cauſe ( Which 
a> "tan't be doubted ) there can be bük one 
ſe Yeceſſary cauſe of all things. Every thing 


ſe may be derivative and dependent, an 

ercfore can't be geceſſary. Whence it's 
fettain there can be but oe Cod, who 
ve as I've alteady prov'd') muſt* be a ne. 
ſe #fary Being. Thus we have cleareſt 
„: vidence of that truth, Deut. vi. 4. The 
le= Lord our God js one Lord. And of< that. 
en Cor. viii: 6. But to us there 7s * biif one 
He God the Father, of whom are al rhings, ant 
ty, de in Ha., ease em 7 


0 IF? 


ſe, IX. It is moreover apparent from the 
185 Works of Creation, that this glorious GOD ig 
„ Omsnipotent Being. I've alread' - provid; 


hat the Heavens and the Earth, in aff their 


Fo ular order, ſprung out of Both at the 
by werful, command of the! rear: Creator.” 

{Wherefore fince there is an inflfite, di- 
e berveen perfedtly mrbing'andlatly 
l Being, there muſt be Omnip fene imm 


wers of every finite Being wouldl th vain” 
deavour to create from NN. ring tht moſt” 


we: 


y 3 WE fpicable worm, or even a particle vf fand. 
if r Cas 1 obferv'd 9) there a ,EGũd 
be 


erna! opp ſition between meer n thing and 
_—_— : the 


* 
. 
n 2 
9 6. the * 


azing magnificence;' curious frame, and 


" * 
* 
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the moſt inferior creature ; and therefore? 
the vileſt inſect, or ſmalleit particle of duſt, 1 
could not be brought from non- entity into ꝶre 
Being, but by an Omnipotent arm. --- What #'* 
a ſurprizing ſcene then do the Heavens and vt 
Earth afford us of the great Creator s power? nu 
What leſs than an ALMIGHTY GOD ts 
could firſt find matter for an endleſs. train Ar 
of ſuch vaſt bodies, and then compole the ih 
ſtately fabric 52 
Axp I might er obſerve, that the 
creation. of the World cannot be the ex 
tent of the Creator s power : For if once 51 
poſſeſs d of creating 5kill and ability, He 
Muſt always retain it; and therefore could th 
Chad He pleaſed) have ſpent Millions off 
ages in creating neu Worlds, until their 
number had exceeded the utmoſt ſtretch h 
even of an Angel's thought. ---- And from 0 
this view of His Omnipotence, it alſo ap- 1 
pears, that he could (had it been His plea - + 
lure.) have created a like number of World 
in a moment: For there can be no limits to * 
Ami hty power. | Let us then diſmiſs-thili 
TA with. Elibu's admiration upon a like 
: occalion, ob xxxvii.. 22, 23. With God 
5 terrible ajefty. T. uche ng the. Almighty, 
we cannot find Him out; He is enkel in 


Power, ag 19 3 
| X. bo 


* = 
. — —_ 
* 


Ic [ 


fore} KX. Tus Infinite Wiſdom of the Zeator, 
alt, ;; alſo clearly manifeſt from the thin ius 


Into bre made. 


hat Ws have already obſerv'd, That whats 


and ęver perfection is found in the creatures 
er ust be firſt eminently in the Creator: For 
OD it's clearly evident, that what had its Being 


Ind beginning from another, muſt have all 
the properties of its Being from the ſame 
PVurce. If we apply this tothe preſent 
aſe, we ſtall find it neceſſary that He 
ex- Pho has animated our duſt and endued us 
nce with ſo much wiſdom, muſt have more 

Viſalom in Himſelf than all the men in 
uld the World, © fince all depend upon Him, 
ds nd can have no other ways of knowledge, 
9 r extent of power, than what He gives 
Y hem. The ſame may be ſaid wich reſpect 


ain, ho muſt therefore Himſelf de e 


ll "i "TRIP 
Witely Nee en eee 


La 
tog 


his 
ikell 


admira frame of Nature, do like wf 

Noudly proclaim the iH: Mahlen of the 

Creator; while the Whole; and every party 

1 %do fo viſ ibly conſpire to anſwer the great 
in ends of their Being. Should we confine 

our + ſpeculatighs! to che moſt inferior: mu 
* 9. x 10 . 441 UI 19641 7 voy? ; 907 ,\ 


FJ 


. 


BE 
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p- hich equally flows from the ſame Fun- 


THE 1 abs nd comrivance inthe © 


#* 


| 26 EY eee, 


of un Cresta onl ; how. many marks of® 
Divine Skill, that would honplus the * 
thoughts of the moſt enz en rer, 
— be found i 1A the leaſt pebble | What | 
a great variety lours, fmells, 
| = vg — uſes, are 1 in the dalle | 
flowers,...not to be ara > nor e- 
ven fully underſtood by: created. Wiſdom !: 7 
Ani — are they propagated by an un- 
fearchable./eminal vertis? Ho curiouſly 
form d, and admirably ad to the | 
ſeveral ends and uſes, are t fn op con · re 
temptible gnſeFs | What induſtry, conduct | 
w_l ſreming government, are there Bund , 
wich ſo inferior a creature as the Bee, that | 
even 3 the paticy & of Princes Gn 
Wich what wonderful be Aa yg 
let birds and beaſts adorn 
4 apparent fagarity do th ſervers 
the ends of their creation; eipecially in de 
their own preſervation, and Hu propag ating ar 
their kind! +» Theſe and ſuch like con- 
platine, do ſufficiently... diſcover. the 
Infinite 1 they Le order d, and 2 
does thus and direct all thoſe f ef 
minute and ere parts of the creation, of 
»Bur;if we continue mag view, . 1 of 
up our eyes te, the ſperiar parts of the or 
Verla, the ſcene will yet fucther open, 21 
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Iflaſn brighteſt conviction into our minds, 


of. CHRISTIANIEY: 


; of of the un/earchable Wiſdom of God. 
the How came. the parts of the Earth to co- 
er, here to eee >ARY nd not ſeparately fly inthe 
hat $9undle{s Who has given the 5 


Wis decree, 0 Lea it by the ore, & ſaid 
eo its pre be Hitherts Halt thou go 
e 2 no further '® Who has hung the Earth 
on nothing, and plac'd it jn ſuch due di- 
ance from the S0. that it is neither b 
too near appro: ches to that orb of N 
Eſcorch'd up and conſumed, nor by a too 
n 1 remote ſtation made a continent of ice 
Whois the farther of therain,or bath begorten 
he drops of the dew, whereby the Earth js 
ha f ater'd replenih*d ? Whence are thofe 
amazing & innumerable Orbs that auge 
1 the Sky, plac'd and kept at due diftanits, 
ith Wand hefd d in their ſeveral our/es, with- - 
out interfering and daſbing together, to the 
in} deſtruction of the World? Don't all thef . 
in and innumerable more wonders of Nat 6 


n- concur, to Naa that man even mad as 
che madneſß it ſelf, that can ſuppoſe any lower 
nd cauſe of theſe Fives than Izfnite M fen a 
ole eſpecially if he confiders 175 whole fraſe 


4, of this ſtately. fabric, with the diſpoſition 


life WY of is ſeveral parts; together with that fh 
he ordinatian, dep endance, relation, and v0 
n 7.2408 
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1 


4 


tual ſociety, . which is in the whole, and 


which each have to other. 


to find the truth we are ſeeking; we bein 


our ſelves ſo bright a diſcovery of it. 1 7 
we conſider our bodies, how wonderfully, 


are they made] what (aſtoniſhing art and 


4 1 7 


ere | Ia 
Bur we need not go ſo far from home D 


th 
di 
W 


| - N 
. al 


Hail appears in the variety of the parts, in at 


Frame, or fully account for ſo much as the 
orion of a leg or finger ? But if we re. 


.He& upon the wonderful operations and 
Faculties of the Mind, the /urprize Kill 
grows upon us. The nature of the Sul, 


with its powers of Underſtanding, Memory, 
Mil, &c. are beyond our ſearch, . and co- 


"aftohiſhment. Io 
- Axnp there are doubtleſs vaſtly ſuperior 
marks of art and Si in the Creation, which 
wie know nothing of. How can we then 
but join with the P/almift in his holy 
_ admiration of theſe things, in Pſal. civ. 24 
Lord, how manifold are thy works: in 
- WISDOM af ben made them a!!! 
. N XI. Waar 


per d from our view with thick darkneſs, Z 
Iike their glorious Author. - Well may 
cheſe and the like reflections ſtrike us with 


Fy 
Td 
8 


their beauty, ſymmetry, and proportion, 
their connection, dependance, and uſe 
Who can ſearch out the wonders of this 
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al 
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XI. Wnar hath been ſaid  utider the 
laſt head, doth likewiſe clearly diſcover the 
"me ¶ Divine Ommniſcience And ſhew us plainly, 
in Jthat He that contriv'd and made, that does 
direct and govern this magnificent "World 
with ſuch order and regularity, muſt have 
ind all things * and future in His view 
in 7 at once. 


LY 
— * 


br 
£8 
ooh 1 


on Fox had not the whole plan of theſe a- 
ſe 'l8 | mazing works, been before the Arcbitect 
hi He could not have contriv'd and diſpos d 
the all the innumerable parts with ſuch admi- 


re- rable g/ry, and ſurprizing harmony. And 
nd did not his Omni/tient eyes inſpect, every 


ſtillch atom of the Creation, and clearly behold the 
11, darkeſt receſſes of nature, it would be im- 
2 1 poſſible, that His providence could rake care 
co- of the whole World, and all the minute 


, parts thereof, as we "ſee it does. How elſe 
could they all /ubſiſs ? And What elſe 
ich could keep them from deſtruttion and con- 
fuſion ? ---- Nay, had not all things future 
ir been eternally naked and open to His 4 


ich ſearching eye, it would have been impoſſi- 4 
en ble, that He could have fo difposd em 


oly all, that they ſhould have for ever Cons 
24 ſpir d in their own mutual good and pre- 
in ſervation, and their Aurbor's glory. 
s therefore the natural reſult of theſe ſpe- 


AT | 3 
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culations, in Pſal. cxlvii. 5. Great is ur, 
Lord, and of great power, His UNDER. 
STANDING 5 infaire. * f 
I might {till continue the thread of dif iſe 7 
courſe, * by 33 deductions from 0 
the werke of Creation, find bri ghteſt eEvi-⸗- * 
. dence of all other Divine perf ious, Which 1: 
_ we have any notion of. He 
I might clearly prove, that the Aut bor aſl 
25 of all created gooancſ3, whether natural or 
moral, is Himſelf infinitely Good ; that the 
. fountain of all created juſtice, is Himſelf / in- 
Fnitely 74; that He whoſe Nature is Du 
_ bigheſh 77 ion, cannot be chargable wich * el 
any 46 Cas all fn and immorality 180% 
and muſt therefore be infinitely Holy; and 
that He who has made, does ſo carefully 
preſerve. and bounrifully provide for al % 
the parts of the World, is Himſelf ifi 
7 and Love. But the time wouldiWys 
fail me to particularly inſiſt upon theſe 
things; 1 WY theſe. and the like. conſe-WH; 
quences, are ſo natural and eaſy from what 
has been already obſerv'd, that they don't 
Ae te he largely inne . „ 


1 dall 8 now haſten to ah | 
4 e * oa 5 the Hearn ; 
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ſections, it's a natural Inference, that He 
ould be worſbip d in a manner agreable 


» 


mn to His glorious Nature. 


Tus is a truth ſo plainly legible in the 


ud js maſter ; if then He be a Father, where is 
ſe⸗ s fear.? Mal. i. 6. | „ 5 


Pur dependance Wan Cod, by praying to Him. 


met all che good we want or hops Toh, is 
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R. 7 Ie there be a Cod of ſuth infinite per- 


fon bondureth his father, and a ſervant 
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of our wants; not only becauſe we hare 1 
no where elſe to go for any ſupplies, but g 
becauſe it's à rational acknitwleds ment of ;; 
the fountain of our mercies, to look to Him $9 . 
for a our good; and to receive all as com- 
rom His bountiful Hand. This is an I. 
actnowledginent that a Parent expects firom® Th 
his Children, a Prince from his Subjects: and 
much more may the Eternal Majeſty Ex- 
pe& it from ſuch vie worms, and indigent 
creatures as we. We ſhould therefore 
come to Him with a deep impreſſion of ou 
own nothingneſs : For what are ſuch clodi 
of animated duſt, if 'compar'd to the Tu. 
menſe fountain of all glorious perfections? 
We ſhould come to Him, with a humble 
ſenſe of our natural unwortbineſs. For be- 
ſides our moral pollution (which I may, 
hereafter have occaſion to conſider ). wel 
are but poor potſherds of the Earth; bir 
clay in the hands of the ſovereign Porte, | 
and can therefore have no claim of favour x 1 
from Him. We muſt cotne to- Him with all 
humble reſignation & ſubmiſſion to His :; e 
For He is an Eternal Svereign; and very 
His abſolute, and uncontrolable d iſpoſe f f 
Tur ends of this ropoſed duty of ; he, 3 
are not to give C94 a neu e el with 2t 


que. Circumſtances | and neceſſities, or to 
: make 


. F< 


e: 
ut 
41 
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ave aake any change in His counſels. . No! 
but here can be nothing hid from the amin 
t of 0 Fig. Qmaiſcience, ee ee 
im feunſel, He is in one mind, and who can 


m- den Him ? Aud what His Soul daſſrath en 
an bat He dotb. But we ſhould pray to, Him, 
om that we. may be our ſelves fit recipients of 
and is Mercy: This, being a direct means to 
ex- Keep us bumble, and to awaken in us a ſenſe 

ent 5 * 855 indigent, helpleſs, depending, 
being wile a means to keep us 7 M 


ourk Fiss, x0 actuate our love to Hin, from 
od hom we. implore, andobtain all our r good ; 
nd to encline us. to, Jive to. Him, as ks We 


ive; r lin Him.. 
Tus prayer has a direct pee, thus 
eo excite, and. enliven dur 2 ious contes 
tions and. e(H1ons,js. ſelf-ev ev dent. Aa 
wel! 's,plainly obvious to every man's reaſon, 
| by that he is not qualified for the receipt df 
Aeray, that forgets both " God and 1s 
n ſaul ; that regards neither the bounty 
ha nor the een and . wil. no way | 
in; Ieeſtify. is Jependance upon not His 
W/ubjeition to Him, The very 55 of na- 
ture does ee preach that 0 
Pſal. xcv. 6, J. O! come let us mor ſbip * 
ik Le down, let us kneel bef. re the Lord our 


0 Maker, Er He is * r God, and Werare the 
' Profle 


ike 2792 


3: L . be Ratner 
$0 of His paſture, and r be Let 7 of 3 


bands. 
Ir againſt this it be objetted, that 'the 2 
EF glorious Nature of God is ſo. highly ex. 5 Y 
Alted above ft uch poor worms of ts ft al 
we, that we are too inferior creatures tc : 
be the objects of His care and regard: ef 
This Inſinuation diſcovers thoughts, al.“ 
together unworthy of ſuch an Orniſcient, 
Omnipreſent, and infinitely Perfect BE ING, 
Who without any pains or difficulty, 3 
ſpects and orders every atom in the Steg 
5 takes care ( as we may plainly ſee) 
of e 75 worm and fly, arrays the lilies cf 
_Fhe field, with, their beautiful cloathin} 
and provides ay even for the 'ravens off 
A valley, === Were any thing below Hi 
notice, whence could it ,? What 
could uphold it in being, or prevent its re- 
rn to its original cauſes e 
"From what. has been ſaid, it farther ap- 
\ pears, that we ſhould not only '"manifet 
our dependaute upon God by praying toHim, 
Hut our Gratitude by Thanksgiving & Praiſe 
Tnar Gratitude is a natural debt-to a 
Benefactor, and that our thankfulneſs ſhould 
_ be, proportion'd to the benefits retcived,art 
truths every where acknowledged. How 
when ſhould our hearts and months be for 


Ever 
* 
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, Ever fill d with praiſes to the infinite Fun- 
ain of goodneſs ; from whence ſo many 
the ſtreams of mercy are continually flowing 
ex. to us, and from whom we are continually. 
1 keceiving ſuch a variety and alfluence of 
\ . what is fit for our uſe, comfort, ſupport, 
Jornament, and delight! 


„ Bssiozs the wonders, of Redeeming love, 
Zand the mercies which refer to another 
Wife (which I hope to have a further oc- 
caſion to conſider ) the good things of this 
World only, which we all enjoy, give us: 
¶cauſe to rouſe up our grateful reſentments, 
ha that language, Pſal. ciii. 1, a. Bleſs the, 


* Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within: me, 
„ % His boly Name. Bleſs the Lord, O my: 
ul, and forget not all His benefits. 


I might further obſerve under this bead, 
that the conſideration of the Divine Per- 
ections, ſhould make us moſt ſerious, hear- 
ty ſincere, and ſpixityal. in all our re/igiqns:. 
eu tions. It's moſt evident, that this Ons. 
ulſcient eye can't be flattered and deceived, 
with any formal ſhews and ſuperficial pres. 
tences: For He knows our Tongs: 
off, ſearches our hearts and reins ; and has 
clearelt-views of our moſt. inward motions, 
and retitements of ſoul "Nor can He be 
pleaſed with our mocł- ſbeus of devotion, 
F 2 while 


* Ras” | 


while'we"flatrer Him with our lids, th 
t0 Him with our tongues, and have aur hearts 
far from Him: No Code is a' Spirit, & they 
hauf worſhip Him, maſt aha: 12 in e | 
an 1 Joh. iv. 9 ] 


Io Conclude, | 1 
II Tas Doctrine teaclieth us the lt ne- 
that we are in, of an intereſt in the 1 
favoir'sf this glorious Rod Fate & ſur- 3 
og rio es the vt 6 ought'of be- 
ing at odd with this eadful Majeſty; who 
Has made us, does preſer ve us, and can cruſn 
us int pieces in a moment; or fill us with un⸗ 
urterable anzuiſh, at His 5 pleaſure. Better 
would ir Be for us, that the whole Creation 4 
Mould conſpire ab miſery and ruin, than 
that the God that made us, ſhould-refuſe ro 
dude morty 3 hom u; and be Rock that form- | N 
= cis, un foew' us nv eu For if God | 2 
12 for us, who can be ft ur ⸗ It is there- IF. 
© fore a caſe worthy bf our moſt "/#licitous 
. ehiquiry, What are the means of obtaining WE 
the Feten of God? Hut the anſwer of this WE* 
cr ng be a to 2 Farther E 
WR: N 


1 


Th 
1 
1 
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or 


u 1 
be. a Fhe Apoſtate ſtate of Man by Nituw, 


ho And of the glorious Proviſion' made for 
um Fi | his ang 19 C11 


wy Y BY 
on pESUS CHRIST: 


70 v eus eus. eus. dei cen g: 
Ms | $ "R'owans' an 


wo 7 or when, we were yet. without Arength, in 
dus time. Chrift died d for. the ungod 4. 


g already demonſtratec the. | 
14 Being and Steen Perfection of 
2 25 Goa, Why and from thee inferr'd* 
= Had: our extreme neteſſiry of att me! 
tereſt in His favour, "Edit now 
according to my promiſe) to enquire? 
nro che way and means, of becoming ſus 
Ut ny "off yhis - Wye Wajtfty ; c bh in 
order 


: * al 


en 


fa 
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** f 
order thereto, to conſider, whether we att 


naturally 1 in g od terms with Him: And if of, 
not, whether He has made any proviſion '? wy 
be our reconciliation, and re-obtaining His = 

ft favour. Both which conſiderations $ 4 
. themſelves, in a manner worthy of, - n 
the Divine Natupe, and agreable to humane or 


reaſon, in the words before us: Wherein 
we may Note, 
„. TRI fallen apoſtate ſtate of mankind ,; 
Chriſ died for the UNZODLY, i. e. for 
ſuch as were in an eſtate of diſtance from 
God, of enmity and, oppoſition to Him. 
| Tus Text indeed gives us no light into 
te: of this gyilt and wo; but reaſon 
l s revelation plainly dictates, that 
ears with the merciful nature * 
t our g/orious Creator, and natural Lord, 
either to create us in an eſtate of in and 
miſery; or to reduce us to thoſe wretched 
circumſtances without juſt provocation: 1 
And therefore that rebellion and apa ſtacy 
muſt neceſſarily be the ſource of this cor- 
rrpption and pollution, as we ſhall more par- 
* ticularly conſider. | 
. Wu may note the awful conſequences 
8 our apoſtacy. He were without f rengtb. 
he original word here rendred without 


uu e very emphatical, and repreſents 
132 0 us 
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s in moſt languiſhin , helpleſs, & diſtreſſed 
tircumitances. It a jades to and is taken 
from the imbecillity of thoſe that are redu- 
Fed to the laſt extremity, and brought to che 
brink of the grave, by fore ſickneſs. 
3. Wz may note the Remedy provided 
for this 4iſre/5 ; and the means of our re- 
overy from this Jan guiſbing helpleſs ſtate: 
Thrift died for us. When all humane help 
Mail'd, and we mi ight have utterly deſpa d 
pf recovery by any created power, then tlie 
®Þlorious Sox or Gop ſtept in to our reſcue, 
* and purchas'd our Wee with His 
non wn blood. i ee > 
Wx may note 'the raſunableneſs o 
a 111 remedy ine — for 1 2 due TIME 
*Thrift died, &c. which muſt either refer to 
the time pre-ordaitied of God for this glo- 
*Fious deliverance," as ſome underſtand the 
_ ords; or rather to the fitne/s of the ſea- 
don, wherein our bleſſed Redeemer under- 
rock and accompliſh'd our ranſom. 
1 HE Miſery of the World at the inks 6f 
Cbriſt's appearing, by their univerſal de- 
pravation of manners; and by the deluge 
of Jaolatry, that cover the face of th 
| Earth; makes it appear to have been 4 8 
ſeaſen, for the glorifying the Divine kom- 
* pal. And the nion of the nations: 4 
| er 


1 


are 
it! 
iſion 
His 4 
ions 
* of * 
2. 
rein 
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den the imperial government, made it af 
n to publiſh the ſalvation 'Procur| 
Tor them. 

Byr for a more. diſtin handling th | 
words, I ſhall conſider them as. conſiſting? 


of theſe Two Propoſitions. * 2 
I. Thar mankind is brought into a / bei 
fol, miſerable, helpleſs ſtate. an 


_ II. THAT Our Lord Feſus \Chrift did 11 bb 
due time die for their deliuerance out af 
his ſtare. f 
Tux method 1 propoſe: to, my. ſelf, in diſ 
*epurſing upon , theſe Propoſitions, is % 
diftinly ſhew, that they are not only ro 
vealed truths, but alſo moſt, conſonant, an 
-agreable. to the igt ef reaſon, : A 3 
cas IpaGalongs make ſome brief R 
* way of Improvement. 1 
Prop. I. Ther mantind is ossi nn 
4 Fnfal miſerable and helpleſs ſtate. 
Tus, may be illuſtrated, by firſt offering 
"Hime ratio nal evidences of this awful truth 
and then by enquiring into the cauſe of 
roaſon of i it. . 
Fon evincing- the truth of the Prop 
gion, I, ſhall offer theſe Avllowing, con- tal 
Hderations, 24 
1. T's plain to every intelligent mind, Br 
-thata. rational creaturt ware x thy 
1% Ve ts 
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very one muſt upon fir ſt thought acxnow- 
zdge, that our glirious Craatur ſuſtains a 
gear relation to us as our common Parent, 
d the Author of our Being, on which ac- 
unt He juſtly claims our laue and reve- 
Fence: And that He has an abſolute /ove=. 
in geiguty and dominion over us, as our Lord 
nd King; whereby He is. entitled to our 
d n b jectiun and obedience. If then inftead of 
chat love and reverence which we owe do 
pur Heavenly Father, we ſet light by or 
difiſeſteem any of- His infinite Perfection: 
S tYOr if inſtead of that obedience, which ig © 
v nue to this z/ori0us King, we do thoſe things: 
hich we know to be contrany to His will ;. 
ve violate the firſt /aws of nature, and in 
110 a God. This is a plas os and ad- 
mits of no diſputeG. 2» 
Tux only difficulty before us is; how wer 
N all ænœ] what is the Mill of God. concern- 
©. us. If there; be no lau, there can be: 
mo tran/rreſſi>m:; and if ' God Has given us 
no manifeſtati n of His will, He can't ex- 
ſpect or require our cbedience; ©» unt 24 
AI anſwer to this Objectian, I muſt not 
cone take it for granted, that the Seriptures are 
a Divine revelation; that is yet to be pro dt 
inch But muſt cotiſider, — we cannot by: . 
504. the light of nature, "diſcover ſuch man fea - 
Fery 12 | G tions 


42 Lhe: Reafonablentſs” » | 
tions of God's will and pur duty, as will 
render our nonconformity thereto crimi. 1 
nal and ſinful Y?) a 
An if we do but contemplate the: pins 
fedtions of the Divine nature, this will ap- 
pear in the cleareſt light. For whatever g 
W _ to any of them, muſt de diſ - 
pleaſing! to God, and repugnant to Hi by 
Mill; 15 own! Httributes being what He # 
cannot but eternally and wechangeably 2 
and delight in. To — this, The * 
Agro, nature enjoins the belief of one God ig 
alone; and thereby teacheth us, that He ge 
is the only Ojeſt of property Divine and 
Raspel M: And conſequently that 
it is A violation of the /zw of nature to wor- 
pid other gods ; Or that any idol of our fre 
Angination ſhould be eſteem'd, lov'd, An 
tduſted, obey d, or honour'd as Cod. bi 
NMoxrOvIR, out own reaſon dictates to us, * 
that God is Himſelf infinite Recttude and ji 
Juſtice, and ehere fore, that every act of 
2muſtice whether it reſpects God or man 2 
its immediate objerf, is contrary to His Na- g 
Pure and VII. . Thus likewiſe does (God "ng 
appear to the eye of req, to be a Being 
of infinite Gi , and Mercy, whence it's 
manifeſt that an imitation! of this Diuiae a 
perfection in — clemency, anf 1 
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i nd charity is acceptable in His: fight; 
mis Mhile bitterneſs, wrath, hatred, cruelty, or 


— 4 ny acts of unkindneſs, are as contrary to 
Pers 1 


. 


is Mil, as to His mereiful Naturo. 
ap: By a particular reflection on theſe men- 
ver gion'd Attributes, much of our duty towards 


diſ. od and man might be diſcover d. And 
His by a ſurvey: of His other perfectians, we 
He, Higher find further acquaintance! with His 
oh concerning us; and thereby further 
I heF&vidence, that we are capable of ' /iuning 
Goiagainſt Him. The ſame thing might be 
He gemonſtrated by ſeveral other Arguments 
and pur J think few men in their dr wirs can 
hat fall this into queſtioß 

or- Wrar man will teach bis e that 
our eachery, fraud and violence are finlets 


"d, Und innocent? What Parent will inftreut 


"His edeſt on; that he may #1nocently,” if he 


us, ran ſecretly, take away his liſe to poſſeſe 
ind 


of 
Vond to cbedjence 5” but may without frat 

We init God, turn rebels, rraytors and to- 
20d icides ? {ee If mam be under no duty to 
ing Cd, and if nothing be en againſt Him, 
it's what a creature — man be, and what 


e would Barth be! n 31000 5 bo 


rel at the whole, it's moſt evident, that 
nd 2119 G 2 there 


bis eſtate > What Prince will —— ie 
dub jelt s, chat they are under no re/igious 


3 
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there are ſuch things in nature, as vertu f 
and vice, right and wrong ; this is Wa 
our own canſeiences continually remon- 
ſtrate, and what a Nati ns have alway; 
agreed in-. Whence that appears agreablc 
— the very firſt dictates of reaſon, in Gen! 1 0! 
v. J. I thou daſt well, ſhalt thou nt be ac. 
— 4 And if thou doh net wel, hi in liel Inc 
at the door. 
2. Ws, have: all a fad experience, that 
our ar or and chief inclinations, are to thoſe 
ways that are moſt repugnant unto the 0 
Ane) of the Divine nature; and to that res 
tude that God reaſonably expects from us. 
As ſoon as ever we are capable of action | 
the leading affectious and paſſions of the 
mind are manifeſtly irregular. and vicious, 
the appetits exorbitant, and the whole dent $1 
of ſoul aſter what is moſt 9ppoſite to out gre 
dity and happineſs : That if our tender dn 
age were without reſtraint and government, 10 
and a: Joeſe given to our natural inclina- h 
tions; we ſhould be worſe than the iν 
As colt, and be authors of deſtruction to 
our ſelves, and one another. With what 
cars and pains muſt our ft years be cul- W/: 
tivated ! With what perpetual inſtroct ions TI 
and admonitions mult the ſeeds of vertu f 
Ws Sa; in aur Minds | Ang with what 
| * filigence @ | 
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rt giligence and vigilance muſt the poyſon 
„ha fpcouts of vice and immorality be weeded 
on. p, in order to prevent our headlong pro- 
ay Frels in impiety towards Gd and man! 
able Þ Tnus we begin our courſe : And in our 
zen. note advanced age, what combat does eve- 
0 


ieth Ind paſſions, whereby he is even diſtracted 


=pels, or holineſs! How difficult a task it 
to regulate our appetites, or to hold the 
eins of our inordlinate inclinations and de- 
Fires! This is what the beathen World 


nt. Ang theſe jarring principles in their minds; 
na- N hich have iſſued in this ancient and com- 
ili non complaint, Video meliora, proboque, 
to cererisra ſequor. Agreeable to that of the 
hat Ap ſcle, The good I know, I do not; and when 
ul- ¶ wan do good, evil is preſent with me. 
ons Theſe things ly open to every obſerver, 
14/14 i{cern, that the 
dat imaginatioms 
ee 


4 . The 'Reafounhlengſs ö 
imaginmtions of the thoughts of th ar heart 15 
are eu continually, as Gen. vi. 5. 

3. Wr cannot but obſerve, chas the 
orcas part of the World do, againſt the 
tight of their own. reaſon, live in courſes | 
2 againſt God, and of diſobedience ro Him 
- How great a part of the World boy 
down to ſtocks and ſtones, worſhip the hf 
of Heaven, or ly proſtrate at the altars « 


ſome vile pagods ; while they forget th 
Sed bat made them, and — Rock" bw 4 


may ſo Gerken their underftawding s, as %%, 
farisfy their minds in this ffupid idolatry 
t their ow]n reaſon ( were that conſulted V 
would certainly teach them the fin & fol 
of thus worſhipping and ſerving the ion wc! 
more 1h an the Creator, who is bleſſed for eve pd 
A beſides this fuperſtition and idolati Aſi; 
whereby the Eternal Majeſty is thus di f 
Honour'd;” by the much greateſt part dre 
mänkind; How does Ju, and paſſion g- a * 
the victory of reaſon and principle, even i 

the moſt enligbrened parts of the Wor 4 
Whence elle are the ambition & tyranny | 
thi ravages, maſſacres, convulſions and 
confafions; that render the Eartb an Ace 
gam? Or whence the enormous act ion: 
Mu mes the injuſtice and fen 
2 the 
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arts Ihe malice and envy, the luxury, riot-and 


- *&ccefs; or other like ſinful and ſenſual pur- 
the its, that the 2»/} of the World are charge- 
the ple 'with Can the perpetrators; of ſuch 


s ol Nrniet ies plead ignorance? Dont they fu 
lim Fgainſt light, and wy, the frequent re- 
boy, 5 ö 


Tes certainly! To uf know God, they 
geri Him wt as God, become vain in 
| - eir imaginations, until their wt Brat 
4e ee, as Rom. i. 21. 5 


try our natures. 

ted WI xcx can ſuch corrupt Pets el 
t from à polluted fountain? And whence 
url Mych a progreſs of impiety,but from a wicked. 
and depraved nature ? What reaſon tan be 
en gn d, why men ſhould chuſe irrægular and 
dil fal, rather than ##nccent & ratio nal plea · 
t eres & ſatisfactions; and gratify their ſis 
cal — of their comfort, health, re- 
* Wutarion, eſtates, and every ching elſe chat 
= pleaſaxt and precious, as we ſee they do? 
hy do bold daring wretches, without any 
an pparent proſpect of pleaſure or profit, with 
n effronted bravery, defy Heaven it ſelf, 
Int rofane the AN Attributes, and cri 
ui ir o fouls £ And why do they ruſh 
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all reſtraints, Divine and humane? What 
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on in their fuful and irrational courſes, 2. 
gainſt contrary. convictions, and again Fe! 


CI ſay) can be the cauſe of all this, bu 
the pravity of our natures; and the curfedy £ 
enmity of our hearts to God, and all that is 
good? 1 Alt * 
Tnovon there needs no other hain 1 
2 us full aſſurance ot this /ad trutb; 
yet a particular view of the faculties, babe 24 
and diſpoſitions of our S, would give 
us further evidence, that our hearts are de- 
ceitful above all things, and deſperately ic. e 
ed, as Jer. xvii. 9. Y 
5. Tuns ſtate of ſin and pobution,- whichl Fe 
we find our ſelves in, muſt neceſiarily be 3 
a ſtate of guilt and wo. | pa 
Six in its formal nature is directly repug-l '4 
nant unto all the properties & perfettions. oi 
Cod; and is the higheſt affront and indignii of 
to Him. It is a contempt & denial of His h 
propriety in us, and dominion over us; as i 
is a refuſing ſubjection to His known wil. 
I is a contempt of His goodneſs & mercy; 
jn chuſing baſe and brutiſn pleaſuren, be- 2 
Bee His fav2ur ; and refuſing to be allutr' d of 


N. 


7 


7 


1. 


to KHlis ſervice, by all the ſweet attractives i ſo 
of His graci us providence. It is a hotrid im 
flight - and diſregard of His. Ong wit th 

an | 


'$ W, 


of CUUfSsTIANA Fr. 49 
nd Omni preſamce, that we dare ſin, T mr 
yery projence, & act contrary to Him 
Se know that our actions are open befoce 
Him. It's a daringo defiance of His 
Pnnipotenca, tor ſuch Wprnis as we to ops 
1 %ſe, as tho we could make bur party good 

gain dhe God ho made the World, and 
nt gan make ius etui to His flaming r 


th. pleaſure Niitses ot 
bi Ar iS u vile comtempt of His Holineſs 
iv | ad Pur ityʒ iu preferripg:the pollutivus of 


1 pur | own infegular. appetites, before the 


s % contompt — all His :ſtenibures; and dis 
ect enmity and rebellion: againſt Him. 
Fs ou this conte mplation, it's — 
E we wretchedly:deviare:from the 
great end of our 1Creationy both y the 
; 80 Habits ant acts of fin. N it's the Highs 
nit] of Rupidiry to imagine, chat ſunite Niſdum 
Hi hould make ſo noble a Being, for no hig 
s üer purpoſes, than to contemn His An. 
ib, Mutes, ſpurn His Autbority, and r 
cy; courſe of appaſation to Him. And the fame 

be · (conſideration lays open before us the gui 
doof a ſinful — For if rebellion and trea - 
ves ſon againſt an earthly S vereign be hy all 
tri men voted ſo black a crime, as to involve» 
* n rebel jn * quits and expoſe him i 
a0 o 
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to ſharpeſt revenges ; how much; more cri. 

ni nal and guiltymuſt he be, that maintain; 
a rebellion againſt the King of kings, and 
lives in a courſe of open enmity & defianc 
both to His Being & Government! which 

we have ſeen to be our caſgG. ie 
War kind or degrees of puniſhment, an un 
offended Sovereign: will inffict- upon ſuch 
rebels, is not ſo eaſily diſcover'diby the 


L. 

4 
l 

* „ 

1 

* 


Y 
the Sate: how much leſs can we reaſon - st 


ably expect to eſcape unpuniſi d for out 1 
zrea/in againſt. Heaven ! If it be juſtice in hie 
man to puniſh the delinquent, it muſt ne- Fo- 


ceſſarily be ſo in Gad; who is the fountain fer 
of all created juſtice, and whioſe holy Na. In- 
zus is the only pattern of our vertues and ig 
regular conduct. It is therefore but rea- 
ſonable to expect, that thoſe who . prefer Wn! 
the ways and fruits of ſin, to the favour of ſhi: 
od, nould be left to their unhappy choice, as 


and be ſhut out of His favour for ever. WG 


They may not, they cannot ſuppoſe, that riot 
ſuch guilty and polluted creatures, ſuch rat 
enemies to Cod and holineſs ſhould be the WFo 
adjects of the Divine love and complacency; pre 
of 11 | r. 
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ri Ir be admitted to the favourable preſence, 
Ind delightful fruition of a hi God. No! 
and e is of purer eyes than to behold evil, or to 
mit o upon ſin. with approbation. Thus we 
| &e; that the loſs of God's favour, and 
hereby the loſs of all ꝓaph¹¹ẽ0 ( which 
an an only conſiſt in His favours) is the na- 
uch ſural and neceſſary reſult: of our ſtate of 
dhe 2 eumity to Him. And tho' we can? 
got diſcover by natural hight, to what 
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na-. Hanner or meaſure of poſitive penalties our 
ion ns expoſe us: Vet we have greateſt rea» 


in pn to expect and fear ſome terrible mani- 
on · Neſtation of Gods righteous diſpleaſurr. 
Ir it be objected againſt all this, that 
he contrary is evident, from the diſpenſa- 
ne- ons of Prowideiice; it being a conſtant ob- 
ain ſrcvation, that the moſt ,impiouſly ,wicked 
Va. Ind profane art often in happy & flouriſhs 
nd ig circumſtancesę and ſeem to be the dar- 
ca- ing favourites of | Heaven, while the me 
ter y and vertuaus are under greateſt uf 
of Rictions, and preſsd with many calamitics, 
ce, s tho? they were the eſpecial objects oł 
Ex. : God's wrath: < IJanſwer, thisOhfectiom does 
ut riothing militate againſt the awful idea 


ch Irations before us, but rather conſitma chem 
he For A ſoe ver the 
) 3 preſent diſpenſations o 

| H 2 


Or. 


oujdence may be, 
P y Go 3 


. 
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32 : The Reagſanablideſy 
God is a Coll of Jnſtios ; and the Judge 1 3 
ak: the Earth will do night! 1: Whence it's 2 1 
natoral conclufion, from the preſent ſeem. 33 
ing inequality in God's dealings with us, 
that this life is not the place of reward: ni 
and: puniſumemts ; but that there will bea 
future retribution; herein theſe crooked 
things will be made ftraight;: and the 
flouriſhing: proſperity of ted men, will 
ar to be bus a preparation for then 
ruin, and a fairing r er. We 
may reaſonably: conclude, that God wil! 
firſt or laſt diſcover the tufticd and equality? 
of all His di/pex/ations.: And fince thi? 
Hoes not appetr:ifrom! the preſent face of 
_ providence; wo may look fora future feaſon; 
foe the manifeſtation of His juſt tion 
to „in and fiunoru, und foo thertxecution.of I 
His deſerved mrd:brupotothemss:.) 1 |: 7 
TA we are made far x future fate,willlf We 
ear from the contemplation of our ow | 
uren: Whereby we may cettainly find, 
that we have ſbiritual aiid immatrrial ſub; 
 Hanices Within eus a3:I-have fully demons Mfr 
ftrated.in a former di/tours }- 50 that ou? Je 
Souls being immaterial, muſt be hkewiſe g 
—— & naturally. immertal ; made he 
to ſutviwe thee: extthly-rabernacies;! and eo 


ii * eo: au Wien our: bures teturm to 


l — their 
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heir duſt. Now can it be imagin'd 
s fhat God has made ſo fuperior/a ae 
&s nan, endow'd him witty a rational and 
u maorta! Soul, and with ſuch ele vations of 
1 4 unden to ee ſhort part in this World, 
2 — to propagate his kind; and then res 
ö x ms eternal ſtate of mſenfivility. and 
cb. Qirkey > ' Noſurely'! theſe low and 
wall Mears views are alrogetfier unworthy of 
bofprite Wiſdom. It's therefore evident from 
he immortal natute of: our Souls, and from 
She: ſbortneſ, of our continuance in this 
Wotld, that we are here but in a ſtare 
Ff iprobation ; but candidates for anothet 
Forid, owhere we ware like to meet with 
ehe rewards of our pteſent behaviour, 
7 1 ir be. And what will bel the re- 
* rdiof chat i and impiety, which we are 
3 in chargeable with; we Have! alteady ſeen; 
1Tavs'iwe diſcover dur gulli miſtrable 
Mare by "fin, that Cod is Angry with the 
| 2 Ag, Pihl vii. 18 Aan that 
there i ee to the wicked," and 4 
range rere eee, agli, 
ar Job xxxil 39. | 
iſe 36. Iro certain that we ne Late 
do If helpleſs and unthdut N rengrb or vill, to re- 
nd covertour ſelves ent of this'plings, 7: 


"9 NY Wo ſete our {elves in the 5, but cat 
ic nem find 
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find the way out, by, our own. power or me 
dom We have lamentable experience, "the 
that our nature is polluted, and all our fa- eff 
culties deprav d, that our paſſions rebel a. 
gainſt our reaſon; and that we are conti · 
nually nxing againſt God, and provoking B 
Him to anger. But; Which wayrſhalliwe 
conquer. aur ſuſts, regulate: our affections, 
and get reconciled to Gd? Hete egen 
is non: plus d, and our beſt rational caquiy j 
ries fruitleſs, and in vai. 

H xxx let the Deiſt try his skill: Let him 
without! the affitance of nrevelatiun, draw 
up a perfect tem of the laws of nature 
Let him cogſult the means of reſtoring o 
laſt innateucy.; and of keeping our 7 | 
ons and-prſſions, under the government os 
geligion und reaſon: Let him call in the 
help of, all the Philofyphers of Greecd and 
Romy for his aſfſtance in this arduous Un- 
dertak ing: And in the, concluſion; he'll 
have but his jabour for lia painas ani com 
tinue in the ſame inextricable labyrinth. 

„ene is apparent from the fruitleſs pain 
of all the 'witeſt oral heat hen in this caſe; ak 
who,y;:1tho's all ſenſible of our —— and J 
wiſery, Huld) never find but the cf not ma 
cure. "They! have indeed, ſome: of em, * 
given excellent moral rulgss for theganen 
L. an men 


| 2 
the 
- 


- 


ef 
L I 
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or ment and conduct of human life. But 
xce, then, theſe were all very defective in many 
fa. &ffential articles ; and their beſt ſyſtems 
ha- have countenanc'd and encourag'd, even 
nti- the groſſeſt and moſt unnatural impieties. 
ung But what light have any, or all of em 
we given, in the preſent enquiry ? What re- 
20s, F-edy have any of their ſchools propos d 
fan for out uiſery ? What means to reſtore 
ui unto regen the empire of the mind, and to 
geduce — exarbitancy of the paſſions. and 
nin petites? What way have they contriv d 
ray 0 ſhake off our guilt, and to reobtain the 
re Divine favour ? Hic labor, hoc opus aſt. 
ou lere they have run themſelves out of 
i. Preath to no purpoſe, while every Sech 
Y 4 dave! propos'd a contrary, or: different 
the Þ ms ; and all have left the difficalsy.as 
in they found it. And had all human wiſdem 
an. een collected into one head, the caſe 
e Vould have been the ſame, For we are 
— 4 an unclean thing, and all cur righteouſ= 
40 are as filthy rags, and ue do fade as 
x leaf; and our inigqtiities like the Wind, have 
2 us away, Iſai. Ixiv. 6. 

Having thus diſcover'd our miſery, we 
may next conſider the cauſe of i, under 

is , | | | 
TT THE „ Woes 
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of defilement, He muſt ha ve taken pleaſure 
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Wurncx is it ſo, that mankind is: tbuf pp 
ä brought into a ae, miſerable, a and Sepignl Pe 

_ 8. 3194 (£7179) Wii. 
> To 3 1 b Aas ö 

1 Ws could not at H come out a | 

the hands: of our. holy Creator, in ſuch ay 


corrupt, polluted, and farful ſtate. 
Hap God at firſt created us in this farel I 


: 
a 
$i 
1 a 
in our n and pollution; and where: then 
would have been His botine/s 7 Han He at 
firſt made us with a #ataral neceſſity. of being 
guilty aud criminal, He muſt have — 
Aar hur, as well as panifhar of our gut; and 
wherethen would have been His Juſtice 
Or had he been the origins! and mneceffary ti”! 
cauſe: of our wiſery,, where „ 24 1 
been His goodne/s and mercy? Therefore, 
ro ſuppoſe God to be che Author of tha 
neſt of Jin and uncleanneſs, in our wicked 2#* 


wh 


Up 
he 


fy 


bearts; the cauſe of our vile affections 


ungovernable paſhons, and exorbitant ap- 
petites; and the fuuntain of all theſe poy- 
n freams; is to attribute to Him worſe 
than the worſt of haman affeftions.s It i 
ümplicitly to ſay, that He made us ompur- er 
» poſe that He might fleligbi Himſelf in our il 77 
miſery : Which /bocking blaſphemy maſt be . 
far from every imagination, Whence it *6 

appears, 


x 
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h pears, that God made man upright, tha 
leſs pe have ſought out many ITY, Keck. 


Fi. 29. © 
Axp henet, © * U 
of F 2. Tux ftate that we find c our ſelves i ink 


bay akes the account of this matter in the 
$/ird of Genejis very probablſeQ. 

I ſhall not now concern my ſelf with 
Mat debate, whether this'' ſtory be literally, 
pr allegorically to be underſtood: Be it 


hich it will, it is a natural and rational 


. 4 
ure 


nen # 
E at“ A 


ingWuppoſition, chat our firft Parents, through 
the the power of temptatiou, were guilty of 
ind ſabedience: againſt Gvd; and thereby both 

0 for themſelves: and their. poſterity, loſt the 
Tl Funocence and happineſs of*their firſt ftdres 
we Ix appears very likely, from the conſt» 
re, Neration of our preſerit: Jegereracy, that we 


hat are the branches of à corrupt fc; and 
ed the offspring of rebellious puren a And let 
ns thoſe that queſtion this account of our 
p- paſtacy, either aſſign ſome more probable 
auſe of it; or for ever ly under the ſuſt 
rſe im utation of obſtinacy and unreaſi allen. 
i Tnovon we may meet with ſome diffi- 
ir- ln in reconciling the imputati n of O- 
ur riginal Sin, to the rectoral holineſs and 

be Jaſtice of c: Vet as much as may ſerve 

it x; our.” preſent paſo and elear up the 


conſidera- Ke 
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conſideration now before us, may be ſe 
in a plain and eaſy light. I is not dif 
.cult to ſuppoſe, that Gd ſhould punih'3 
an ungratefu} rebel, with the loſs of al 
his original exctllencies and perfection, 
both of body and mind. And it is a natu- 
ral and familiar ſuppoſition, that a dege. 
nerate ſtock will have degenerate branches 
that the offspring. will be like the parent 
and the ſtreams partake of the nature and ; 
qualities' of the fountain 1 
Bxsipxs, God may juſtlainipute the /i 4 
of Adam unto his progeny, by way of at 
tainder; as when a rebel among men for. 
feits his eſtate and honours from bimſel, 
and his ſeed, to his offended Sovereign 
And this will be a more eaſy doppol ab 
if we confider theſe two things, (1) Tha 
we were all /eminally in our firſt, parents 1 | 
and in that ſenſe partakers with em in, a 
their tranſgreſſion. And, (2) That they 
acted as our publick repreſentatives, and 
therefore were to ftand or fall for us, as F 5 
well as themſelves: Which being allow dns 
the difficulty vaniſhes. And 1 ſee nothing 

ia the nature of the thing, that can make ba 
it incredible, that God as an abſolute Su- - 
reign ſhould conſtitute Adam the moral, a8. .1 
he was the natural bead of all his poſterity nfi 
212 | i | to 


* 


of CHRISTIANITY. 59 


Þ repreſent and act for them all, in what 
> did. We don't eſteem it a bardſbip. i in 
pr temporal affairs, to be equally obliged 
what our repreſentatives act in our name 
hd ſtead, as if they were our own per/onar 
Ctigns. Nor ſhould we in the preſent. 
ſc have thought it unjuſt, to have par- 
ok of the bleſſed fruits of Adam's obedi- 
ce, had he flood, What cauſe then can 
Fe have to complain of the imputation of his 
obedience in 2's public character? 
Aerts all, Whether we can throughly 
concile this matter, to our own ways of 


« % 
= 


14 
t 


W 
4 4 


: b inking or not; we can't find a more 
; 1 obable reaſon of our laſt miſerable cir- 
a 1 unſtances, than that by one man ſin entred 


hk "Mo the World, and death by fin, as in Rom, 
12. 4 

1 Bor n be the cauſt, we cannot 

1 = doubr the malady. We have too ſad ex- 
il rrience of our miſery,ito call that into 
* Queſtion : And ſince we ſee the houſe on 

„, it does not ſo much concern us to 
Inxioufly enquire by what means the flame 

as kindled, as to conſult a method to en 

inguiſb it. 5 


ing 


ake 


m Tux Improvement therefore, that L wouks* 
Fay ake of this Propoſition, is, That it is df 
nficiire importance for a cg wanne 


LS Wc dme 
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ſome way of obtaining a pardos of ou - ] 
fur, a ſanctiſiaatian of our natures, and a 50 
recouciliation unto. God. Our preſent ſtate , 
is not to be continued in. It's a dreadful at 
condition to be God's enemies, 4 fearful Pot 
thing to fall into the hands of the living G i 
And whither ſhall aue flee for help © From to 
what guarter ſhall we lock for deliverance 
from the miſerics we feel or fear? Will cor 
the pagan religian afford us relief 2 We rat 
have already; heard, that the beſt che fro 
of! their a Sages have Been utterly in- ib 
ſufficient to this purpoſGGGe. Re 
oa thinking perſon will hardly be hne 
_ perfuatied, that the wor ſbip of a herd of viii ca: 
deities, with rites as vile and deteſtable a y 
theg us themſelves; ſhould be well pleaſ- an 
ing unto that Eternal Majefty, who will nu tic 
give His Glory unto: another; nor His Praiſi of 
unte gnaven image.. ſjm 
Sni we then repair for help unto the pu 
Mabometan religion, and conſult the Alcoranſ af 
in our preſent diſtreſs? Alas, in vain! For 
no wiſe man can truſt in ſuch a rhaꝑſody 1 fr 
nonſenſe and confuſion, and in ſuch a med ar 
of inconſiſtent, and abſurd doctrines of r- V 
Igien and raum); twiſted together, with- nc 
dut ſome better evidence of its Divine au- I fr 
thnrity, than the bate word of the volup- © 
tyouſiand ambitious autkpr. B:i-ifl + 


wy 
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ou - Be51Des, that hook makes no pretences 
da o ſhew a way how our ſins can be par- 
tate nd, our natures renew'd, and we re- in- 
dful Rated into God's favuur. Nor does it pro- 
fu Poſe any other happine/s, than a fool para- 
704, iſe ot ſenſual pleaſures; moſt diſagreable 
om co a vertuous and rational mind. 
nes Wrrrutr ſhall we next go? Shall we 
Vilgtonſult our Oracles of wit, and ſeek ſome 
Wei rational /cheme of religion and bappineys, 
mei from our modern pagans,the Deifts f 'Theſe 
in-Wibertines can vainly boatt of unprejudic d 
Reaſon and Science, as tho* they were the 
bei imen, and wiſtom muſt dy with them. They 
vi can put out the eyes of conſcience, & brave- 
a4 ly /coff at reveal'd religion, as an idle dream, 
aſ - and the effect of a melancholly imaginar 4 
nat tion, enthuſiaſm or Prieftcraft... But Which 
a% of 'em has ever pretended to propoſe a 
method of our obtaining inward peace and 
the purity, happine/s here, and /alvation her 
an after? | 14), en G3 e 
ol Tuvs far our ſearch has been vain a 
of F fruitleſs. And muſt we now yield the calle, 
hand fit down in deſpair & By no means + 
e-We are miſerable. indeed, if we can find 
h- no end of our enquiries no Religion to 
- fruſt in, no foundation to fix upon. 
p- 81 1 > q 4t Ti ; . 1 Lei = 
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Lr us then examin the Chriſtian Reli. In 
gion, and ſee if there be no more reaſona. #4 4 
ble ſatisfactions to be found in that; whe. 


ther that has made any adequate proviſioul | : a 

for the recovery of fallen man, and for ſe- 5 

curing our preſent and future bappineſt, | 
en 


And our entrance into this enquiry, does 
immediately bring us to the confideration 
of the ſecond Propoſition : - 
Prop. II. Our Lord Feſus Chriſt did in} 
due time die, for the deliverance of gnfull 
man, out of his miſerable and replies 
ate. | 


Tu glorious and eternal Sox or Goo 
beholding our apoſtate and periſhing ſtate, i 
boo d down with Divine compaſſion upoi 
| a miſerable World, delug'd in ſin and guilt, 
and undertook their ranſom. And that , . 
God might be juſt, in the pardon and 2 a 
25 of ſinners, He is become their F 
ety ; that ſo by His bearing the puniſh-| 
1 ment due to their fins, He might atone of- 
ed Juſtice, and by His Sponſorial Rigb- . 
tene, He might purchaſe for them gr 
and Tape. 
Tur this glorious Mediator might be 
| qualified for this great undertaking ; He | 
was the Eternal God, that ſo the dignity of 
His perſon might give ſufficient merit to 
His 
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% Mis obedience. And He likewiſe became man, 
n. Pke our ſelves, that ſo He might be able 
he. Jo ſuffer the penalty due to out ſins; and 
hat ſatisfaction might be given to Fuſtice, 
Py the ſame nature that offended. He was 
eſs Moreover both God and man, that repre- 
oe; AEnting both the parties at odds, He might 
ion Nediate between them. -- And fince 
Death, in the largeſt fignification of the 
in Foord, was the juſt and natural demerit of 
Pur 25, our almighty Saviour has for our 
tes, and in our fad, encountred this 
ing of terrors, in his moſt terrible appear- 
Ince, in all his pomp, with all his darts and 
ayſen. Thus hath He taſted Death, for 
very nan; and redeem'd us unto God 
Pith His own Blood. 1 
ha. Tuis is ſummarily the meaning of the 
Fords of our Text, and of the Propaſſtiaꝝ 
fore us. And if this Doctrine be true? 
reflects a glorious light into our dal 3 
f. Ninds, plucks us out of the jaws of om _ 
" ad propoſes a happy means of life 


% Peace. It is therefore well worth if 
0 diſtinctly conſider the verity of the 
briſtian Inſtitution ; and ſee whether its 

Je Precious and comfortable Doi7rines may 
of e confided in. 1 
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Tur J may aſſiſt you in this enquiry, I 
hall at preſent, only offer you ſome ſtronz 
Probabilities on the fide of Chriſtianity: % 
and then (if God permit) in ſome futun 
diſcourſes to that purpoſe, offer you full, Inc 
plain, and ungainſayable evidence cf theſ % 
leſſed truths. 7 
Tus ſtrong probabilities, that I wou, Io. 
now take notice of, may be propos d un. 
Ar theſe two conſt iderations ; 259 0108 
IJ. Trar the Chriſtian Revelation, ift true 
is every way worthy of G. 1 
II. Tnar it every way: anſwers the mill 
ferable circumſtances of fallen man. 
I am firſt. then to conſider, That thi 
Chriſtian Revelation is ee way worth 
of God. 1 $ 
THts conſideration, if fully purſu'd 
might difcover to us, how all the Diving 
WIE and Perfeftions moſt glofibuſ) 
rn nize, and ſhine forth with- brighter 
laſtte, ih this way of our ſalvatii by J. Nuſt 
: Chriſt Bur the time before ud IIe 
only ſome very brief hints upon thi 
Subje& : However, I Would willingly "x 
The h to eftablifh \ you in the'pfeſenr truth] 
and aſſiſt your | contetnplations' 11 70555 thi 
9 theme, wet 


+ 


Ts 0 Xa 


Tunis way of, /alvation:; appears worthy 

If God, in that herein was a glorious mani» 
feſtation, and illuſtration of infinite Good- 
run es, Mercy and Love. An Eternity is ſhort 


'ull, Inough to admire, adore, and praiſe the 
1eſeFurprizing wonders of redeeming Love : For 


FF we conſider the objects of this Mercy, 
Poor apoſtate rebels; there could be no 
- Motive but Divine compaſſion, for mercy to 
Fake place of juſtice, in the deliverance of 
uch criminals. from deſeryed, wrath, If 
Fe conſider the freene/s of this love, not 
Saly without any obligation, or poſſibility 
f retaliation from us, but againſt higheſt 
Provocations to the contrary; It will ap- 
Pear infinite, like the glorious Fountain. of 
F. If we conſider the nature of, that /al- 
Pation thus procur'd for us, that it contains 


vin Hot only a freedom from ſin and guilt, but 
uſſ title to God's favour, and to an eternal 


tei tate of glory and happineſs: We may with 
Je huſt admiration, cry out, / hat is man that 
Wil bau art thus mindful of bim But if we 
thiffonſider the Author and price of this ſalva- 
ſaſ ian, that God bas ſo loved the World, as to 
ve bis dear Son for us, and has redeem d 
3, with bis own blood ;. the ſurprize. ſtill 
zncreaſes, and Mercy appears in its higheſt 
exaltation,, How then do all theſe con- 
iT | K 2 liderations 
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fiderations together, with the 1 many othen 
that might be propos d, give us cauſe will 
"raviſh'd ſouls © to acknowled e, that the 
breadth, and Jength, and depth, nd bel 1 
of the love 7 God in Thrift, pa e know.» 
es as Eph. iii. 18. F* 
Ti bright diſplay of infinite Fuſtice in 8 
our redemption by Chriſt, makes it alſo 
appear worthy of God. Were juſtice ſwal . 
Jow'd'up of mercy (as it muſt have been 
 hadGod fav'd finners without a ſatisfaction) .. 
we might reject the doctrine, as unworthy} ' 
of an infifiitely ju/# and holy God. But 
fince He has Aeon H imſelf inexorable iu 
His demands of ſatisfaction, by requiring 
the utmoſt farthing of the ſurety, that was , 
due from the principal debtor ; and by, 
puniſhing His own dear Syn with a bittet 
death, as the ſinners repreſentative: Huf, 
Work appears perfect, and all vis "ys Judg- ; 
ent, a9 DEUt, li. . | 
e it be here objetfed, That it cannot be 
OY to transfer the puniſhment from the , 
72 to the innocen : 905 
Tanſwer, That Cod by right of His a. 
me Jipifdiftion; might cot the law, and 
ransfer the penalty. And tho' Juffice re- 
quires full fatisfaftion, He might in-abſo* N . 
Tate” Jedrreig yg” accept it from a uren 
22015! = True . 
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A'cue indeed, the Redeemer as He was 
eint Ihe Lord from. Heaven, was not liable to 

Iny conſtraint or compulſion, to this un- 
gertaking. But 1, ſee nothing either in 
Hake it unequal, to accept of full atis 


in Haction from Him, when voluntarily offer d. 
allo 1 acknowlege, that it would be un. 


AI among men, to accept of the life of 


15 In iunocent for a guilty perſon, becauſe we 
n) pave not the diſpoſal of aur own lives, But. 
th. his nothing affects the preſent caſe, fince 
But Pur Lord had in Himſelf, power to Jay dun 
jn Flic own liſe, and power to, take it up, again. 
ing Bor I maſt haſten to,obſerve, that , 
val Tu moſt glorious manifeſtation of ds 
by %% and purity.in this work of our Re- 
te Nemption, makes it likely to be a Divine 
u Lontrivance. Nothing could giye a brighter 


diſcovery of God's implacable antipathy 
to ſin, than the amazing ſufferings of His 


This diſcovers ſip to be a weight that even 
infinite mercy. could not bear, in that the 


hl blood of His well-belaved Son muſt be the 


a 9nly_/acrifice.to. appeaſe His.diſpleaſure a- 
4 ainſt it; and that He could without rem. 
eating, behuld the bitter agonies of Him, 


own dear Son, when, imputatively guilty. 


„ah 0bom He: wds cel pleaſed, when He 
Vine a K 2 was 


s 
| 

= 
| 


Fon into Heaven. in a word, the whole 
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was made fm for us. This ſhews' us, that | pac 
He is glorious in Holineſs. Exod: xv: 15. , 
Tur Omnipotence of God does likewiſe : 
appear in its higheſt perfection, in thß 
glorious work. God's creating the World 25 
out of nothing, and His upholding and nc 
governing all dug by the word of Hu Pin 
power, are not greater-evidences of Omni. pf 
potence, chan our Redemption by His in. Rlo 
curnate Son. The incarnntion of | Chriſt, Mo 
and the union of the Divine Nature witiſ of 
the human, is ſuch! a miracle of power, al dj 
exceeds all finjte thoughts, in their higheſt the 
elevation. And the ſame Almighty Agent tha 
is diſcover'd'in our Lord's miraculous con- w-wa 
ception of a Virgin, without the help off 
man; in the triumphs of His croſs ; and 
the victory over all our ſpititual enemies, 
obtain d by His death; as og IFas by HiFi 
reſurretFron from the graue, Ou His 1785 


tranſaction of our ſalvation by Chriſt, i is a thi 
manifeſtation of Omnipotent grace. But! 
; but hint, At things, and hall only 


- Tas SRP of the Divits Wi 2 doÞ © 
alſo ſhine forth with brighteſt ſplendor in tic 
the work of Redemption, The very pro- th 
| * of this ſcheme, was beyond the ca- in 
pacity 


\ 


thaſÞacity of any finite underſtanding. 


5. 


wiſe 
thi 
rl 4 


off 


ind 
ies, 
His“ 
en- 
ole. 
8 4 
t! 
Ny 


The 
method (tho — reaſonable and agrea- 
dle ) is ſo deep and inyſterious, that it could 
not have been the product of human in- 


ention: Which conſideration alone, is 
Enough to convince us of the Divine ori- 
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Final of the Chriſtian inſtitution. The end 


pf this contrivance, viz. the exalting God's 
glory, and reſtoring man's happineſs, was 
worthy of infinite counſel: And the means 
Jof accompliſning this vaſt deſign, could be 
$djuſted only by God Himſelf. W 
the H/i/dom ! Unſearchable the Counſel { 
that took occaſion from our in, which 
was the higheſt oppoſition to the Divine 
Perfections, to make all His Attributes ſhine 
forth with brighter glory; hereby not only 
to bring infinite Mercy and inflexible Juſtice 
into the ſweeteſt harmony; but to manifeſt 
both in greateſt /uſtre, the one in puniſhing 
the ſin, the other in pardoning and ſaving 
the /i une 7 Who — Cod could have 
found the means for Mercy and Truth thus 
to meet together, _ Rightconſuef aud Peace 
to xi each others 
Ap we may fun with greater eien 
tion, adote the miraculous contrivance for 
the reconciling God and man, by uniting the 
luffhitely diſtant Natures into one perſon 224 
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and thereby ordaining ſuch a Mediator. 
who by partaking of hoth Narures, is. in. It 
tereſted in both parties; and ſo every way * 
fit to reconcile God to man, and man to 1 
Cod!“ But. I muſt not enlarge upon this . 
copious ſubject, which would take a large N 
Lalume, to the diſtinctſconſideration of it 14 
and a whole Eternity, in the juſt admira- 
tio of it. The ſhort glance we have al-“ 
ready had of this contemplation, makes i 
appear, that God bath herein abounded to. 


wars uS, in all M iſdom | and - rude nes ö 


Tos I have with all brevity conſider d 
how the Chriſtian revelation is wortby, of 
God. I am now to obſerve: HH, 
I. Tnar it every way anſwers the mi- 
ſerable circumſtances of fallen man. ri 
Wuar could be more agreable to the ſuſt 
periſhing circumſtances of guiliy condemn- 
ed ſinners, than the joy ful tidings of pardon! 
and ſalvation, of a: deliverance from the 
depth of wo, and a title to joy unſpeakabli * 
and fail of glory 3 upon ſuch eaſy and ho- 1 en 
nourable terms? This juſtly recommend me 
the Chriſtian Religion above all others, kin. 
that ever were or could be contrivid. 
Axp if we take a view of the tena and 
properties of this iuſtitution, we ſhall find 
B13 ; it 


0: 
ur 


er 
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we 
ble / 
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Yor, Ir ſo adapted to the nature of man; to his 
Parious ſtations and relations in the World; 
10 his comfort here and happineſs hereafter ; 
e Fhat as no other Religion could ever claim 


t . 5 0 8 2 
his Nike regards, on theſe accounts, ſo this a- 


"oy dove all others, appears to be of Divine 
5 Jriginal, © | e 
oy Tue Doctrines of the Goſpel are all Holy 


Ind ſpiritual, agreable to the ennobled na- 
Sure and faculties of our Souls, The pre- 


hl eprs are moſt juſt and reaſonable, directly 
nc, 4 | | 7 * 
ending to make us holy and bappy, chari- 
2 0 able and beneficent. The motives are 
* oſt noble and ſublime, fit to work upon 


- pur affections and paſſions, to deter us from 
n, and enflame our deſires after the re- 
mW vard of bolineſ . Here the vices of 
\, pride, worldlineſs and ſenſuality; of in- 
the Juſtice, fraud, perſecution or oppreſſion, 
n fierceneſs or impatience, are juſtly! con- 
4% Shemn'd and prohibited; and a-flaming 
Word brandiſn'd before us, to prevent our 
commiſſion of theſe and ſuch like fins. 
10 Here we are taught ſelf-denial, juſtice and 
0s mercy, brotherly love, unity, peace, and 
5, Fkindneſs' one to another; with the moſt 


ſweet and endearing attract ives to ſuch a 

of bleſſed life.. Here we have moſt excel- 

"0 lent rules, for order and . 
| | rae 
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the World ; for the peace and ſtability offfpp 
Kingdoms and Commonwealths, for the re. DD 


ſtraining ambition and tyranny in the Prince, gen 
and rebellion or edition in the ſubjeft. ---. 


ons we can conflict with; and even again}? od 
the fears and terrors of death it ſelf. 


Here we have all rational pleaſure and ſal 1 
tisfaction indulged us, tho the ſinful crap 
vings of our corrupt and vitiated appetites} rr 


are prohibited, as moſt hurtful and per- 
Nicious. ---- Here may our minds be /piriÞ 
zualized and exalted to the higheſt elevaſÞSot 
tion, they are capable of in this life, and cov 
yet raiſed with expectations of higher ha- 
perfections in the World to come. In diff 
word, the Goſpel ſcheme is every way pet reot 
fective of human nature, and calculated foi pr 
our preſent and future happineſs ; and ilig 
therefore worthy to be eſteem'd the ¶ iſdon wa 
of God, and the Power of God, as 1 Cor as 


— * | —— KK 
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Hav thus ſeen ſome: of the ſtrong thi 
probabilities of the truth of Cbriſtiauity; ¶ cu 
which cannot but reflect a connincing light, 
into the mind of every ſerious and-impar: 
tial enquirer: I muſt defer the furthef 
demonſtration of this truth, till 'apothe 
513 opportunity 3 
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7.04 opportunity; and conclude . my preſent 
e · 1 L with ſome brief practical e 
ences. 

N And, T's 

F I. Ws have cauſe with raiſed affeftions 
o adore and praiſe the inte in ercy of 
M for revealing this glorious ſatoation 
JJ us in the n 

ILIFE and Immortality were purchasd 
Þy the obedience of Chriſt ; but they are 
(Wrought :0 light by the Goſpel. And it would 
J have been as well for us, to have had no 
Salvation. purchas'd, as none reveal d. In 
va. poth caſes a chick cloud of deſpair. had 
ind cover our Souls, that we could never 
heck have ſeen through. But now from the 
diſtinguiſhing Mercy of God, the ſug of rig 
reouſneſs bath ariſen upon us; and the day 
for pring from on high bath viſited us. The 
1 ij [light of life bases into our Souls; and the, 
en way to Heaven like the path of the ul, is 
or. Was. a /hining light, that l more and Bore 
NNuuto the perfect day: at we are under 
ng the moſt happy advantages poſſible, to ſe- 
cure an intereſt in this Saviour, and title 
, to the. glories that will be revealed, . 
ar Lr us but conſider, how great a bart 
er of the World are yet groping in thick. 
ict darknehs have utterly oft their way, in, 
75 12 J. the 


El- 
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the miſts bt ignorance and error; and 47% 
without Cod, without Chriſt, and wit om 
hope in the World : While the grace of G 
that bringeth ſalvation, having appeared u fer 
#5, We are even lifted up to Heaven by out fu 
privileg es: And it will ſurely appear, that fen 
this /pccial favour calls for 17 5 tbankful- 
neſs ;, and oudly ſummons all the faculties 
of our Souls, to be cloſely engaged in tha 
7515 „Pſal. cxvi. 12. What ſhall I rende 
5 * Lord, for all theſe benefits toward 


it 
wit 


alt if weyet further confider, how un- 93 
worthy we are of ſuch diſcriminating fa- 
ur, it will give us cauſe to reflect upon 
- theſe Divine obligations, with a rapture of 
Soul. Had there been any thing in 4 
that could have been any incentive to thi} 
diftinguiſbing mercy, *rwould have leſſen d 
the obligation: But there was nothing in] ha 
4, more than in the darkeſt regions of the 
earth, to move God's compaſſion to us; or 
to excite Him to make known to us, the JF 
riches of the glory of this myſtery, among the 
Gentiles. Pree ſovereign grace only de- 
ſerves the praiſe. And our ingratitude 

will be of the blackeſt dye, if theſe re- 
AeAtions don't make the fire burn in out 
breaſts; ;"and inſpire Us with moſt: exalted 

d ( ſentiments, 


OI ha. rated. FW 
_ 3 ben 
3 L 

D 4M 


75 
Nentiments, and thankful reſentmenty of 
art Much ſpecial and /ignal mercies. 

You) II. LET us hence be exhorted, to make 


Gol t our ſedulous concern, to obtain an in- 
0 fereſt in this /alvation, in ſuch a wonder- 
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* Jul way provided for us, and ſo freely 
hat Fendred to us. 
101 Lor us with flaming axdowe of ſoul, and 


ith moſt undeniable. importunity, wreſtle 
ith God for an intereſt in Chriſt by Faith ; 
that He may become of God unto us, dom, 
Rigbteouſneſs, Santtification, and Redemp- 
Fiou, And that we through Him, may be 


hat 1 
Aer 


10 


Won't periſh from 4 the Goſpel, left 


Feirs to an inheritance, with the Saints in 
fa- : ig bt. 
"cl We ſhould be awfully careful, that we 
0 


5, his enhance our guilt, and aggravate our 
his future condemnation, that /ight is come in- 
ad the World, and we 2. arkneſꝭ rather 
in han ligbt. | 

he | NEW . * 

or 
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'C- 


817 T eſtament. | 


MRS 0030900000508 650190 
To 2507 „ Lp, XXIV. 44. ; 


Ard he ſaid unto them, Theſe are the ori 
o bich Lpake unto Jon while Ivins yes wil gr 
LF that all things muft be fulfilled, hi 
Were written iu 95 law of MM, and i int 
Prophets, and in the Pſalms concerning me. 


| SII2Avixg in our laſt Diſcourſe con m 
8 11 S ſider d our aptate.and miſera] ar 
ble circumſtances, and the hope” 

$0045 of recovery, from this ſtate of ar 
and guilt, by our Lira Teſus Chriſt : 1 ti 
am now to add to the ſtrong probabilitis 
then urg'd, ſome full and clear demonſtrs 
FRE 
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ions of this precious truth, that God has 
© loved the World, that He gave His unly 
9 577 Son, that whoſoever believeth in Him, 
Would” not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 
For the proof of which, I ſhall firſt con- 
der the clear evidence of this Doctrine, 
From the Propbecies of Chriſt in the OI 


Fe ſtameut; and then ſhew you how it's 
Tatified by Gd Himſelf, with the great 
cal of Heaven; by the miracles, I mean 
Performed by Chri/?, and by others in His 

ame. - The latter propoſal inuſt be 
eferr d to a future opportunity ; The 
former falls under preſent conſideratiog 
rom the words of our Text. In 'whic 

e a Nice ; 1 2 8 21 
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1. SOMETHING ſuppoſed and taken for 


7074, N 7 | 2 
wil granted, viz. that the Scriptures gf the Old 
Hul Teſtameit did propheſy of Chi; That 


aihthe Meſſiah was written F in the lau of 
me, ¶ Moſes, in the Prophets, and in the. Palms; 
which expteſſions, according to the Jet 
con mode of ſpeaking, include all the facted 
era and canonical Books of the Old Teftament 
opal © Tris was a truth ſo univerſally receiv” 
e o among the Jews, both before and at the 
time of our Lord's incarnation, that it 
ai wanted neither illuſtration, nor confirma- 
N 2 WA 
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j 2. Ws may note the Divine authority 
i and undoubted veracity of theſe propbeciu Inc 
1 of Chrift. They muſt all be fulfilled. "Fr 
44 Tuzss ſacred prophecies being the Ora": 
__ - 7: f God, are founded on His truth and ul 
faitbfulneſs, are immutable as God. Him. Pit 
ſelf ; and therefore cannot fail of ACCON- | We 
pliſhmenr. un 
3. Fox the clearer underſtanding, hl C 
words before us, we may #ote the end and f 
deſign of our glorious Lord, in this Argu- id 
ment, which was to confirm and eſtabliſh" 
the Faith of His Diſciples in Himſelf, à Pre 
the hope of Iſrael and the Saviour of 1 rie 
World. © \ 
Tunis appears from the connection A el 
theſe words with the foregoing context Atte 
---= In the 37th vecſe, we find the Diſciplu 2 
terrified and affcighted with our Lord. $ 
miraculous appearance among em; Jupp. 
ing they bad ſeen a [pirit. And we art} 
told in the 41/f verſe, that their ſurprizel 
not only continued, but was accompanied 
with incredulity and unbelief. Our Lori 
therefore to obviate both their difficulties, | 
firſt takes meat and eats before them, to 
convince em that He was not a /pirit ;| 
and then urges the preſent Argument, as 
ſufficient for e ver to fllence all their doubt; 


78 
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rity, 
* Ind ſcruples, about the cauſe of His ſuf- 

ferings, and His Reſurrection from the 
Dr dead. This Argument He had before in- 

and ulcated upon 'em, and now again leaves 

tim. Pith 'em, as a ſtapding confirmation of 

on Weir Faith, in that important Articls. The 

um of which Argument is this, That all 

the /acred writings (which could not fail 

of accompliſhment ) did unanimouſly pre- 

ict the manner of life, the death, and re- 

| } rrect ion of the Meſſiah. And that there» 

Pre they could have no room left for ſur- 

Prize or diffidence, with relation to Him, 

whom they had ſeen the accompliſh- 

nent of all thefe prcphecies : This being an 
Atteftation from God Himſelf, of His Di- 

4 2 Miſſion. 

Or we may more ſanmdrily take up! 

he words, in this 


TA Docralixz, That the accompliſhment of 

eds the Old Teftament Prophegggs.concern- 

ri ing our Lord Fefus Chrifr, e a ſure £/] 

es, | evidence that He is the Meſſiah.” X 

Fon the illuſtration of this Ojervation 

as ſhall endeavour to ſhew ; 

ts I. Wu a prophecy is. 

II. How a prophecy may be fad to be 
Uhiled. III. Tran 


9 
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: III. 'Frar there were prophecies.of Chrii — 


in che 01d Tefament, which are fulfilled, in 
{1 end, MALL f nu 
IV. Tnar the accompliſhment of theſe ? 
prophecies, is a ſure evidence, that Chriſt is 

the: Meſſiah. „ 


I. I am to confider, What a prophe.® 
I mean not in this enquiry, to conſidet 
the word in its full latitude, nor to take 
notice of the various acceprations it obtain 
in Scripture : But briefly to ſhew, in what]! 

{e-it, is to be underſtood in the preſem 
Argument. And as it affects the, caſe be- 
fore us, I underſtand a Prophecy to be 
Divine prediction of future contingent event. 
- call it a Divine... preditti.n, becauſe 
it's the ſole prerogative of Omniſcience, toll 
foreſee future contingencies : And it can- het 
not come within the compaſs of any fnit:ted 
undecſtanding, to foretel thoſe things, that{Mhi 
have no foundation in nature, nor depen-| 
dance on natural cauſes. ---- And I. con- me 
fder contingent events, as the only object tin 
of propbecy; becauſe it requires in ordina- AWI 
ry, no prophetic ſpirit, to predict thoſe e- pl. 
vents that ate in themſelves neceſſary, or ¶ ac 
thay depend upon the nature of things I 
THE: | 14 : ODE Bus | 
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Bor L need not inſiſt upon this decrip- 
tion, the caſe being plain, familiar, and 
0 priverſally agreed in. I proceed there- 
„ II. To conſider, How a prophecy may 

e {aid to be fulfilled: 2 
And, | | * PIPY 
* 1. A prophecy is ſometimes ſaid to be 
F+filed, by way of accommodation only: 


$ 


dei hen a prediction of one thing, may by 
\kefFeaſon of ſome eminent-parity or ſimilitade 
in Petween them, be aptly arcommodated to 


* 


Another. ä * a age” 
I this ſenſe, the word fulſiled was itt 
be · frequent uſe” among the Jews: who afs 
1 ecting to ſpeak in Scripture- language, would 
e frequently mention the fulfiling of Srrip- 
uſe ure, when they meant no more by it, than 
toſ a parity or agreement of circumſtances, 
an- petween the caſe confider'd, and the quo- 
mite ted Text; or an example parallel to ſome- 
hat Arhing foretold, or ſpoken of in Scripture. 
en- In this allegorical ſenſe, the ſacred Pen- 
on · men of the New Teftament; do alſo ſome= 
ect times ſpeak of the fulfilling of prophecy, 
na- where there is no direct or literal accom- 
e- pliſument, nothing but an agreement, or 
or accommodation of the event & prediction. 
- Thus our Lord's return from Egypt is ſaid” 
3yu3 SH 428 M 


to 
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to be That it mig bt be fulfilled,, that , uu Y;. 
ſpoken of the Lord by. the Prophet, ſaying, een 
Out of Egypt have I called my Son, Mat. ii. 15, n. 
And thus the deſtruction of the young it 
children by Herod, is ſaid to be a fulfilling | 
of that which was ſpoken by Feremy the Pro . 
phet, ſaying, In Rama was a voice heard, | | 
lamentation, and weeping, and great mourn. Nei 
ing, Rachel weeping for her children, Qc, Pe 
Whereas it is evident, that the firſt cited r. 
words of the Prophet, did immediately re. + 
fer to the deliverance of the children d 
Hrael, from their Egyptian bondage, and - 
the latter to their diſtreſs and anguiſh fronſ 5 
the Babylonian carnage and captivity. - | 
Fzon this uſe. of the word age, or 
— 9 Infidels have, unreaſonably enough, 
» taken occaſion of inſult & triumph; then 
inſinuating the weakneſs or unfaichfulnel 
of the Evangelical Hiſtorians. But a due 
conſideration of the caſe will diſcoverf 
more of ſpleen, than argument, in theſe ir- 
religious fleers. Was there any thing more 
common among the moſt famous Greet 


51 
f 


He 
he 
ler 
h 


Hot 


Oratours, than to adorn their diſcourſes Ih 
with flowers taken from Homer, Heſiod, - : 
Euripides, or other of their Poets, when Per 
they never intended, nor could their Au- ng 


ditors underſtand. any more, than a bare 


80 7 accommo- 
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Tas accommodation of the citation to the mat- 
ing, ter treated of? Or is there any thing 
1j. more common among our ſelves, than to 
ung ite Scriptures in this alluſtve manner, which 
ling have no direct or immediate reference to 
*09- Ihe ſubject- matter of the Diſcourſe ? To 
0, PExemplify this, It is conſonant to the re- 
1. eiv'd modes of ſpeaking, to call theſe un- 
Nc. pelieving Gentlemen, mocking Iſomaelites, 
ney Pr inſulting Edomites ; although thoſe Serip= 
re. ures, Gen. xxi. 9. and Pfal, cxxxvii. J. 
df nich are fulflled in them, did not origi-' 
and ally and primarily refer to Hobbs, Blount, 
ron Polins, or of any of their admirers. And 
muſt tell them that continue in their a- 
our pdelity, after ſuch full and clear evidences 
gb, pf the truth of Chriſtianity, as have been 
nc from time to time offer'd em ; that there 
neß s fulfiled in them, what was ſpoken by 
due he Prophet Feremy, chap! v. ver. 21. that 
ver hey are 4 fooliſh people, and wit bout un- 
ir: er ſtanding, which have eyes and ſee not, 
1ore to hich have ears and hear not. Though L 
ret Hon't think the Prophet had them in view” 
ri hen he ſpoke thoſe words. 
700, 2. A prophecy is more ſtrictly and pro- 
hen perly fulfilled, when a prediction, accords” 
Au- ng to its dicect meaning, and primary de 
are 1 80 85 1810 5 M 2 * ln ſign 
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ſign and intention, meets with an exa| 
and full accomgliſbment. And, 
3. A prophecy may be ſaid to be fulfilled, 


when it has a double accompliſhment ; and Poir 
is. completed both in the Type and Anti. ar 
Wend in the Su, and the Thing. thereby vue 
He g m 
Ar, has been indeed aneſtion'd by very Fen! 
learn'd. and. judicious — whether any a | 
gc1eS. may in ſtrictneſs of ſpeech, be fare 

ſaid to. have ſt uch a double reference: They ef 
rather ſuppoſe, that thoſe prophecies thai a 
have been 0 0 0 do look unto] pen. 
Giri, and But then it mut be 
ee up at there is a ſudden] the 
e F om my 19 r Perſon or thing, 8: 
unto the M nd that two different uſt 
events, are ee, 4, An the ſame contigu'dÞ 1 
ane, Th s. 05 E in the} He 
2 Jam. vil. 12,.16., ful Hille th in Solo- ron 
mon, 299 it in one greater chan omen. They 
omiſe to David in ver. 12, That when rd 
577 days were 1 850 aud be  ſheuld ley i - 1 


th bis fal bers; Cod would. ſet up bis Jl . o 
after him, i hat ſhguld proceed out of bis bowels; Nh 
and. efabliſh his Kingdom: this was literally [i 
verified in 15 n - But then the promiſe 
in the 16 v hat bis Houſe and Kings I 1 
dym ;foould | be dae for ors and 4 of | 
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Sis Throne ſhould be eftabliſhed fur ever; ; 
rough \it might firſt refer to, could not 
Iltimately terminate in Solomon ; but 
Hointed to a more ſtable and durable Reign 
han bis, even to an everlaſting duminius 
Fich ſhall not paſs away ; and ta a king- 
m which ſhall nat be deſtroy'd. In this 
Senſe the P/a1mift underſtands this promiſe, 
n Pſal. Ixxxix. 36, 37. His Seed Hall en- 


be 4 re for ever, and bis Throne as the Sun 
ey ** me. I ſhall be eftabliſh*d for ever as 
hat K 3 and as a faithful witneſs in Hea= 


atoÞ And agreably, from this © prophecy, 
ut be tradition univerſally obtain'd among 
he Jews, that the Maſſiab müſt be the S 
F David. Which interpretation we; ſee 
Juſtified by the event. 

Bor 1 don't deſign to inſiſt upon this 
Head, my preſent purpuſe leading me to 
; onfier the accompliſhment of pripbecy, on- 
Wy in the ſecond and ſtrongeſt ſenſe. Jay 
der to which, I proceed to obſerve ; 
41 III. Tuar there were Prophecies. of our 
Lord 7% Chriſtin the Ol Teſtamont, 
(s; bich are ſtrictly, literally, and exactiy 
y ulfilled.” 

ſe} Tis time before us will not allow, that 
1 ſhould enter: into à diſtinct conſideration 


* „ T . <p 
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every where found in the Old Teſtament 


curſory. view of tome of thoſe prediction 


* Y 


=y — 
F 
4 d jr 

* 11 


0 context, which every way gives Ju- 


and ſhew how they are verified in Chrif|% 
I-ſhall therefore only conſider four or five 
of thoſe, that exactly point out the time o 
our Lord's coming, and then juſt take: 


that deſcribe the circumſtances of His ap- 
pearing. 10g. 1 
I begin with the bleſſing of dying Jaca 
to his ſon Fudab, Gen. xlix. 10. The Sccp- 
ter ſhall not depart from Fudah, nor a Lau- 


* giver from between his feet, until $ HI L OHPat 
come; and unto Him ſhall the gathering Pic 
the people be. Iy is generally allow'd, even! 
by the Fews themſelves, that by SHILOHIH An 
here, is meant the Meſiab : And thus theitf tha 


three Targums expound it &. But there 1 
is not ſuch a joint agreement among In- 
terpreters, in the meaning of the word ir 
SCHEBET or Scepter. The modern Fews,þ& 
in deſpight to Chriſt, do perverſly under- 

ſtand it a Rod of correction. But this is 

to do utmoſt violence to the whole ſcope 


h the pteference above the other Tribes; 


— 
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and does not mark him out for ſpecial 
rorrection. And it equally milita tes againſt 
the event, which ſhews us, that Judah has 
Hot drunk ſo deep of God's fierce diſplea- 
ure, as the other 'T ribes ; whoſe name and 
Femembrance are long, ſince blotted out 
4 dann unde Heaven. Beſides, it's evi- 
Went, that an emblem of Dominion and 


cd E — —. is hereby deſign'd, from the 
cc: Following clauſe, nor a Lawgiver frem ben 
a. wen His feet : For, how 1 pray, 99 26 a 


ate of correction, 0 l 
hiction, conſtitute them a Legi//ature, , 
4 Bur leaving theſe Rabbinical "dreams 
and dotages ; I muſt take lea ve to obferye, 
That the generality: of Interpreters, have 
den! I think ) miſtaken the meaning of... this 
In- Nord, ſuppoſing, from the uſe of a Scepter 
In our times, that it muſt, imply an enſign 
pf Royal or Imperial . puwer ; and thence 
anderſtand the prophecy, that a Kingh do- 
inion ſhould remain in the hands of Fu- 
Fab, until the coming of Chriſt, But there 
are Tack objettions in the way of this In- 
erpretation, that I cannot come into it. 
Particularly, it ſeems very inaccurate, | to 
peak of the Scepter's departing from him 
ho never had it. Judah at this time had 
no Aingly power, and therefore could 2 
28. " + 0 


65, 
ler- 
IS 1s 


was an Idumean, and none of em * 7. | 


oy having a King, or being a Kingdom; but 
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loſe ſt. And the Kingdom was ſo far from F 
continuing in that Tribe, from the time of® 
the prophecy, until the coming of "Chriſt av 
that there was no Royal dthoriey in amy Cl 
of the Tyibe, for much the greateſt part of Able 
the time: Tt commenc'd in David, and 0 
ended in Zedekiah. It not only ceas 0 
but periſh'd at the -Babyloniſh captivin® 
For though there was a regal authority, af, 
ter their return from Babylon, exerciſed vl Hair 
the Maccabees and Herod : yet the forme Ife 
were of the Tribe of Levi, and theatre 


. 


ne 


abs poſterity. LE 
. kiiteldre chuſe with Mr. Mede: to un 
derſtand the word SCEPTER to lignif, I 
te not Kingly dominion only; but an 
& power or Majeſty of government, un- 
et der what nn name ſoe ver; wherec 
c A Rod or Haff was anciently the enſign 
& Whence every FJribe is called SCHEBEINU 
4 the word here uſed) as being unite if 
_ toptther under one Haff, or power a The 
wy Government. The meaning therefore, De 
6e is nor; that Judah ſhall "never ceaſe fromP 


er that it ſhould not ceaſe from being a Ju 
e Fats, a Body Politic, or Common- lor 


3 wealth, having a power of a of 
x 6 Ol * 


FCI TAN IT.. 99 
onlils 6 Jütiane ton within" it felf, utgl 


- of & Meffab, come. Thus Mr. Mede, 1 


if Favour of whoſe conſtruction of this s 29 


any CHEBET or SCEPTER, it is remark: 

t of ple, that the word is not only frequently 
andWſed for Tribe, and particularly applied to 
$a Wrery of the Tribes of Iſtael, Numb. xiti g 
ity, Mereby not obſcurely intimating, that it 
af. Vas ſuch an Enſign of Government as per- 
| by Jain'd to each of the Tribes : But it's alſo 


0 . 
* 


met {ſed in the ſenſe I contend for, in this 
tte Fery Context, Thus ver/2 16. Dan Nl judge 
5% people, as one of the Tribes (or SCEP=" 
ERS) 4 Vrael. From Which uſe of the 
un; Nord in the 16th verſe, it appears plain to 
ify,þ e, that not only Dan, but each of t 5 
21 ther Patriarchs, then had the Spepter o 
un. Judgment in their hands, And 1 can't. 
real ſee that there was any other Septer pro- 
ſiguſnis'd to Judab in the 10th, than to Dan 


r off 
ore, ; 
romP 
but 
1g 4 
101- 
rent 
ok 


(Y 


ua 
to 


Judges, or; Heads of their 77 


long time after; even until the. 


w 3% 
«+ & 2 F1 


Ir 


EI a the 1675 verſe of this Chapter. The 
ireliiference, between them conſiſted not in 
| he formal nature of their Government or 
Dominion; but in the duration or conti- 
ce of it. They each had, according 
is. prophecy, their keine Arens 
ena 

PU 
of the Len Tribes, when Dan loſt his Scepter, | 


= 


«y 
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Now if this Interpretation. FR allowaff OE 
me (as I cannot ſee why it ſhould. not) 
it's obvious to every eye, that this famous 
prophecy has had a literal, full, and per- da 
ſpicuous accompliſhment. The 'Stepter ne- tec 
ver departed from Judah, until the com- Ar 
ing of Chriſt. Even in the time of the! TX: 
Babylaniſh captivity, they yet had their. . 
Lawygivers from between their feet ; they be- of 
ing indulged the uſe of their own Laws, & & 

when remov'd from their own. land, an 
appears from Eſther iii. 8. And Hamas 25 
ſaid upto Abaſuerus, there is a certain people Þ thy 
ſeattered. abroad, and. diſperſed among the "4 
people, in all the provinces 55 thy Kingdom; |? 
Aud heir Jaws art diverſe from all pec ple, 77 
nit her keep they the King's laws, © up 
Bur how ſoon after the Incarnation of 7 
our bleſſed Saviour, did Judah loſe all au- © 
thority ; 'both their Civil and Ecclefiaſtical Þ ©? 
State being utterly ſubverted ! And they Þ=/-- 
Fo _ of ſwaying a Scepter, are become 
„ aſtoniſhment, a Bing, and | perpetual de- 
Fan ir 
Ali are not we our ſelves, as well as 
the other Obriſtian Nations, a happ 7 evi- i 
dence of the gatherin 'the people. unto this 
predicted Wie, acco Wut to the nd 
before us? SITY | 
g ande NI i It 0 27 
4 + 


N 
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va 
t) 
ous 
Cre 
ne- 


m- 
| exactly verified in our glorious Saviour. 
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Tuvs we have blazing evidence, that 
the Patriarch Jacob did foreſee Crit $ 
day, and foretel both the time, and con- 
ſequence of His appearing in the World: 
And that this prediction! is punctually and 


I ſhall tiow proceed to the conſideration 
of another prophecy, which likewiſe pre- 
ciſely points out the time of the Mela 
deen, It is that in Dan. ix. 24, 

„26 Stventy weeks are determin'd_upott 


: TH per ple, and upon thy holy City; to finiſh 
tranſgreſſiin, and to make an end of ſin, and 


o make reconciliation for iniquity, aud fa 


bring in everlaſting Righteouſn 75 and to ſeal 
up the viſion and prophecy, and to anoint tt 


MOST. H LZ. Know therefore, and un- 
derftand; that from tbe going forth e the 
commandment o reftare and to build Ferus 
ſalem, unto Meſſiah the Prince, ſhall be ſeuen 
weeks and threeſtore and _ weeks, "The 
ſtreets Hall be built. again and the walls, even 


| in troublbus times. And after thregſcost and 


two weeks, Joal Meſſiah be cut off ; ; hlt not 
for Himſelf.” Aud .the people cf, the Prince 
Nen "Bat che, Pall 40 Rroy 155 City an 
pk ary 3 "and he end thereof ſhall be with. 
4 od ad unte the end of the MW. defola- 
* ant termi d. 5 
CY Na Hangs, 
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Hex is a plain prediction, that withinflthe 
the ſpace of Seventy prophetical Weeks, al us t 
weeks of years (that is 490-years, as theſrier] 
Fewiſh Rabbins themſelves expound it [dat 
the great things determin'd upon. the eu- Jas a 
2% people and the holy City, ſhould be end 
accompliſh'd, tranſgreſſion figulh'd, recon·¶ the 
ciliation made for iniquity, everlaſting the 
and brought in, the viſion andi tim 

ropbecy ſeald up, and the MOST HOLIHAn 
anointed. And within /even weeks and 05 
ey uo weeks ( that is 483 years.) aftet Dic 


the going orth of the Commandment to thes 


Kea and to build Feru/alem, the Meſſiah tra: 


* 


1ould: appear, and be cut off; but not for ary 
Aimſelf: And that after His death, the Wa 
Cizy and Sanctuary ſhould be deſtroy d, and“ 
the people given up to deſolations. Nov] to 
every one enen may ſee Þ its, 
a moſt exact accompliſument of this prophecy, 
. 'Taougn, we have not ſo plain and ex- 
preſs direction, when to begin the /eventy 
Weeks, or 490 years ; within which term, a. 
All thoſe tranſactions relating to the Mas- fo 
n were to be accompliſſ d: We ara wi 
Mainly told, that the ry nine weeks, or th 
483, years, were to commence. with the of 
ding forth of the Commandment to reſtore _. 
or to build Tertſalem; c IA th te 


* — 
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hin the exciſion, or death of the Meſſiah. Let 
aus then begin this reckoning on the twen- 
thefStieth year of Artaxerxes Longimanus (the 
it date of the Decree for building Feru/alem, 
- Jas appears from Neb. ii. 1.) and it will 
beſyend on the thirty third year after Chriſ, 
2n-Mthe:year of His death. I hus exactly did 
ing the event anſwer, the prophecy, as to the 
Nd | time of His manifeſtation, and crucifixion. 
And were not the predicted . conſequences 
nd & of His coming, alſoi moſt exactly fulfilled ? 
8 Did not the Ramaus, the future people f 
. | this Prince (as the 26th verſe might be 
* | tranſlated ) deſtroy the City and Sanctu- 
for ary ;..and bring the determin'd flood 
be N war and deſolations on the Jeuiſa State? 
nd Nzves did face anſwer more” exactly 
» | to face in a glaſs, than this praphecy and 
& its accompliſoment. in our Lord, Foſs: Chriſt 
answer one another ; that to reſdſe our 
x: aſſent to this glat ing evidence, is nut only 
tx ſtupidity, but obſtinate blindneſs. . E Ven 
n, 2 Pagan Porphyry was long ſince ſd co 
„founded with this prophecy, that he could 
re with all his learning and craft, find no 
x || ther anſwer, buy that it was Mane and 
18 of a; laten date igt oni 
0 ANOTHER orogbecy, which evidently fore» 
dels Tha time of our Sauiour s dppearing3 


aa 3 
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may be found in Hag. ii. 7, 9. And I wil 25 
| Hale all Nations; and the defire of all Na. v8 

tions ſball-come ; and I will fill this Hou chir 
with glory, faith the Lord of Hoſts. Tl last 
glory of this latter Houſe ſhall ye greater thanlſwas 
of rbe' former, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ; andy Aug 
iu this place will I give peace, ſaith the Lord In 
of Hoſts.” Theſe words conſiſt of a three-ſ 
fold prediction, (1) The convulſions and 
confuſſons that all Nations were to be ex. 
erciſed with. (2) The appearance of the. 
deſire. of all Nations in the Temple then 
building; whereby it ſhould exceed theſſ 
fotmer Temple in glory. And (3) The 
peace that ſhould be conſequent upon the 
manifeſtation of the Prince of Peace. Now aÞþ 
to the firſt, none acquainted with Hiſto- 
ry, is ignorant of the bright accompliſh- 
ment of it, by the ravages and devaſtatiom 

made im the World, by Alexander and ii 
his followers; By the perperual bloody 
wats. and-deſolations, continued in the four 
Kingdoms, that ſucceeded to, and food 
up in the place of the great horn of that 
yough Goat; And by i Romans, whoſe 
| g "ſword at laſt brought dem all 
into ſubjection. ---- And then, how ſoon 
after the end of this contuſion” of the Na- 
Wer did the deſire of all Nations come 
(6 into 
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into the Temple; and by His ſacred pre- 
_ ſence,. make that Houſe more glorious, 
than the former, though it was in every 
F thing elſe inferior to it! And as to the 
al of theſe predictions, how cxactly 
Vang was it fulfilled, in the peaceable Reign of 

— Auguſtus, wherein all Nations ſeem d to 
ord have forgot their former fierceneſs and 
Frage, as well as the uſe of their N 
Armour 
e Taus we are irreſiſtibly conftrain'd to 
thi acknowledge the accomphſhment of this 
"prophecy, in our Lord Feſus Chriſt, by His 
nel oming at the very time here foretold, im- 
he N mediately after the Making ef all Nations, 
the uring the continuance of the ſecond Tem- 
ape; and in that remarkable time of uni- 
to-Nverfal peace. 

A fourth famous prediction of the tine 
ff our Lord's Incarnation, is that in Mal. 
ni. 1. Behold, I will ſend my Meſſenger, and 
be ſhall prepare the way befure me : And the. 
ue Lord, when ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to His 
d Temple; z even the Meſſenger of the Covenant, 
al hem ye delight in: Behold, He ſhall come, ' 
ſe B/aich the Lord of Hoſts... That this prophecy 
ul aid relate to the Meſſiah, is clearly mani- 
n feſt by the Titles and Epithers here given 
12 fi, The Lord on 14 tek, The Wa | 


le 
, 77 
0 eas "Po, 
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of th Civenant, whom ye delight in. And mou 


tit was fulfilled in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ed, 
is equally manifeft, by his appearing in the Van. 
+ Semple, before the deſtruction of ir, Aud · pp 
denly after the Meſſenger, viz. John Bap - gro 
mit, was ſent to prepare his way, by Bap- We 
. tizing, preaching repentance, and warn- he 
ing the people to believe in Him that Ear 

; ſhould come after him. But this is ſo plain allo 
that I need not inſiſt upon it. hin 
I might here have alſo urged Nebuchad- 2 
aezzar's Dream, in Dan ii. 31, 46. of c 
as a prapbetical indication I t VOL 


* 


| | he time off 
the Meſſia}'s appearing. By which is fore-Þf 
told, that after the expiration of the Third, 
and during the ſubſiſting of the Furth M.. (97 
farchy, a ſtone ſhould be cut out of the en 
Mountain without hands, that ſhould break Ngte 
F the Furth or Roman M-narchy to pieces, fro 

. and become a great Muntain, that ſhall 
fill the whole Earth; or as the Prophet ex- 
pounds it, a Kingdom that ſhall never bi de 
moved. ---- The exact verification of which 105 
prophecy is too obvious, to eſcape the no- 72 
tice of any obſerver. None that has but if 
dipt in the Roman Hiſtory can be ignorant, 2. 
that our Lord did appear in the height fe 
and glory of that Emplre; that after His * 
advent, the Foarrh Monarchy did gradually 

2 6 : moulder 
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97 
nd moulder away, until 'twas utterly ſubvert- 
bed, by the inundation of the Goths and 
Pasdal,; ; and that this fone, againſt all 
id. ſoppoſition from that Kingdom, of iron, bas 
grown to a great Mountain; and will (as 
ap- e may ſurely conclude from this pro- 
r- phecy) in His own time, fill the whole 
* Earth. But the time before us will not 
allow me to perticularly inſiſt n theſe 
Things. 

0. BETORE 1 proceed to the conſideration, 
pf other prophecies of our Bleſſed Saviour, L 
would here take liberty to obſerve, that 
not only the Fews, but all the neighbour- 
ping Nations, did about the time of Cbhriſt's 


2 


coming, entertain raiſed expectations of 


great Revolutions upon the World. And 
from whence ſhould they derive theſe no- 
tions; or whence. form rheſe e 
x. but from theſe cited prophecies. If it 
ze be alledged, that they might find theſe 
ich Prediction in the books of che Sybills, the 


\0. ſuppoſal adds force to our Argument: For 


hut if theſe were really diſtinct prophecies, their 
nt. accompliſoment in the Perſon of our Lord 
bt 7e Chriſt, is addit ional evidence to His 
Tis Divine Miſſion. But if theſe Sybilline pro- 


t Pbecies were Cas they are thought by very 


ler | % 0 learned 


ome glorious Monarch, that ſhould bring 
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n % 'Feiſh compo- 
defign'd to propagate the . of 
the Mzſiab, and to —— the way for ©. 
His reception by the Gentiles; and called Be 
SybiIline, only from a Hebrew or Chaldee BS 
word of the fame found; which ſignifies Þ << 
to propheſy *.' This convinces us that 
theſe Divine Oracles under conſideration, 
were underſtood by the Jes before Cbriſt Brit 
not only to 1 to the Meſſiah, but to 
point out the very rime of His manifeſta- | 
con, 
J" * 2.704 thete were ſuch ekpeckations a- 
the Nations; about the time of orf 
Ton "5 incarriation is ſet in a clear'light, Þ © 
by many learned Writers, particularly by 
e Biſhop" of Ovventry and Lirchfield, + © 
No ſooner C75 ys be way the Kingdom * 
gf the Sleuciller ( one of the remaining 
branches of Daniels third Kingdom 
wi * extinguiſhed by Pompey, in the perſon 
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e of may and Lived Defence of Chi 

51 Def. of Cbeiſ. p 24 125. T have not that Book 
by me, and de ſhort Notes T took out of it Wien 
I read it, will not eable me to acqvaint the Rrader 
From what Authors he ropk $3his piece of Hiſtory of a 
4 nf 5 refer W 9 the 8 Bogk jr ſelf, for 
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po 
h 
for they ſaw. the ſign of their Redemption, 
led} in the dawaings of the Fyurth Monarchy, 
” 

fies “ how ( tho? indeed originally from the 
hit. Jews ) that nature was in pangs to 
on, bring forth a King for the Roman people. 
ifr, | At which the frightned Senate decreed 
to the ſtrangling of every child that ſhould 
ta- de born wirhin that year; But their 


„ the Decree ; and ſo Huguſtus was fuf- 
< fered to live. Then Lentulus, thinking 
< this to be the fatal year of the Roman 


4 man intended. for the new Empire, 
became principal in Cataliue s c 


© of Antiochus Aſiaticus; but the Jeus 
ce every where lifted up cheir heads, as if 


Then rumors went about, no body knew 


es vain hopes of having that King in their 
« own family, ſpoiled. the execution of 


© Government, and that he might be the 


on 
66 ſpiracy. Thus he. | 3 Weg YL 
To which I may add, that Jeſephus in 
a baſe ſervile flattery to the Emperaur 
Veſpaſian, applies thefe propbecies to him, 
and ſays, I hat which abiafiy excited the 
Fews to war, was an ambiguous prophecy 
found in the ſacred Books ; that at that 
time, ſome one within their country Jhoull 
ariſe, that Mould obtain the Empitt of be 

| O 2 260! mad hole 
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whole World k. And Tacitus 1 and Se 
tonius N- two Roman Hiſtorians report, 
That ie was contained in the ancient book 
of the Prieſts Caccording to one) or ii Mee 
the Fates ( according to the'ottier ) thai ſapp 
one from Jude ſhould at that time ( theſ ſſtan 
time of Ve/paſian- ) obtain the Dominion. De 
Much more might be added, to ſhew the 
common expectation of the Meſſiah, about] 


the time of Chriſt's coming, both by the An 
255 and alſo by the Gentiles now made] dea 
quainted with the 1 by theſ tha 


Greek tranſlation of them. the 

Bor it's time I ſhould return to the con · ¶ fro. 
Lilerarion of ſome other prophecies, that the 
predict the circumſtances and — we 
of our Lord's appearing. we 

Ir was foretold, that the: Meſſiah ſhouli Ncor 
de born of- a Virgin, Iſai. vii. 14. In the] 
Town of Bethlehem, Mich. v. 2. That he 
Hould reſide in Galilee ; and particularly 
An Zebulon and Napbtali, Ifai; ix. l. That 
He ſhould enter Jeruſalem upon an Aſs, 
and a colt the fole of an Aſs, Zech. ix. 9. 
'T as "of Tage er me the 
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yes of the blind ſhould be open'd, and'the 
ars of the deaf unſtopped, the lame reſtor d 
o the uſe of their limbs, and the dumb to their 
Vpeech, as Iſai. xxxv. 5, 6. That He ſhould 


Sue 
ort, 
90 
it 


Hai appear in low, mean, and afflicted circum- 
thefſſtances' ; be deſpis'd and rejected of the Fews, 
ion. he 4 man of ſorrows and acquainted with 
thelgrief, Iſai. liii. 2, 3. That He ſhould finally 


outſhe cut off but not for Himſelf, Dan. ix. 26. 
theftAnd-the particular circumſtances of His 
ade death, with the - opprobry and ignominy 
theſthar attended it, were likewiſe foretold by 
the Prophets. And I need not tell you 
on: from the Evangelical Hiſtorians, how all 
hat theſe circumſtances of His life, and death, 
| were exactly fulfiled in our Lord Chrift. 
Ax as to the con/equents of the Meſſiah's 
uu coming, it was propheſied, that after His 
death, the Fewiſh ſacrifices and oblations 
Hould ceaſe, their holy City and Sanctuary be 
deſtroy d; and they made deſolate, Dan. ix. 
26, 245. That He ſhould bring forth judg- 
ſs, nent to the Gentiles, who ſhould come to His 
9. Bight, and ſee His Righteguſne/s and Glory, 
he Iſai. xlii. 1. and Ix. 3. and Ixii. 2. Which 
were ſo viſibly accompliſb d, in cutting off 


che natural branches of the Olive-tree, and 
graffing the Gentiles into the ſame: flock 3 
thatitmuſt be wilful blindneſs, not to * 
4 | 
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I might largely inſiſt upon this ſubject the 
and ſhew you, that there is ſcarce anyfſ{Hit 
paſſage of the birth, life, ſufferings, death He 
reſurtection, aſcenſien, or glory of our Scha 
viour ; or ſcarce any circumſtance of the rot 
ſtare. of His Kingdom here in the World ſhaft 
but what are particularly | propheſied of it bog 
the Olu Teſtament. But the time will notfflof x 
allow; not does the caſe require, that NW OI 
Mould — 5 upon this Head. 1 chere] ir 
fore: proceed to conſider, vip 1 f in 
IV. Tnar the | accompliſhment of theſſ hen 
propllecies is a ture evidence, that 7% ref 
'Ghrift is the Me ſſiah. | 60 

I confeſs indeed, that the accompliſh 
ment of ſome ſingle prophecies in our Lori L. 
Zane is not convincing proof, thiſ pre 
He was neceſſarily the Perſon predidedfplai 
and pointed out by them. There wen; 
(for example) many others, beſide 70% 
of Nazareth in Fudea, before the Scepte 
Heparted from Fudab, who deſcended: fro 
the Tribe of Fudah, from the loins of 4 
vrabam and David, were born at Betbleben, jebi 
at the ſame time that the Meſſiab was to thi; 
be expected, Sc. But then, the united 44 has 
oompliſument of all theſe Propheczes: in ouff On 
: Bleſſed Herd, renders the evidence cleaſſ the 
"= inconteſtable, that the chan, ads 

tho 2: 


o 
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ject . che Meſſiah, in the Prophets, be long d to 
an) Him, and him only. There was none but 
ach le, that with any colour could claim the 
e Characters of deſcending from Alrubam, 
the from Judab, and David; of appearing: 
rid fhaſte483 years afterithie Decree for build»: 
f it E ag and e ruſalem ; of being born 
noſ of a Virgin, in a# 1002 of Bethlehem ; of. 
at working ſo many wiractes ; of dying and 
ere _ again; a ſetting up a Spiritual 
Kingdom, whereunto the Gentiles. ſhould 
helfe fubjeRted ; And all the-many other 
'eſſprophetic deſcriptions of His Perſbn and 
I 6overnment, too many to be here diſtinct - 
iy enumerated; which all agreed to our 
o Lord Joſus, and therefore as I oer d) 
tha prove Him to be the Meſſiah. This will 
rec plain! appear, if We conſiderr, 
ren 1. x HAT the acoomplifhment of chemi 
gulf pbecies is a clear and certain r of 
pra their Divine original. N IT 
ron © Finite under Ran dings can bd no 
A means of foreknowlege, but either con- 
en jecturul, from the nature and reaſon of 
u things ; or by inſpiration from Him, who. 
ay has all things preſent and to come in His 
ou Omniſcient eye. By one of theſe means 
leaf therefore all the events we have been con- 
oF fidering,, muſt have been feretad; or elſe 
tho 2:.: they 


Ae 
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p 
they were all a juggle and iuseſture. Mere] 
conjecture they could not be; for what] 
reſemblance could be found, in all the face 
of Nature, of an Incarnate God; or what wh 
even obſcureſt hints of the time, manner, a; 
and conſequences of His manifeſtation ?P 
Nor could they have been an impoſture ;| 
for if ſo, they could not be juſtified by the] u 
event. We ſce em fulſilled; and thence i 
are aſcertain'd that they were prepbeticalh 
foretold. We ſee that God Himſelf ac- me 
knowleges the prophecy, by its completion; ple 
which He would not have done, in juſti - ſon 
fication of moſt audacious and impudent G 
decei vers. The conſequence therefore] the 
irreſiſtibly forces it {elf upon us, that theſe on 
were the Oracles of God. It is a juſt chal-Þ Ba 
lenge, and reaſonable Argument, in Ifai.] all 
xli. 2a, 23. Let them bring forth and ſheuÞi wt 
4s what | ſhall. happen. Let them ſhew, the m: 
former things what they be, that we may con- ho 
ſider them; and;know the latter end of them: ¶ a. 
or declare us things for ta come. Shew. tbe th 
things that are to come bereafier, that we-may an 
know that ye are Gods. P pe 
I know, of but one Objection that can; 
with any colour be offer d againſt this ar- th 
guing; which is, that Diabolical predicti- I pb 
ens have often been fulfiled, as appears by > 
W131 & 
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the ancient Oraclos of the Heathen, fo 
frequently conſulted; and ſo frequently 
verified by tlie event. In anſwer to 
which, I need not inſiſt upon the craft 
and colluſion uſed in thoſe Oracles ; or the 
dark and doubtful meanings, in which 


I they were uſually deliver'd, ſeldom to be 
L uriderſtood, but by the iſſue. But I allow. 


| Balaam be the Prophet. 


12. 


perfections. But I proceed to conſider, 
2. Tr it's hence neceſſary, that all 


er n, he deceived... 0 e 
* x Tis 


* 
9 71 2 . 
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Tu accompliſhment of theſe prophecies || 
diſcovers their glorious Author ; the Author, | 
their neceſſary truth and faithfulneſs. If 


they are of Divine original, they have af. 


Divine veracity ; and can no more be charg- 
able with falſhood, or miſtake in any in- | 


ſtance, than God can deny or contradict Þ 46 


Himſelf. Ae | 
Tus have we ſtrongeſt and moſt un- 
queſtionable aſſurance from the holy Pro- 


phets, that our Lord Feſus Chriſt, whom if 


they have foreſeen, and of whom they 
have ſo particularly foretold, is the VWon- 
derful Counſellor, the Mighty God, the Ever- 
laſting Father, the Prince of Peace; that He 
3s God's own Son; and the Man that is His 
Flow; that He is. Immanuel God with us, 
the Lord our Righteouſneſs ; and the Salva- 
tion of the ends of the Earth : And in a 


word, that all things are fulfilled that were 


written in the Law of Moſes, in the Prophets, 
and in the Pſalms. concerning Him. 
I am aware that Porphyry's ancient ob- 
jection may be urged againſt all this, That 
theſe prophecies were all written' ſince the 
event; and ſo are indeed rather hiſtories 
of what is paſt, than predictions of things 
to come. But this is abſolutely impoſſible, 
the ſacred Books having been kept = 
Mt 0 6 
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„„ hands of the bittereſt enemies of Cbriſti- 


e — 


| anity ( 5 I mean ) whoſe malice 


againſt Chriſt would not have allow'd em 


Chad they been capable) to have con- 
ſpir'd in ſuch a forgery and interpolation. 


Can, it be imagin'd, that they would 


have devis' d theſe prophecies on purpoſe 


to have brought a perpetual infamy upon 
themſelves? Could they thus frame wea- 
pons againſt their Religion, and ſtudy the 
confuſion of their own faces! Beſides, 


if they had been willing, they could . not 


have been able thus to have. impos'd upon 
the World. Had it been poſſible that all 
the Fews in the World, in their moſt di- 


| ſtant diſperſions, ſhou'd have to a man com- 
bin'd in this undertaking; had they corrup- 
ted all their Bibles ; and not left one copy 
to detect the fraud (which is unreaſonable 


. 


enough to ſuppoſe) This bleſſed Book 
was in the hands of multitudes beſide 


them, ; and every. where diſpers'd among 
the Gentiles, eſpecially in the Greek tranſla- 


tion of it; who muſt alſo have been in the 


conſ} piraGypit any ſuch thing had been done, 
In a word, the World muft have conſpir'd 
in this curſed, impoſture; and no copy of 


the Bible be left to bewray the villainy ; 


nor any man know how, why, ot when it 
OY. POT os 09a OE MIS 
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"was done. But it's time we proceed td 
ſome Improvement of the Doctrine, 


And, 


prophecies of the te are by their 40 
 compliſkment in our Lord eſus Chriſt, 


Predicted avidur of the World ; ſo 11 


of His Heavenly Miſon. 
Tus Mefia was foretold to be 4 Prophy 
ile unto. Moſes, whom We Jpould hear in al 
* zhings, Deut. xvili, 15. And our blefed ſil 


las jultißed! His claim to c character, bi 
is many Propheties of future TH 5, which 
. been ſo punctualiy 5 rified. HA 
not only diſcover? d the moſt eefer thought ; 


8 


of men's hearts ; ; and foretold the treaſoiſ 
"of udas, while confin d to his on breaſt 
"and xerhaps before . it was corſceiv d in his 
mind; But alſo particularly” fore-ſhew'c 
"His own death, with the manner and cit 
Cumſtances of it, the tine of His continu- 
;ance in the grave, His feſurrection, and 

- plorious HA 125 He romiſed to the 
poſtles and others the gifts if the Hp) 


N, 1 


Cboſt; with His miraculous powers and 
Operations. He predicted the dektrbenl 


Teſtimon from Heaven hat He 10 N 


wiſe is the completion of His own predificfi 
ons, an attcitation unto. and confirmatio 


{of 
0 7 


© de 
J. WE hence learn, th tas the forp geit 
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<1 of Jeriſalem, and the utter abolition of the 
"Temp, with the preludes of that amazing 
II deſolation. And I need not be particular 
ing in ſhewing you the exact accompliſp ment 
of all, theſe prophecies ; nor have 1 time to 
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Teſtament, profeſſedly received from Him, 
ie. and ſpoken in His name. I ſhall there» 
tore Tele one only from among them, 
io the verification whereof is at this time vi- 
Tfible to all the World: The prediction of 
p Antichriſt I mean; the time of whoſe. com- 
1 ing was foretold to be upon the downfall 
of the Roman Empire: pen that could no 
b longer Ter, or reſtrain, his Tyranny, 2 The/. 
ich i. ta The manner " of his coming was to be 

wit 

1 above all that is called God, and worſhipped 3 
o and yet under the guiſe of a mipiſter of Re- 
{NR /igion, fitting in the Temple of God, and 
there ſtrengthning 8 his intereſt by al power, 
and ſigns, and Tying wonders, 2 Theſ. li. 
4, 11. The place of his reſidence was to 
be i in a great Ci, bullt' upon ten moun- 
tains ; that is, in the City. of Rome, which 
only anſwers this deſcri 000, Rey. xvii. 
9, 18, His Reign was to He: ryratmical, with 
1 horrible perſe eu Hon of the Saints. Rev, xiij 7, 
on and elle where. Nowy who can help * 
co 


conſider the many prophecies in the New 


pride and arrogance, exalting himſelf 
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ſee an exact accompliſhment of theſe, ana 
many other characters of Antichriſt, in th Ble 
Pope and Roman papacy; and thereby a ful Flo] 
evidence of our Saviour's Omniſcience, His 
foretelling theſe events? wats. 
II. Hxnce are we inſtructed in the Di. perl 
vine Authority of the ſacred Scriptures, refe 

Tux , Spirit of prophecy, which everyffent 
where appears in them, muſt neceſſarily of ! 

"be the Spirit of God; who only (as we have fuln 
heard) can be the Author of a true pri- Ithe 
Z n ril 
Tus Old Teftament has this atteſtation e, 

to its verity and Divine original, it being"! 
- throughout. a continued ſeries of 4c © 
pliſb d prophecy, A great part of tha! 
bleſſed Book conſiſts, either of more direct, #*" 
clear, and expreſs, or more dark and allu · 
ſive pri lictions, of the hope of Iſrael, and con 


* 


1 


; falvatiog by Chriſt, 


2 # 


Bbstprs the more explicit prophecies of 
this great ſalvation, interſperſed through" 
F almoſt every book of the Old Teftament ; 91 
What were all the typical perſons, the **! 
typical actions and ordinances ; and what 
the whole Moſaic Inſtitution, with the Le- ths 
vitical Prieſthood, Rites and Ceremonies ; of 
; and eſpecially their Sacrifices, and bloody thz 
Oblationß; but pes and Shadows of our f Sa. 


< W 


and 
the 
ful 
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[Bleſſed Saviour, to keep alive their Faith, 
Hope, and Deſire of His Salvation, before 


His coming? There are indeed ſome 


HFiiſtorical parts of this holy Book, not pro- 
J perly prophetical : but theſe have alſo their 
reference unto Chriſt, and not only repre- 
ſent God's care, guidance, and government 
of His Church ; but alto ſhew us His faith= 


fulneſs in ſecuring the promis'd Seed, in 


the promis'd line ; and in preſerving the. 
Tribes entire, that our Lord's deſcent might 


be, as was promiſed, from the loins of A. 
wrabam, the Tribe of Judab, and the fami- 
ly of David. e i 
Tnuvus was a great part of the Old Teſta- 
ment an Index, to point out the Perſon of 
Chrift, with the time, manner, end, and 
onſequences of His manifeſtation. And 
the full and bright accompliſhment of all 
theſe things, is not only a verification of 
me promiſes and prephecies ; but a declara- 
tion from Heaven, that theſe Scripturcs 
were given by inſpiration of God, 

I might here alſo, as a further evidence 
that the Old Teſtament is indeed the Word, 
of God, conſider the many other prophecies 
that had no ſpecial reference unto Chriſt. 
duch were the particular predictions of the 
vaſtly numerous poſterity of Abraham ; of 

N rne 
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the children of Vraels 5 ſojourning in Egypt 3 bu 


of the time of their continuance and ſtate] 
of bondage there; of their, deliyerance, 


return to Canaan, utter extirpating the In- 
habitants ; and 570. flouriſhing circum- 


ſtances during their obedience in that hap- 


0 


( 
| 
} 


py land. ---- Such likewiſe were the pre- 
diftions of the Ten Tribes deſtruction ; off 


the Babyloniſp captivity, with the term of 
its duration; of the circumſtances of the 
t after their return, and of their deſo- 


ation and diſperſion, for their rejeCtingſ 


of Chriſt, — And ſuch alſo were the nu- 
merous * prophecies relating to particular 


Perſons, Kingdoms, or Countries; as well 
as the prophetical deſcription of the Fou 


ſucceſhve Monarchies ; and of the ſtate of 
the World, during the continuance of each 
of them, and after the ſubverſion of 'em 
all. There are, as you all know, innume. 
rable accompliſh” 4 prophecies of this kind; 
every where in the Old Teſtament, and 
therein innumerable evidences, that thoſe 
boly Books were the dictates of God Hirtiſelf 

Tur New Teſtament” has likewiſe, from 
hence, ſureſt confirmation of its Truth and 
Divinity; not only by the multiplied pro- 
phecies therein contain'd ,many of which are 
Haflis, and ſome are yet to be expected; 


but 


it, 
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but alſo by the glorious light reflected upon 
ate] it, by the predictions of this New Diſpenſa- 


ce, tion in the Old Teftament. The Old Teſta- 
In- ment has foretold the coming and Kingdom 
m- ¶ of the Maſſab; the New Teſtament aſſures us 
1p- that He is come, and has erected His ſpiri- 
re- tual Kingdom, as was predicted of Him. 
of The Old Teſtament Diſpenſation confiſted 
_ of of many Types, Shadows, and myſtical Ce- 
the Þ remonies ; the New Teſtament ſhews us how 
ſo- I} they were compleated in Chriſt, the Sub- 
ing tance of em all. The Old Teſtament de- 
nu · ¶ ſcribes the time, circumſtances, & manner of 
lat this new Diſpenſation ; the New Teſtament 
rell every way anſwers the deſcription, as a copy 
the original, or the face a well drawn picture, 
ol in all the parts, features and lineaments. 
ach Tuus we ſee the Old Teſtament illuſtra- 
em] ted by the New, and the New confirm'd 
ne · by the Old, and both contriv'd by Infinite 
nd Viſdom. For, is it poſſible that any created 
nd underſtanding could deviſe and foreſee ſo 
of: many and various repreſentations of Chriſt 
elf. and His Kingdom of Grace, all agreeing 
om with the event, at ſuch a diſtance from 
and their completion? No ſurely ! this muſt 
70. exceed the foreſight of every created in- 
are telligence. Is it poſſible that the Religion | 
ed; | hould not be of God, which has been pre- 
8 2 dicted ü 


wh Lhe Regnoblenſs © 


dicted and confirmed, by a ſucceſſive ſe- _. 
rigs of prapvecy, from the very carlieſt ages f 
of time ; and joyfully beheld through the || 
oſpective glaſs of the proxies, by all the!“ 
ajthful, ſince man's firſt apoſtacy 2 No“ 
certainly . our infidelity, wauld debaſe us % 
I. Hencs, from the . accompliſhmevt of 
Hh prophecies, we have greateſt aſſurance | 


at thoſe yet future ſhall be alſo fulfled. hf 
Far they have all the ſame glorious Au- [© 
tor: all depend upon the ſame power and 
Veracit7. 1.2 EAD, SH x4 
Fon benee may. we. entertain certain ſÞ , 
expectations of that flouriſhing ſtate of the [3 
Seb, when. Autichrife hal be deftroy 4, xi, 
by the Spitjy, of  Chrip's mauth and ile | 
brightnefs of His gaming ; when the fulne/s (= 
of the Gentiles Mall be brought in, and all I. Ire 
rae be [aved.; when Chriſt. ſhall haue the 
fo r yo inberitapce,. aud the utter- 55 


Mat ben fo: | | 
maſt pairs of the Earth for His poſſuſſon : 

80 when tbe kingdom of the Earth ſual + 
becoane the Kingdoms of the Lord, and of His N 


gd! Ne 5103. n 
oF oy; .henge may impenitent Sinners 
Fn Mect 4 ſwift ö approach of their 
dreadful and eternal wo. They may juſtly 
entertain trembling expectations of the 


Bot¹ 9 accompliſb- 
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© Þ zccompliſoment of thaſe terrible prediction 
he (1 of indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
| angaiſh ; of ſnares, fire, and brimſtone, and 
an — tempeſt, for the portion of their 
us (167 © And of | their part in the lake which 

burns with fire and * which is the 
of | Vecond Deutz. 

Frou hente al. may Believers lay down 
their heads in the duſt with comfort, under 
A bleſſed proſpect. of Chriſt's glorious Ap» 
Wearing, to change their vile bodies, and 
Fe: /bion them like to His plorivus Body : And 
from a view of that glofipus reward, which 
when He comes He will bring with Him. 
rney may with courage encounter the 
Ling of of Terrors, and paſs through the dark 


„ OT of 1e ſradow of death; Keeping thei 
i. promis'd inheritance in view; and ng 
% et but bleſſed hope, and the glorious apprar- 


ing of the great Cod and our Saviour eus 
Chriſt. They may joyfully make this echo 
o the promiſe of His coming, Even fas 
ome Lord Jeſus, come guickly... Amen. 
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DB MO NSTRATION 


OF THE 


_ Chriſtian Religion 

From the Miracuts 
Wrought by our LORD J EsUs| 
. BIST, both before and 
aſter His Orig tien, ft 


Arch off dr ie Ts II. 22. 
FT men of Iſrael; bear theſe words: Jus 0 
Nazareth, a man approved of God amo} 
you, by miracles, and wonders, and figns, 
e God did by Him in the midjt of 
9%; 48 98 your ſelves alſo know. 


LEES Hrs words directly lead us to 
3 the conſideration of the laſ 
— T A evidence propos'd, for confir- 


2 mation of the Divine Maſſios 
A of our Bleſſed Saviour. They 


Bow ere fiicceſsfully urg d by the Apoſtle 
rt 


as an irrefragable Argument KY this 
important 
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of CHRISTIANITY. 


17 


important truth; and if duly confider” 


cannot fail of yielding us alſo full and 


compleat conviction. of it, 


Fon the right, underſtanding the md 


we may note in them, 


1. A declaration of a matter of fact, 
chat God did wor- Miracles, and M. onders, 
and figns by Feſus of Nazareth. V. 

Tus Apoſtle here conſiders our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt in His human nature only, ac- 
cording as He had appear d to the Jes, 
and was by their wicked hands crucified 
and ſlain: And thus confider'd as a Man, 
He could not be the Aut bor of theſe Mi- 
raculous operations. Theſe were (ſome 
| of them) effects beyond the capacity, not 


only of men, but of Angels; and therefore 3 


the neceſſary products of Divine power and 
energy. Upon which account theſe: Ai. 
racles, Wonders, and Signs (words of like 
I egaigessien) are juſtly here aſcrib'd ugto 
the Deity, as the ſole. Efficient; not exclu- 
ſive of Chriſt, as the ſecond Pegſon in the 
Godbead ; but only as He was Jeſus 14 
Nazareth, or the Man Cy WS; Il 

a2. Wr may note the end and deſign ol 
this declaration, via. To convince the Au- 
dience, that our Lord J7eſus Chriſt was by 
meſe Miracies approved of Cd. {18 men 


on; of 
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Iſrael hear theſe words: Feſus of Nazareth, then 
FE _— of God 1477 15 by Mira: pub! 
cles, &c.] Peter here takes the advan-P 105 
tage of a vaſt concourſe of people, con- IIA 
ven'd from all quarters, to the feaſt offf 
Pentecaſt, to preach a crucified Saviour; and 
by irreſiſtible Arguments, to convine| 
them, that Feſus of Nazareth was indeed 
the expected Metab. This he evinces, Þ bo f 
firſt, by the accompliſoment of Prophecy,now | 
ſurprizingly viſible to em all, in the git 
of Tongues, newly confer'd on the Apoſtles 
and company: And then, as a concluding 
Argument, urges the miracles of our Lord, 
as a declaration from God Himſelf, of Hi 
heavenly calling; and as a Teſtimony from x, 
Heaven, that the ſame Feſius Wende they Ik, : 
had crucified, was ſent, authorized, and, 

od of God, and by Him conflitited F 
both Lord and Cbriſt. 
070 „r may note ah! appeal to the As 
ditors themſelves, as Witneſſes of the Facts 
alledged, I As ye your /#hves alſo know.] 
The Argument was founded upon matters 
of Fact; and was therefore more or Teſs 
Forceable, according to the truth or fal- 


ſhood, notoriety or uncertainty of the Fali, L 
on which it depended. If they were falſe 


or „ the concluſion drawn from 
them 
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chem muſt be very precarious ; if true and 
. publickly known, it muſt be moſt juſt and 
Ineceſſary. The Apoſtle therefore concludes. 
che Argument with theſe werds; thereby 
pe intimating, that it muſt needs de of itre- 
nal fittible force to them, who were themſelves 
| PeHarors of theſe Miracles. But we may 
more particularly conſider the Argument, 
in ſpeaking to this 


in- 


"| Docrzine, That the Miracles wronght 
jb © our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are a ful 
nol and clear evidence, that He was 

„ proved of GOD, and had His Miſfow. 


From Him. ) 
57 Ix ſpeaking to this Doctrine, 1 e 


: 7 this. method; 
ea I. Fo conſider what a Miracle i is. | 
ea II. To prove, that there were real Mi- 
acles wrought. by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
III. To make it appear, that theſe Mi- 
acles are full and clear evidence of Criss 
Divine Aton, and that He was the pro- 
ai ſed Meſſiab. | l 
I. Tur I'm to conſider what a Miracle is. 
Anp for explaining the nature: of a Mi- 
acle, in the common Theological ſenſe of 
he word, I may obſerve. to you, that a 
Miracle 
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Miracle has been ordinarily deſcribed, An an 
extraordinary operation of God in nature, ei. (51 
ther ſtopping its courſe, or producing ſome fr. 
effects, that are above its laws and power. vic 
And it has been the received Doctrine oi ne 
Divines, that the working of Miracles is fin 
the ſole prerogative of God Himſelf. But mz 
ſome very learned men, who have lately ye 
written upon this ſuhject, have juſtly found wh 
fault with this Deſcription ; and made it m1 
evident, that a true miracle may be wroughtÞl ſel 
by the inſtrumentality of Angels. They ſhz 
therefore chuſe thus to define a Miracles, Ie 
A work effected in a manner VNV SUVA, or 
or different from the common and regular me-. ¶ an 
thod of Providence, by the interpoſition eit ber Ge 
of God Himſelf, or of ſome intelligent Amen we 
ſuperior to man; for the proof or evidence a th 
ſome particular Doctrine, or in atteſtatio dit 
to the Authority of ſome particular perſon ¶ th 
But how juſt ſoever this deſcription ma pe 
be of Miracles in general; yet there were th 
certainly ſuch miraculous works perform'dÞ 
by our Bleſſed Lord, as exceeded the pow- 
ers of all the Angels of light; and it ö 
upon ſuch operations only, that I ſhall 2/ 
put the ſtreſs of the preſent Argument: C2 
And ſhall therefore in illuſtrating the truth 
before us, conſider Miracles as en 
r all 
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Au end immediate operations of God, in produ- 
ei- cing effects, either contrary to, or different 
ome from the common courſe of Nature and Pro- 
ver. vidence. I call them extraordinary and im- 
of mediate operations of God, excluſive of all 
finite power: For allowing that Angels 
But may be able to work ſome true Miracles; 
elyÞ yet there are many of thoſe operations, 
und whereof we are now to treat, that are as 
it much the peculiar prerogative of God Him- 
ght ſelf, as the creation of the World; as we 
hey ſhall ſee more particularly hereafter. 
% deſcribe Miracles to be effects contrary to, 
IL or different from the conimon courſe of Nature 
ne · and Providence: For though the power of 
er God is as much diſcover'd in the ordinary 
gen works of Nature and Providence, as in 
e of Þ thoſe effects that are moſt contrary to, or 
ion different from their common courſe: Yer 
ſon. thoſe only that are extraordinary, are pro- 
Nay perly miraculous ; as they are evidences, 
ere that God ſuſpends the common motions of 
md nature, for ſome uncommon or extraordi- 
nary purpoſe. 1 
II. I am to prove, that tines were real 
Miracles wrought by our Eord hν 
Griff.. = n 210 1H E 
Tris may be fully confirm'd by the 
following conſiderationn?2?s2?2s2s 
: * | I. Tus 


2 


I recorded in the ſacred Writings. 1 3 
1 .. of dur Lord“ 83 
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1. Tur ſacred Writers report, that many 
ſuch Miracles were . oy: our Bleſſed 


Saviour. \ 
Ir would n more than all the time 


before us, to particularly conſider all theſe Þ 
demonſtrations of His Mercy: and Power, | 


recorded in the Scriptures ; and yet their 


number doubtleſs far exceeded the parti- 
cular; account of them: But were they | 
more or fewer, if ſuch as were the ne- 


ceſſary productions of Omnipotente, they 


will ſufficiently ſerve the preſent purpoſe, 


and prove the point under conſideration, 


1 ſhall therefore ſelect ſome few (and 
need mention but a few ) of thoſe indiſpu- Þ 
works 


table inſtances of the miraculo 
perform d by our Lord Jefus; both before 
His death, and after His refurrectlon; ; and 


Wx read Job. ii. 
honouring: a wedding with His preſence ; 
and manifeſting the glory of His Omnipo- 
teuce, by turning water into Wine better 
than the natural blood of the grape. Nou 
though ĩt be poſſible, that created! ſpirits 

ight inviſfibly remove the water, and 
ſubſtitute wine in the place of it; yet the 
Hiſtorian plainly intimates; that this was 
er done by * Lins powerful 
Word; 3 


K. Cuanb reh fbr. 123 


Word; and that it therefore was What 
no — than a Cy Fewer could poſſi 
effect. 


7 — like | inſtance, was: His adh Bos 
| thou/and. men, beſide women and children; 
| with five. loaves and two fiſhes : And: four 
| thouſand men, beſide women and children; 
with ſeuen loauss and a. few little fiſbes: 
And cauſing the bread to increaſe by be- 
ing caten, and the fragments to exceed 
the quantity of the —— at firſt ſer be- 
| fore the multitudes, Matth. xiv. 19. and 
| Chap. xv. 34. 'Tho' in this caſe it may likes 
| wiſe be eaſily ſuppoſed, that an Angel might 
| inviſibly; bring a freſn ſupply of bread and 
| fiſh, in the place of what was eaten; yet 


the ſacred ftory repreſents! it as Chris 
own immediate work, and therefore as 
a clear manifeſtation 'of - His Ar 2a 


N power 


An equal evidence of | His immediate 
and omnipotent agency, was His forcing 
the Elements to acknowlege their Sovereign 
Lord ; and the Wind and Sea to forger 
their rempeſtuous ruffle, and to become 
calm and quiet at His Word, Mark iv. 39. 
Tho' it may be poſſible for created Angels 
to raiſe or lay ſtorms; yet this muſt neceſ< 
__” be a work of time: and I can as 

L R 2 eaſily 


* 
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eaſily conceive them capable of doing E. 
VERY THING, as of quieting the trou- 


124 


bled Air and Sea, without the intervention 
of time or means; and of making them 


inſtantaneouſly obedient to their command: 
As was the caſe before us, as appears from 
ver. 3. where we find the ſhip fill'd with 
water, and ready to fink, by the impe- 
tuoſity of the ſtorm 5 and they yet reſcued 
from the brink of deſtruction, by an im- 
nr 57 Ho ao 

I might add to this, His curing ſo many 


diſeaſes, in their own nature deſperate, 


without any - viſible means, but His own 
powerful word. And the multiplied in- 
ſtances of His caſting out Devils; and even 
forcing the: unclean ſpirits themſelves to 
acknowledge and: proclaim Him the Son of 
Cod, as Matth. viii. 2g. 

Bur if any ſhall except againſt all theſe 
inſtances, as what might ( for ought we 
know) be the agency of created Spirits: 
There ate others yet to be conſider d, that 
did certainly exceed the utmoſt ſtretch of 
angelic power. Such were His giving if 
unto the dead, and commanding their de- 
parted Souls into their bodies, by the ſame 
powerful word, by which they at firſt had 
Heir being. Thus he raiſed Fairus's 

122 8 daughter 
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daughter to life, to the juſt aſtoniſnment 
of the ſpectators, Mark v. 41. Thus he 
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ſtops the mourning train, that were carry- 


ing the widow of Nain's ſon to the grave, 
and delivers him alive to his ſorrowful 


Mother, Luk. vii. 14, 15. And thus He 


ſpeaks life into Lazarus, that had been 
four days dead, and was now corrupting 
in his grave, 70h. xi. 43, 44. I might 
here alſo add the teſtimony born to His 
beavenly Miſſion, by the reſurrection of 
many at the time of His crucifixion, Matth. 


| XXVii. 52, 53. Though it be not expreſly 


told us, that theſe were raiſed by His 
power; yet their reſurrection was plainly 
done in honour to His ſacred character, 
and an expreſs declaration from Heaven, 
that He was verily the Sn of God. | 

Bur the greateſt Miracle of all was 
His own Reſurreftion from the grave, 
which he aſſures us was perform'd by His 
ewn power, Joh. x 18. Which (if true) gives 
brighteſt evidence of His Omnipotence ; 
and that it was true is certain, in that God 
would never have juſtified a falſe preten- 
der and impoſtor, by raiſing him from the 
dead: We have therefore a plain decla- 
ration from Go Himſelf, that Feſus Chriſ# 

DIL EY 1 e 
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was — Fe Regſonallenas 


our Lord is the Son of God, with, power, by, 
His Reſurrection from the dead, To, 
- Upon, the whale, it appears plain to me, 
that all the Angels in Heaven, or Depils in 
Hel, could nat break the bars of the pit 
aſunder, ſummon the dead from their 
graves, and cauſe em to reaſſume life and 
action, This muſt be the work of Him 
only, who holds the keys of life and death 
in His bands... ere 
Bor after all, were it admitted, that all 
theſe: mentioned Miracles might be per- 
ſorm d by the interpoſition of Angels; they 
ate nevertheleſs God's /ea), to juſtity Chriſt's 
Perſon, and render his Commiſſion au- 
thentic. They were at leaſt Extragrdinary 
works of Providence, wrought in juſtifica- 
tion of our Lord;s Perſon and Daodrine ; 
and therefure a Teſtimony from Him, who 
either mediately or immediately governs 
all the wheels of Providence, to that Truth, 
which they were wrought in confirmation 
of; as we ſhall ſee more particularly here- 
after. 7480 27 25 | £017.16 
Ix's true, that if theſe wonderful works 
were the agency of created Spirits, they 
would not agree to the Deſcription. of 
Miracles, upon which I propoſed to found 
the preſent Argument. But then, there 

are 


1 | 
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are multitudes of miraculous operations; 

ofeſſedly performed in the Name, and. 
by the Power of our Lord 7 Feſtus Cbrift, 
that do not, cannot lie open to any eavit 
or exception and in which we have all 
the aſſurance of Gods immediate agenty, 
that is poſſible to be obtain d in 8 eas 
whatſoe ver.. 

Wr I mean are the Arab 
the Holy Ghoſt; confer'd. not e "Wn 
Apoſtlos and other Officers in the 5 
but upon many ( if not upon all) rru6 Bee 
lievers, at the beginning of the Goſpels | 
Diſpenfation. 'The ext ont Author of 
Miſcellanea Sacra, hath handled” this ſub- 
ject with ſuch ſtrength and perfpictity, as 
to give infidelity a fatal wound, and lay it 
gaſping at his feet. What ! fiow propofe 
is to juſt give you a few hints Out of that 
admirable Author, to convince you, that 
God bas born wit ef to Chriftianity,” not 
only wih fiens and wonders and Avene 
Miracles ( ſuch as we have already treats 
ed of) but alſo with theſe Gifrs bf he 
Holy Ghoſt. 

FOBL propheſies ! in Chap. il. 28. And # 
Hall eome to paſs afterward, "that IT will pour 


aut my Spirit upon al fleſh; and your Jos 


ah 5 vr daughters ſvall propheſy, "your "OM 
men 
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men ſhall. dream dreams, your young min 
Hall ſee viſions ; and alſo upon the ſervants, 
and upon the handmaids'in thoſe days, wil 
I pour out my Spirit. And agreably Fobn | 
Baptiſt, Chriſt's forerunner, bare record, I| 
ſaw. the Spirit deſcending from Heaven like 
a dove; and it abode upon Him; and 1 
knew Him not ; but He that ſent me to baptize 
with water, the ſame ſaid unto me, Upon whom | Na 
thou ſhalt ſee the Spirit deſcending, the ſame Þbri 
is: He which BAPTIZETH WITH| 
THE. HOLY GHOST, Toh. i. 32, 33. 
The: material part of which record, the 
three other Evangeliſts give us: Thus 
Matthew ſays of Fobn Baptiſt, Matth. iii 11. 
I indeed baptize you with water unto Repen- wi 
tance; but He that cometh ,after me, is migh« 
tier than 3 whoſe ;ſhoes I am not wortby te 
bear; He ſhall BAPTIZE YOU WITH 
THE HOLT GHOST AND WITH 
FIRE. To the ſame purpoſe in Mark 
i. 8. and Luk. iii. 16. Here are plain pre- 
dictions of a prophetic , Spirit to be pour d 
out upon all fleſh; and of our Lord's bap- 
tizing His Diſciples with the Holy "Ghoſt 
and with Fire : But when ſhould this be? 
Not while. tabernacling here in the fleſh, 
but after His aſcenſion to the Father; as He 
Himſelf aſſures His Ditciples, Joh. xiv. 12. 
r Verih, 


2 
_— 
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in ri, verily, Iſay unte you, be that behiqverb 
ts, in me, the works that I do, mh, be de aß 
vill and greater works than theſe all be de; be- 
bn Þ eau/e I go to my Father. ver, 16. And I wit 
, I pray the Father, aud He ha give you auether 
e Grrforter, that He may abide with you fer 
| Tever, ver. 26. But the Comforter, which is the 
z Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in wy 
Name, He ſhall teach you all things ;' aud 
bring al things to your remembrance, what- 
ſoever I bave ſaid unte you. Qur ' Savieur 
adds, Chap. xvi. J. Neverthelefs 
the truth, it is expsdignt ſer vun that I 
ws | way : For if I go vet away, the Cit — 
11, Jui nat come unta your: But if J dcpart, 1 
| wil ſend Him unte you. And after | our 
Loyd's Refurrection, He renews the ſame 
omiſe unto them, Luk. xxiv. 49 dad 
bebo , 1 fenq the promiſe of wy Bather up- 
yu ; but tarry ye in the tity of Jernſalam, 
wntil ye be endued with Power from on — 
And, Acts i. 4, 5. Aud being 6 
| gether with them, commanded thew ee they 
ſhavld not depart from Fergfalem : Put wait 
oft | for the promiſe of the Fuer; which; aid 
He, ye have beard of me. L. Juhu — 
baptized. with water ; ye hu be 
TIO" IEA Tus HOLY 
A, 
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"GHOST, not many days hence. See alſo Ron 
Mark xvi. 17. Job. xx. 22. 9 exe 
—Tuus we have ſeen the prediction andſpr 1 
promiſe of the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. Leffew 
us next conſider the accompliſhment of thefeÞ|+ 1 
Prophecies, which will appear in the clear. 
eſt and ſtrongeſt light, by reflecting uponſonl) 
the repreſentation of this matter in th 
Ads and Epiſtles. ' "$4. I 
Tuxsx gifts: of the Spirit were commu - g: 
micated two different ways, either imme- 
diately by the Holy Ghoſts falling upon pe 
them; or mediately, by the laying on ol 
the Apaſtles hands. 'Thoſe who received 
The Holy Ghoſt. in the former way, were 
- Taid to be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, to] 
Have Him - poured: out, or ſhed dewn upos 
Sher ;*or to be filled, or anointed with th beg 
Holy Ghoſt. See Acts xi. 15, 16. Chap. i $9" 
23. and iv. 31. and x. 38. And probably vPc 
none ever received the Holy Ghoſt in this lou 
immediate way, without the viſible ſym- Nan 
Hol of cloven Tongues like as of Fire. When fro 
the Huy Ghoſt did not ſo viſibly deſcend, to 
but was communicated by the impoſition | Wh 
of hands, it is called the giving and re- the 
_ cezving tbe Holy Ghoſt, Acts viii. 15, 1), inf 
18, 19. And the. miniftring of the. Spirit, pa 
Gal. in. g And imparting Spiritual — 
om. 


_ 2 2 2 - Pr 
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alſe Rom. i. 11. I ſhall endeavour briefly to 
Exemplify both theſe kinds of Inſpirations 
andlor Illuminations of the Holy Ghoſt, in ſome 
Letlſew inſtances. „Ben 1 
heft Tus Holy Ghoſt is ſaid to fall or to be. 
ear. poured out upon the Diſciples, but five times 
fonly. The firſt inſtance of this miraculous. 
Muſion of the Holy Ghoſt, was upon the 
Hoſtles and their company. Acts. ii. 1, a, 
35 4. And when the day of Pentecoſt was 
Fully come, they were all with one accord, in 
me place: And ſuddenly there came a ſound, 
as of a ruſhing mighty wind; and it filled, 
all the houſe where they were ſitting ; and 
there appeared unto them cloven Tongues like 
' toſſas of Fire; and ſat upen-each of them : And 
por they were all filed with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
th began to [peak with other Tongues, as the. 
i Hirit gave them utterance. This company, 
bly upon whom the Holy Gboſt thus miracu- 
his louſly deſcended, were about an hundred 
m-Jand twenty Men and Women, as appears 
en from Chap. i. 14, 15, who are here ſaid 
d, to be ALL with one accord in one place, 
on when the Sirit fell upon them. [ From 
the mixture of Men and Women in this 
5 | inſpired Society, we may remark, as we 
t, | paſs along, the bright accompliſhment of 
„eel's prophecy, that the Spirit ſhould. b 
r 8 2 poure- 


| ; 18 . 2 Renſonabltneſs a 
phiieed om upon the bandmaids ut wel at 


3 of the Lord; and that auge 
ab well as ſons, ſoruid prophgy. ] - 


Taz ſecond inſtance of this kind Wai 


a new (and probably a like) effuſion of 
che Sen upon the ſame Apoſtles and 
company, in anſwer te their prayer for 
BOL /DNESS - and Courage, 
were brovght before the Council. Act 
iV:4 1. And when they bad prayed; the plac 
Wur Daten where they were aſſembled tog. 
tht; and they were all filed with the Hoh 
6% and bey ſhake ot Word of G with 
BY LDNBSS 
Tun third inflates was in Saul wh 081 
lification for the Mp» e unto which 
was deſigu d) was FILLED with 
the Holy Ghoſt, 8 IX. ty. compar'd with 
Kili. 9. 
A Worth inflatice was in Gbr neus and hb 
 kiouſhold, who (that there might be no 
| prejudice againſt admitting the probte of 
5 ate, into the fellowſhip of the Goſpel) 
had the Hoi) Gbaſt poured out upon them, 
AS x. 45, and FELL upon them,” ar o 
2 Apoſthes and afipayy at we Ws 
. Chap. AI. 17. 
Tur fifth and laſt inſtance of che ffn 


ol the Holy CM, hour the n 


when they 
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of hands, was om the firſt hat veſt of Nola. 
trous Gentiles, that were converted to the 
Ghtiftian Faun; which was at Antioch itt. 
Piſidia, Acts xiii. 16, ad in. For it is faid- 
of them verſe 52, that they were FIL. 
LED. with the Holy Ghoſt. And there is 
no mention of any impoſition of hands to 
that purpoſe. „N00 30 
Ws are next to conſider how the gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt were received, in a more 


mediate way, dy the laying on of the A 


paſtles hands. Under which Head 1 ſhalt 
only obſerve, that theſe miraculons gifts of 
the Spirit were confer'd upon very many; 
and probably upon all true Believers, 
wherever the Apo/t/es came. This wilt 
appear 'from theſe conſiderations'* 
Our blefſed Saviour promiſed this fire= 
ceſs' to the Apoſtles Miniſtry, That 7% 
ens ſhall flo them tha believe ; In my 
name ſhall they caſt out Devils, they ſhall 


ſpeak with new Tongues, they ſhall take” up 
ſerpents ; and if they drink any deadly thing, 


it Mall nt hurt them, they ſhall lay bands 
on the fick, and they ſhall recover, Mark xvi. 
19,18. And the Apoſtle Peter promiſes 
the three thouſand, AA ij. 38, That up- 


on their Repenrance & Baptiſm, they ſhould 
receive the gift of the Holy Ob. 


And he 
likewiſe 
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likewiſe ſpeaks of the Holy Ghoſt, as given 
to them ( i. e. to all them) that vbey bim, 


Acts v. 32. Where he could not mean the 


ſanctifying influences, but muſt intend 
theſe miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt :. 


For the Holy Ghoſt is here ſpoken of, as a 
witneſs of the Reſurrection and Exaltation 


of Chriſt, whereof theſe gifts were an un- 
queſtionable evidence ( ſee Acts ii. 33.) 


But not the common ſanctifying gifts of 


the Spirit ; theſe could be no evidence at 
all of theſe truths unto others. 

As ſoon as the Samaritans were con- 
verted by Philip, the Apoſtles ſend Peter 
and Fohn to them, that they might re- 
ceive theſe gifts of the Spirit: And they 
laid their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Gboſt, Acts viii. 14, 1). When 
Paul came to Epbeſus, and found certain 
Diſciples there, he asked them (as a queſti- 
on of courſe, which he conſtantly propos'd 
to all that he did not know ) Have ye re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt * And finding they 
had not, he laid bis hands on them; and 

the Holy Ghoſt came upon them, aud they ſpake 
with Tongues and propheſied, Acts xix. 1,--6. 
Ali the members of the Church of Co- 
rinth ſeem to have had theſe giſts in a very 
plentiful manner. They /pake with Tongues, 
7 i they 


they propbeſied, they interpreted, 1 Cor, 


/xiv. throughout. EVERT ONE of them 
bad a Pſalm, a Doctrine, a Tongue, a Reve- 


lation, an Interpretation, verſe 26. And 
that theſe gifts were not peculiar to the 
Corinthians, but were at leaft frequent in 
other Churches alſo, appears from 1 Cor. i. J. 
where the Apoſtle tells them, that they came 
BEHIND in no gift. And from 2 Cor. 
Xii. 12. where he tells them, that they were 
not inſerior to OTHER CHURCHES, 
i. e. in theſe ſigns, wonders, and mighty 
deeds,the evidence of his Ap»ſteſbip among 
'em, as appears from 'verſe 11. Which 
plainly ſhews us that theſe gifts were in 
the other Churches alſo, tho' not in a ſu- 
perior degree. The ſame thing appears 
from moſt of the other: Epiſtles to the 
Churches, as may be ſeen from Gal. iii. 2, 5. 
Eph. i. 13, 17. 1 7% i. 5. and v. 20. 
2 Tim. i. 6, 14. Heb. vi. 4, 5. 1 Pet. i. 12. 
1 Fob. ii. 20. With too many other Texts, 
to the ſame purpoſe, to be now diſtinctly 
enumerated. E 
_ Tarss gifts of the Spirit, whereof L am 
treating, were ſudden [luminations of the 
mind whereby the recipients were inſtan- 
taneouſly endued, with the knowlege of a 
vaſt variety of languages; Acts ii; begin. 


and 


p ( 
= | 
ed 
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and Chap. x. 46. With: a large extenſive 
knowlege of all*ncedful Doctrines of Re- 
ligioa, whereby. they were able to teach 


' Rom. ii. 10, 11, 12. and 1 Pet. i. 11, 12. 
With the Gift of Prophecy, whereby they 
could foretel future events, Atts xi. 28, 
and Chap. xx. 23. And could diſcern the 
ſpirits of others, and tell the ſecrets of their 
hearts, 1 Cyr. xiv. 24, 25, 32. And alſo 
judge of the fitneſs of perſons for peculiar 
ſervice in the Church, Ads xiii. 1, 2. and 
x Tim. i. 18. They were frequently ine 
ſpiced with new Rene/ations, 1 Cor: xiv. 30. 


ſpeaking foreign Languages, 1 Cor. xiv. 29, 
Wich courage and fluency of ſpeech upon 
all occaſions, . 1 Oir. i. 3. To all which, 
and many other Gifts that might be men- 
tion' d, I may add, that ſome of theſe had 
the gifts of working Miracles, and of healr 
ing Diſcales,” as appears from 1 Cor. xii. 
29, ho. And ail the Apoſles were inſtru- 
mental by laying on of their hands, to im- 
part theſe gifts to others, wherever they 
themſelyes came. A more ſummary 
_ exemplification:of theſe ſeveral Gifts, may 
be found ia ni Gar. Xii. 8, 9, 10. Fr ta en 
63 given bythe Spirit, the Word of Wiſdom 510 


_ another 


the miad of God clearly, and powerfully, 


Wich the Gift of Interpreting, as well ag 


ve ¶ another, the Word of Knowlege by the ſame 5 
ee rit; to Another, Faith by the ſume Spirit; 
ch | another zt the gift of Healing hy the ſame 9551 
y, | to another the working of Miratles ;to another, 
2. | Prophecy ; to another, Diſcerning off ſhirits; 
ey to another, divers kinds Tongues ; to ano. 
8, tber, the Interpretation df Tongues, 
he | Tuovon theſe gifts of the Holy chop 
eir are ſometimes in - Scripture” diſtinguiſhed 
Iſo Tout MIRACLES, - particularly in 'Heb. 
ar Þ ii. 4 yet as they are elſewhere expreſſy 
nd 10 denominated ( ſee Gal. iii. 3. and I Or. 
n: Þ xii. 29.) ſo were they certainly in cheir 
jo. own nature, Miracles of the higheſt Kind, 
as ſuch as could not have been wrought” by 
J. the united power and skill of all created 
on | S/irits: For though we know not what ' 
h, power Angels may have; yet we may cer- 
n. tainly know, that it is the-peculiar prero- 
ad gative of the Fuber of Spirits, fo to enlarge 
al- the faculties of the Soul of Man, as to 
ci. | communicate thoſe degrees of knowlege ih” 
vs ¶ an inſtant, which probably the moſt capa- 
my | cious mind could not n without 
theſe Divine Inſpirations; and which cer”! 
tainly the moſt ſagacious of human beings. 6 
could not obtain in an ordinary way, 
without ſpending his whole life in the 
cloſeſt — to thoſe ſtudies NO 
eg T man 
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\can..conceive how 0 many 
h¹ẽ˖Ltlences could be at once 

by any but Him, who, 
, is. the aulur of ur Souls, and can enlarge 
their faculties as He pleaſes. 


man living 
Arts and 
parted to 


: -To,exemplity.rhis, i in two of theſe Gifts, 
aſt hof the 8 Believers;; the Gift of 
e and of Propbecy. Was it poſſible 
or unlearned Men and Women, to jnitan- 
ragcoully poſſeſs: ſuch a vaſt variety of 
languages, in ſuch. perfection, as to be a- 
ble, to uſe them with readineſs 
priety, upon all proper, occaſions, ; without 
having. their minds enlarged, and this 
knowlege. communicated, to em, by an In- 
Finite, Agent © 
but He, who, only. foreknows all future e- 
vents. could. i & thete. Diſciples with a 


tel;things to come ? Or that any but He 
fearches the heart and reins, could enable 


incommunicable. Perfections of God to a 
created Is as theſe Tae and 


arm T Tuus 


which ſeem to have been common to 


and pro- 


Was it poſible that any 


ſparit of prophecy, 7 they could fore- 
who knows the mind of the Spirit, and 
theſe to diſcern, the Spirits, and know the 


ſecret thoughts of other mens hearts? No 
turely. + we may as well attribute all the 


operations 1040 a 


do 
irrt 
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Tus Eve conſidef'd forfie of thoſe Mi. 
e racles perform d b by out blefſed Lord in His 
9. | life, and by His Power and Authority af- 
e | ter His crucifixion ; which are an evident 

|| atteſtation from Haven, not only to His 
Divine Miſſion and Comm iſion, but to the 
whole Chriſtian Iuſtitutibn. But it's time 
I proceed to the conſidetation of ſome faft- 
ther evidences, that there were ſuch 
racles wrought. by our Eord % Chriſt. 
2. The Reporters of theſe Mraclis h ie 
all the marks of bonefty, Trrogrity, and 50. 
dar HRE 11 I nr 

Tus Doftrines they taug bt, thew 15 

innocence and divine . of thei 
Faith. Tie wnexampled pied pains and fa 
tigues they underwent t pr ropagate t 
Doctrines, new em ſinſcerè and in earneſt 
in their rafeſſoti ; and make it evident 
= | chat chey thertiſelves Pöck believed a 0d 
e | practiſed what they taught to others: And 
d the meſe e ſpneful and mialieivbus of their 
e enemies fevef did, ank therefote we may 
e be ſuxe never köuld char them with any 
„ | impiery #ndifhmorality oF life 
e | Tait they were Eminent for n_ | 
a | fanttity, as well as other extraordinary = 
d,, | dowmerits, appears froth their ute. 
- 2 | irrefiſtible * charm fo ſuddefiiy 0 08 0 
5 T 2 the 


4 


140 27 he, ' Reafonablensſs 8 


the mighty oppoſition, and inſuperable ob- 
ſtacles, in the hearts and lives of men, a- 
gainſt the Goſpel -?, What torrent bore 
down thoſe, ſears. of. luxury and voluptu- 
outneſs, thoſe ſanctuaries of Idolatry and 
De vil-worſhip 1 were ſubjected to the 
Ces uf Chriſt ?. How came ſo many Peo- 
ple, Cities, and. Countries, converted from 
the opinions and manners which they had 
embraced from their infancy, to thoſe not 
only different, but contrary +? The deſpi- 
ſed Voctrine of the Croſs had no ſuch charms 
in it, in the eye of carnal reaſon, as. to 
ES wonderful effects. The un- 
etter d Hen men, by whoſe inſtrumen- 
tality this amazing change was danse 
had no advantage; of military Power, 


12 a 


of. learned Ari and Eloquence, to ha 


em to ſubmifſiqn. Theſę. things therefore 
loudly proclaim the innocency and ſanctity 
of their lives, without Which they could 
not have been; regarded. Nay more than 
ſo, theſe things clearly (evidence that the 
Apoſtles and other Diſciples, had them- 


ſelves miracujous Gifts ; and did con- 


firm, their Dodrine by miraculous. opera- 
VDons; ; without. which Seal of Heaven 


twould have been impoſſible to have per- 
ae {q many 0 1 the ir luſts and 


off pleaſures, 
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pleaſures, their comfort, eaſe and ſafety, 


tor a perſecuted Religion, and a Crucified 


SAviour. 2 | 3 

Tnus we ſee that the Witneſſes were a- 
bove reproach. And if we always allow for 
truth; What is confirm'd by a number of 
faithfuf #irneſſes, we may well depend up- 
on thẽ joint Teſtimony of ſuch a number, 
who could all truly appeal to the World, 
that they had renounc'd the bidden things 


| of diſhqnefty,' not walking in craftineſs 5 nor 


handling the Mord of God deceitfuly; but 


by manifeftation of the truth, had commended. 


themſelves to every man's conſcience, in the 
ſight: of Gad, as 2 Cor. iv. 2. 

3. Tursz miraculous works and ſpiritual 
gifts reported by the /acred Mriters, were 
matters of fact, in which it was impoſſible 
that they themſelves could be deceiu d. 
.  Oux Lord's Miracles were not matters 
of ſpeculation or ſcience, wherein the un- 
derſtandings of the Diſciples might be im- 
pos'd upon: but matters of fact, that came 
under the immediate cognizance of their 
ſenſes; ſuch as they could ſee, hear, and 
feel; and be aſcertain'd of, by all poſſi- 


ble means of certainty; ---- They were not 


dark and obſcure performances; they were 
not done in a corner; but moſt roy 
g ne 


| 
j 
| 
[ 
[ 


| 
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the open light, and view of the :Wotld': 
fo that there could be no poſſible oppor- 
tunity of Legerdemain, juggle or deceit. 

ly tome few: and 
doubtful, but mulritades of unquettionable 
Miracles; repeated again and Again] in 
view of the ſame per ſons, who daily wait- 
ed on their Maſter, and ſaw His wonder 
ful Works. . Nor were theſe things 
done before ſome few ignorant, and brain- 
fick perſons ; but in the face of the World, 
before multitudes of all forts ( beſide: the 
twelve Apoſtles, ſeverity Diſtiples, and 
many others that followed our Lord) who 
all acknowledged the facts; though they 
Were not all converted by them: . And 
to ſum up all, theſe ſame F/i:zefſes aſſure 
us, that they and many others beſide them, 
had themſelves the miraculous giſts of the 


Ho Gboſt; and were employ'd in work- 


ing the ſame or like Miracles, in Chriſt's. 
name and by His Power and Authority. 

Ad now, will it not out- do the utmoſt 
ſtretigth of imagination, to find out the 
means by which theſe MVirneſſes could be 


deceiv'd ? Is it poffible for any'man to 
=_  . be more certain that he ever ſaw the ſun, 


than theſe could be that they ſaw the ſick 
healed, the dead raiſed , their Lord expiring 


upon 
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on the croſs, reſtored again to life, eat- 
ing drinking and converſing familiarly 
with them forty days together, and af- 
cending up to Heaven before their eyes? 
Is it poſſible to have greater aſſurance of 
any thing we do, or can do, than theſe: 
could have, that they themſelves, and mul - 
titudes beſide them, had the gifts of Lan- 
guages, Prophecy, and other Miraculuus 
Powers; and did perform many Mira- 
cles in the Name of Chriſt? The Apo ſtles 
therefore juſtly refer to theſe means of 
knowlege, as ſure evidences, that they 
could not be deceiv'd in the De rines 
they taught. 2 Pet. ii. 16. For We haue not 
fallowed cunningly deviſed fables, when we. 
made known unio you the power and coming. 
F our Lord Feſus Chriſt: ; but were ET 
WIFNESSES ef His Majeſty. - And 
1 Joh. i. 1. That which - we bave heard, 
which we have ſeen with our eyes, which we . 
have looked upon; and our hands have hand- 
led of the Word pf Life. Eel F156 

4. As theſe Witneſſes were uncapable 
to be deceiv'd (themſelves, in the facts 
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reported by them, fo were they without 


any poſſible temptation to deceide ot bars, 

by obtrudiog falſhoods of this kind upon: 

the World. FA ien in . 
| | Tus 


1 


_ 1 
7 1 
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Tus common ſprings of great actions 


lay altogether out of their way; and could 
be no motive to em, to impoſ upon man- 


kind in this matter. ---- They could not 


hope for honour or worldly grandeur, by 
appearing in the head of a deſpiſed Party; 
and by being of a Sect every where ſpoken 
againſt... They could not make their eourt 
to Princes and the great men of the World, 
by a Religion, which they all oppos d and 
perſecuted. | They could not ingratiate 
themſelves with the Jes, nor gain eſteem 
and applauſe from them, by ſubverting 
their: darling conſtitution, and charging 
the guilt of moſt precious innocent Blood 
upon em. They could not expect Honour 
and reputation from the Gentiles, by con- 
demning their manners, decrying their 
Religion, . and vilifying their gods. No! 

they had nothing to expect from their 
Doctrine of the Croſs, but uy be (like their 
Matter ) de/pi/ed and rejected of men, and 
every where loaded with contumely andre- 
proach, ſtripes and impriſonment. This in- 
deed was what their Lord had foretold 
em; and in juſt expectation hereof oy 


undertook His ſervice. 


Ap now let us ſee whether is and 


Wealth could be their incentive, .to publiſh 
theſe 


445 
theſe Miracles, and preach a crucified Sa. 
viour. “ So far from it, that poverty and 
penury, diſtreſſing indigency and want of 
all things, were the neceſſary conſequences 
of their extreamly difficult and perillous 
travels through the World ( to preach this 
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Doctrine) where they had nothing to de- 


pend upon for ſuſtentation; but that Pro- 
vidente which, giveth to the beaſt his food, 
and to the young ravens ben they cry. 
On could, a view to worldly Eaſe and 
Pleaſure animate them to their undertak- 
ing? Could theſe be expected, by for- 
ſaking their country and kindred, by tra- 
velling from Nation to Nation, both by 
Sea and Land, and running upon the 
pikes of all difficulty and danger? Did 
they not know before-hand, as well as 
find by experience, that they ſhould be. 
bated of al men for Chriſt's Name ſake ; and 
that in every city bonds and affliffions did 
abide them? HE 
Urox the whole then, when we can 
find men in love with miſery and ruin, 
when we can ſee Men court poverty and 


' hugg contempt, fetters and bonds; and 


prefer both a miſerable life and death, 

to riches and honour, liberty and eaſe, 

then may; we imagine that. the Apoſiles 
"Bir + >, I, "ns 
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had ſome forcible motive to impoſe for- 
geries and lies upon us, in the cafe. before us. 
Bor what ſets this matter in the clear- 
eſt ligbe is, that they ſealed this Teſtimony 
© with their Boo. Though it be poſſible 
chat men may be Marryrs for a falſe Re- 
gien; yet it muſt be when they think 
the Religion true, for which they die, and 
W are equally ated by the dictates of 
nſcience, in their ſufferings, as if it was 
3hdeed the cauſe of God. But now there 
were muſtitodes, who parted with their lives 
in confirmation. of the Chriſtian” Religion, 
that were themſelves the coiners and forgers 
of the Doctrine, if it was an impoſture. They 
cChuld not themfelves be deceived (as 1 have 
already ptov d) and therefore their report 
muſt neceſſarily be true: Or elſe they muſt 
He charged with facrificing their lives to 
confirm a Je of their own inventing ; and a 
lie which the moſt exquiſite terments could 
never cauſe any one. of em to 7?traft, or 
repent of. In a word, they muſt be ſup- 
poſed to part with all temporal comfort, 
With all worldly ſatisfactions, and even 
with Ae it felf ; nay and even to deſtroy 
both body and ſou! for ever, without. any 
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= manner of reaſon or motive. an And I'm 
ſyte this is what every body muſt allow, 
#3573 : to 


* 


to be ſo repugnant to humane nature, as 


to be altogether impoſſible, 8 
Tnus we have ſeen the ſtrongeſt evidence 
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of theſe truths, that any Facts in the World 


were ever capable of ; And have thereby 


ftripp'd infidelity of all its armour, and found 
juſt ſatisfaction, that the Apoſtles and other 
promulgators of the Go/pel have approvd 
themſelves the Miniſters of God, in their pa- 


tience, in their affliftions, neceſſities, diſtreſſes, 
ſtripes, impriſonments, tumults, labours, 
watcbings, and faſtings, 2 Cor. vi. 4, 5. 

5. Taz reported Miracles were matters 
of Fact, in which it was impaſſible that 
theſe Hiſtorians could deceive the World 
at the time when their Narratives were pul- 
liſbd. _ 

Lzr us firſt conſider this caſe, with re- 


ec to the Miracles periorm d by our 


ord, while tabernacling in the fleſh 


Theſe (as we obſerv'd before) are ſald 
to be done moſt publickly, and openly, in 


the eye of the World, before the moſt ma- 
lignant and implacable enemies to Chris, 
who by all their vigilance. and ſuhtilty 


could not detect any deceit or impoſture ; 
nor did they charge the Sacred Story with 
falſhood or forgery. The Narratives were 


written in the place where the Facts were 
ile, U 2 ſaid 
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Laid to be done, immediately after the per- 
formance of thoſe wonderful tranſactions, 
when they were freſh in every bodies me- 
mory; and when no body could be igno- 
rant of their truth or falſhood. Had there- 


N 1 *  E . 1 . "4 
fore theſe Hiſtories been falſe, they muſt, 
Have been ſo far from gaining repute, and 


making Proſelytes, that they had been 
cenſur d, confuted, and teſtified againſt, 
as the moſt wicked and impudent forgeries 
that ever the ſun ſaw. They could not 
have been neglected or diſregarded, as 
too mean and trivial for particular notice: 
For as they were themſelves of greateſt 
importance, ſo were they eſteem'd by the 
"Fews (among whom theſe Miracles were 
oth acted and publiſhed ) of two great 
moment and conſequence, to be ſlightly 
- overlook'd. © This appears by their forti- 
fied prejudice, flaming rage, and malicious 
- oppoſition, both to the Doctrine and Pub- 
' Tiſhers of the Goſpel. Whence it plainly 
"appears, nothing but full conviction of 
*the truth of theſe Miracles, could ſilence 
all oppoſition, that not a Dog ſhould move 
Bis tongue againſt them. 
Bor what very much ftrengthens this 
Argument, is not only the adyertaries tacit 
aſſent to theſe matters of Fuct; but their 
_—— « * explicit 
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explicit atteſtation to ſome of em. Thus 
does Foſephus, the Fewiſh Hiſtorian, give 
us an Epitome of the life, death, and re- 
ſurrection of our Saviour, whom he ac- 
knowleges a worker of great Miracles. 


Tacitus the Roman Hiſtorian informs us al- 
{ſo of the time and ciccumſtances of his 


death; and Tiberius the Emperour, upon 
a letter from Pilate, informing him of the 
Miracles, death, and reſurrection of Chriſt, 
mov'd in Srate, that He might be num- 
bred among their gods, which was rejected 
by the Senate, becauſe the motion was not 
firſt from themſelves *. I ſhall paſs over 
many other Remarks of the like kind ; 
and only obſerve, that the Fews univer- 
fally from that time till now have acknow- 
leged the truth of theſe miraculous opera- 
tions ; and inform us of many of them, 
whereof there is no mention in the Goſpels. 
They indeed ſufficiently manifeſt their 
ſpite and malice againſt Chriſt, by aſcri- 
bing (in a moſt Indicrous manner) His 
miraculous works, to wicked and unlaw- 


— — mu 


* See Baxter's Saints Reſt, Chap. 4 Parr H. 
where many - Teſtimonies of the Adverſaries to 
Cbriſtianity may be found, | 

ful 
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ful Arts: But the Facts themſelves they. 
have never denied. | it | 
Ax now let us take a ſhort view of the to 
caſe, with reſpe& to thoſe miraculous gifnP* 
of the Holy Ghoſt, of which we have before cd 
treated. Theſe, at the firſt effuſion of the Pr 
Spirit, are ſaid to have been moſt open!) ry 
manifeſted, in the view of devout men, ouſſpe 
of every Nation under Heaven, in a moſ 5 
public time, place, and manner: The be 
whole World therefore had the advantage 
of diſcovering the fraud, and of contra- 95 
dicting the Story, if this Narrative had! 
been falſe. ---- Beſides, the Apoſtle in a- 
moſt all his Epiſtles to the Churches, not 
only mentions theſe , Gifts, as what they  - 
themſelves had experienced, and wereſſ 
veſted with: But frequently directs and 
exhorts em to a right uſe and improve- 
ment of em; which implies an appeal ta: 
the Churches, that there were ſuch Gifts 
exerciſed among them. And what add 
ſtrength to the evidence is, that the Apo/tll 
reproves the Romans and Corinthians far 
their pride and conceit about theſe Gifts, 
which occaſion'd contentions and parties 
amongſt them (ſee Rom. xii. 3, 8. an 


> 
U 
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Pp Cor, xii, xiii, xiv Chapters.) Now 1 12, 
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ney; it be imagin'd, that any man in an Epiſtle 
to a Society, where there are heats and 
gif parties, would fo particularly have direct- 
ed em to the uſe, and ſo largely have re- 
prov'd them for the abuſe of ſuch Gifts,” 
s they muſt all know were not in any of 
3 This were not only ridiculous 
bnduR, but perfect diftraftion. And 
[what yet further ſtrengthens this evidence 
js, that the Apoſtle puts the truth of his 
Doctrine and his Apoſtolical authority upon 
This proof, when ſome of the Churches were 
in a great meaſure drawn away from his 
oſpel, and prefer d the Jewiſb falſe 
Hboftles with their -licentious Doctrines 
Pefore him. This was evidently the caſe- 
f the Corinthians and Galatians, and eſpe- 
ally the former, unto whom the Apoſtle 
rges this Argument again and again in 
his Firſt Epiſtle to em: And ſhews em 
hat if he was not an Apaſtlie to others, yer 
aubtleſs he was to them : For (ſay s he) 
the Seal of mine Apoftleſhip are ye in the 
ord, Chap. ix. 2. What this Seal or evi- 
ence of bis Apoſtleſhip was, appears from 
is Second Epiſtle, where he reſumes the 
lame * particularly in Chap. Xii. 
1925 * Truly the fins of un Apoſtle were 


wrought 


tage 
tra 
had 
1 al- 
not 


they 
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wrought among yeu, in SIG NSand WO N. 
DE RS and MIGHTY DEEDS: For i fo 
what is it wherein ye were inferior to other 
Churches £ And thus he puts the truth I 1j 
of his character and his 'Go/pel upon this b. 
ſingle evidence. Gal. iti. 1, 2, 5. O fooliſh tt 
Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye | 4 
ſpould not obey the Truth, &c. This only | 4 
would ] learn of you, Received you the SP I- et 
RIT by the works of the Law ; or by the | fr 
bearing of Faith © He therefore that mini- tl 
ſtreth to you the SPIRIT, and worketh | tt 

MIR AGLES among you, doth He it by 
the works of the Law, or by the hearing of | ul 
Faith, ? Now can it be conceiv'd, that the I 7: 
Apoſtle would put the proof of the Truth 
of his G:/pel, and his Apoſtolical character, IV 
upon Giks of the Holy Ghoſt, confer'd | V 
upon em by his inſtrumentality ; and that I ai 
in a diſpute with fal/e Apoſtles, rivalling r 
him in thoſe. Churches, when there were {| of 
no ſuch Gifts among em? Such a ſup- || tc 
ſition is the height of abſurdity. It was | w 
utterly impoſſible, that theſe Churches could | 61 
be impos'd upon in this matter: And it 
| was alſo impoſſible. to impoſe upon the 
World about em, who had all imaginable 
advantages and opportunity to * 
2 | eſe 
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theſe Facts, and to diſcover their truth or 
falſhood . | | | | 

Upon the whole, it's as clear as the 

light, that the World was not, could not 
be impos'd upon by theſe reports, when 
they were firſt publiſh'd. Whence the 
Apoſtle boldly makes that appeal to King 
Agrippa, Acts xxvi. 26. For the King know= 
eth of theſe things, before whom alſo I ſpeak 
freely : For I am perſuaded, that none of 
tbeſe things are hidden from him : For this 
thing was not done in a corner. : 

6. Wx have alſo good aſſurance, that 
theſe Narratives are handed down uncor- 
rupted unto the preſent time. | 
Tux actions recorded by the /acred 
Writers, were notably famous in the 
World, ſuch as procur'd great revolutions 
and alterations in States; and even turn d 
the World upſide down, by the converſion 
of ſo many from Superſtition and Idolatry, 
to the true worſhip of Gd. Whence they 
were worthy the critical notice of every 
one. The Records have been kept pub- 
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It any, would ſee this Argument more largely 

handled, they may read che foremention'd / 
-  'celtanen actin, from which T have taten chefe 
iff. X lickly 
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lickly in all ages ; and publickly preach'? 
by the Miniſters of Chriſt, which has given 


the moſt negligent enemy advantage to diſ- 


cover & detect any fraudulent depravation, 
or interpolation, had there been any ſuch. 

'AnD what makes this clearer, multitudes 
of moſt bitter Adverſaries have in every 
age been converted to Chriſtianity, who 
could not want means to diſcover any fraud 
of this kind; nor could they profeſs, and 
even ſuffer and dy for a known fal ſhood. 

Brsrors, the Doctrine taught in this 
preſſed Book, rendred the "profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity uncapable to corrupt it: No 
leſs than eternal damnation is therein de- 
nounced againſt him that ſhall add or di- 
miniſh one jot or tittle of the Sacred Canon. 
Should an Angel from Heaven teach any o- 
her Doctrine than what is there taught, he 
is pronounced accurſed. What temptation 
then could any have to vitiate theſe Re- 
cords, who kept them as their Rule of life, 
and Charter for future Glory? 

Tur that were friends to Chriſtianity and 
believ'd the Hiſtory of theſe Miracles, could 
not corrupt them, on, purpoſe to procure 


damnation to their own Souls, They that 


were enemies to Cbriſtianiiy and disbe- 


| Reyes theſe truths, would not corrupt 
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them, on purpoſe to prepare Armour a- 
gainſt their own Infidelity., From whence 
then could ſuch a depravation come, when 
the intereſt both of friends and enemies was 
every way ſo ſtrongly againſt it? 

Bur had any man, or Society of men, 
never ſo earneſtly defir d, and never ſo 
artfully attempted ſuch. an interpolation, 
it muſt have been without ſucceſs: For 
theſe Records in the very words of the 


Sacred. Penmen; were immediately in the 


hands of multitudes of People, tranſlated 
into e Languages, and diſpers d 
rough all Nations, which rendred it 
impoffible for the World to be im pos'd 
vpon, by ſuch fraud and villainy. Iwere 
eaſier to ſuppoſe, * a deſigning Knave 
could. corrupt our Magna Charta, frame 
a new bod dy of Laws for England, trump, 
them upon us, and wheedle us into the 
belief, that, theſe are and always have 
been the. Sas: of. the Nation; than to 
imagine..t e.corruptiun,in theſe Ha- 
Tutes of, Hee For the Statute- Books are 
the; hands gf but one Nation only: 
w Teſſament ( (as I obſerv'd) di- 
Peda TE World, and found in 


ic 


1988 copy or it to Ades 8 en * 
miraculous Faq 3 | 
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**Fnvs have we utmoſt certainty, that 
the Accounts of theſe Facts, now in our 
hands, are the uncorrupted Writing of the 
Ap tles and Fvangeliſts. And he us do we 
ſee the promiſe hitherto fulfilled, thar the 
Word of the Lord ſhalt endure for ever, even 
iat Mord which by the Gofpel i is preached 
anto us, 1 Pet. l. 5. 
| WE are now ere to centage; 15 
III. Prat thefe Miracles, which I have 


Zeſus rigs. both before and after His 
affion, a full evidence that He was 
Hm. 2 of God, and had Hs Alpe » from 
n 
Tus may be evinced by the follows 
2 conſiderations. MAT 6 
r. Tarsk Miracles are erbt the dort 
God Himſelf: His direct e Þ is plains 
y viſible in them.” Sat TER VI 
Ir it be poſſible for any 98 being to 
work a true Miracle, yet We eir 5 
cy muſt be always under troul: 
otherwiſe the 5 85 powers mig r\igter- 
rupt the revolutions of e 
A 


the World itito a chaos Mitac] 
therefore, res fe, be the infftrument 
agent, muſt be acknowleged 7beiworks 4 
Gd. Cod is Himſelf as near to the — 
. when 


prov'd to haye been wrought by our Lord: 


Sg 


e. 
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when He uſeth Inſtruments, as when He 
acts immediately without em. But I have 
put the preſent iſſue (as you heard before) 
= Miracles only, as are the im- 
rediate effects of Omnipotence; that there 

can be no room either for ignorante or 
malice, to raiſe any cavil in this cafe. If 
the Facts are true Cas I've already prova 
em to be) all the World muſt own; that 
re che wonderful works which did ſhew forth 
> {| rhemfelves in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; were 
lis | the mighty works of G; that thioſe /a- 
cred gifts which we have confider'd; were 

m certa Abe And that theſe did as 
I certainly diſcover Gods immediate efficien- 
cy, as tlie works of Creation. W hence it's 
certain, that our Lord Feſus had this ap- 
erbat on of the Deity, and this ſex? to 
Mis Cmmiſſion, that God did by Him; and 
He by His Apoſtles, perform fach ſtupen- 
gous works, as juſtly amazed the World} 
and infinitely exceeded the power of all 
: | ereated Angels. © And it was therefore” 4 
= {| juſt and natural infererice, made hy Mb 
demus, Joh. iii. 2..Rabbi, we Kn"wthat t bon 
art 4 Teacher come from God :. Fur tv. man 
can do theſe Miracles that bon, dot, _ except 


4 God be with him. RE WIR 
+ - Ca Ye 
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2. Iris, contrary, to, the goodneſs and 
faithfulneſs of Cod to juitify an Impaſtar, 
or confirm a falſhood by Miracles. 

Ir is impoſſible that we ſhould in this 
imperfect ſtate, have better evidence, that 
any Perſon or Doctrine is from Cod, than 
theſe Miracles are. By, theſe we have vi- 
ſibly before our eyes, God's own immediate 
agency ; We ſee the extraordinary diſplay 
of His Omnipotent power, ; we certainly 
know that there is the immediate finger of 
God in theſe, mighty wor. And. ur Lord 
voucher to His Doctrine and Authority. : 
He declares Himſelf to he the expected 
Melſiab; and theſe ſurprizing Wonders 
are wrought to confirm it. He publiſhes 
by His Dryer, Hip RelurreQion rom the. 
dead; and. His Aſcenſion into Heayen, 
Ha — alſo conficm'd by the TIED 
dence.; Both He and His Diſciples appeal 
to the /eu/es of. mankind, that He's ndoe 
what He declares Himſelf, the Son of God, 
and Lord of Life and Glory and tha 
He has indeed been declar d the Sn of God 
WEAR 77. H4 r/errefion fron. the 
dead. God juſtifies the appeal from Hea- 
ven, and gives the viſible Teſtimony of 
Miracles, both before and after His cruci- 
fixion, 
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fixion, that He is His beloved Son, in whom 
He is well pleaſed, Infidelity can therefore 
have no place of retreat. We muſt be- 
lieve in this Saviour, or disbelieve the At- 
teſtation of the God of truth. If we are 
deceiv'd, the deceit is inevitable; and the 
beſt men in the World, who have the moſt 
ſincere love to God; and deſpiſe whatever 
is deſirable or terrible, for His ſake and 
ſervice, are deluded in their moſt impot- 
tant concerns by God Himſelf. Now can 
it be imagin'd, can we entertain the leaſt 


thought, that infinite Holineſs would thus 
juſtify a fraudulent Impoſture; that infi- 


nite Truth and Faithfulneſs would thus ſeal 
7 a lie; and that infinite J#5/dom and 

oodneſs would thus give up the World to 
unavoidable error and deluſion ? No 
ſurely ! To refuſe this Teſtimony, is not 
only ſtupidity and madneſs, that tranſ- 
forms men into bruits ; but obſtinacy and 
malice, not far diſtant from the nature of 
devils. 

Tavs we ſee two moſt faithful 7/7 tneſſes, 
the power and veracity of God, depos'd to 
the truth of our Saviour's heavenly Miſſi- 
on. Whence we muſt diveſt our ſelves of 


reaſon and humanity, or yield to the ir- 
refiltible force of our Lord's Argument, 


2 Joh. 
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Joh. x. 3, 38. FI do not the works of "my 2 
Fat ber, believe me not: But if I do, though A 
ve helieve not me, believe the works, that z to 
may know and believe, that the Futber is in | 
me, and I in Him. id 
I may add to all this: 977% | 

Tnenx is no Religion under Heaven, & 
— can bring the atteſtation of Miracles | ea 
for its confirmation, but the Conf; * th 
ligion only. be 
„ Hx all the Patrons of Infidelity may di 
be challeng'd, to produce one inſtance I . 
ſince the creation of the World, that looks | M 
any thing like a parallel to the tale before in 
us. Let em ſearch all the Hi/ories of the fo 
pagen-deities.; let em call in the help of A 
the Alcoran, or what other legendary fa- I ne 
bles they pleaſe ; and bring convincing r 
proof of but one ſingle miracle wrought in I th 
confirmation of any other Doctrine. || 8! 
Im ſenſible they can produce rowentick m 
and fabulous Hiſtories enough, that will er 
diſcover the fruitful invention of the ob- W! 
{cure deceitful Autbors; ſuch as Phi- | 
loftratus's Life of Apollonius Tyanaus, || © 
Mabomet s night - journey to Heaven, and | th 
- the. infamous Pobifh Legend:: But what | 4 
atteſtation have they to the truth of theſe 
— and What to. confirm our heſiet of 


em; 
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em; but the bare reports of the unknown 
Authors ? Juſt as much as can be brought 
to prove the ſeventy years ſleep of Epime- 
nides, Lucian's true Hiſtory, or any qther 
idle Romance, 

Ir the wonders wrought by the Egyptian 
Sorcerers be here objected; the anſwer is 
eaſy. They were none of em Miracles of 
this ſuperior kind, which we have now 
been conſidering : none of em neceſſarily. 
diſcover'd the immediate agency of Di- 
vine Omnipotence. Beſides, they were im- 
mediately controlled by greater miracles, 
in which the Magicians themſelves were. 
forc'd to acknowlege the finger of God: 
And therefore they were an atteſtation to 
nothing elſe, but Satan's impotent malic 
and ſhameful foil. God ſerv'd Himſelf of 
theſe Wonders ; thereby taking occaſion ta 
glorify His own ſuperior. power. And He 
might probably permit them for that very 
end. No man could be deceived by em, 
when there was ſuch an obvious preſerva= 
tive. Upon the whole, I may ſum up this 
evidence, by applying of that Text to 
the preſent. caſe, in Joh. xv. 24. If Cbriſt 
bad not. done ſuch works as none other man 
could do, we had not had fin ; but now we have 
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Brronb I proceed to a particular Appli- 
cation of this Doctrine, I would here more 
ticularly obſerve, "that whatever has 

een ſaid to verify the Divine Mifſion of 
our Lord Feſus Chrift, may equally ferve 
to corifirm the truth and Heavenly origi- 
nal of the whole Chriſtian Religion. The 
 DoBrine, and the Perſon of Chrift, are au- 
| thorized of God, by the ſame ſeal of Hea- 
ven. If the Lord Feſus be indeed the Son 
ef God and Redeemer of mankind, His In- 
- Kitations muſt be worthy of His glorious 
Nature and Office. If the Apoſtles, and 
cher holy Writers, were indeed com- 
— and ini A of Him they were e- 
ally uncapable to deceive us, in an affair 

of everlaſting confequence. 

Ir it be demanded, how can we be cer- 
tain that the /h red Benmen were Divinely 
Fifpir's, in writing the New Teſtament 5 
I atiſwer, we have the fame aſſurance of 
5 as of the matters of Fat? by them re- 
orted. They themſelves atteſt it. They 

ve prov d themſelves perſons of probity 
And integriry. They could not be de- 
ceiv'd in this matter, but muſt certainly 
- Know Whether they were acted by a bea- 
veny Inſpirmiu or not. They could have 


no temporal abeement, to Gbtrude falſe 
Doctrine, 


Pre 
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Dactrine, any more than falſeH;foryupo pon us; 


M Cunzerianryr, 


but ſealed both with their Hood. And we 
have the ſame ſecurity, that both have been 


handed down uncorrupted to our times. 
To all which we have this additional 


evidence, that God declared from Heaven 


his approbation of their Dodrine, by the 


gifts of the Haly Ghoſt confer'd upon 


them. Chriſt, promiſed them this ſeal. to 
their 8 that the works that He 
did, they aul: da alſo ; and greater works 
than theſe, when He was gone to the Father, 

Joh. xiv. 12. And that He would ſend the 
promiſe af His Father upon them; aud endue 
them with Power from on high, Luk. xxiv 48. 
Which promiſe was viſibly verified to em. 
The Holy Spirit did ( as was promis d) 
deſcend from Heaven upon em, and in- 
ſtantly inveſt them with the knowlege of 
various Languages ( ſo that they could 
ſpeak them with their peculiar idioms and 
accents ) and with the ſeveral other gifts, 


which we have before conſider'd; where- *3 


by they were qualified to travel through 
the Nations, and univerſally publiſh the 
glad tidings of Salvation. And - wherer 
ever they went, they made the Gentiles 


bedient, by werd andideed,; through anighty 


Signs and Wonders, by e gur of the *. 
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of God, Rom. xv. 18, 19. They every where 


| 15 well pleaſed. 
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confirm'd their Doctrine, by leaving be- 
hind em ſome miraculous bleſſing, either 
upon the body, or mind, or both. Ser- 
ents were tamed, devils "ejected, the ſick 
ealed, and the dead raiſed at their word. 
And we have the moſt unqueſtionable evi- 
dence of theſe Facts, that we can have of 
any thing not done in our own ſight, as 
you heard before. We are therefore con- 
Krain'd to give a full and entire aſſent to 
all the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, as what 
God has born Witneſs to, both with ſgus and 
wwonders ;, and with divers Mirachs , and 

giſts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to His oon 
will, Heb. ii. 4. But it's time we draw 
toa deere 


CONCLUSION. 


THis Doctrine teaches us what indi- 
ſpenſable obligations we ly under, to a 
life of holy obedience to this precious Sa- 
viour, whom the Father bath ſanttified, ſen 
into the World, and thus inconteſtibly de- 
clar'd to be His beloved , in whom E 


We „has vviagle 


hope, What you have 
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with Philip, Toh. i. 45. Ne have found Him, 
of whom Moſes in the Law and the Prophets 
did write, eſus of Nazareth the ſon of Fo- 
feph. Whence you'll all be ready to ad- 
dreſs our Lord, in the language of Natha- 
nasl, Rabbi, thou art the Sn of God, thou 
art the King of Iſrael. But it concerns you 


alſo to conſider, that Chriſt came to ſave 


His people from their ſins, and not in them. 
He came to redeem us from all iniquity z and 
to purify unto Himſelf a peculiar people, ⁊ea- 
lons of good works, And the deſign of the 
Goſpel is, to turn men from darkneſs unto 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
Chriſtianity conſiſts not meerly in ſpecu- 
lation, but in practice. We muſt not on- 
ly give our aſſent to the truth of the Goſpel, 
but give up our hearts to Chriſt, The 
Faith which He requires, is not a light 
ſuperficial belief, that He is the Redeemer 
of mankind; but ſuch a Faith as will 
form us into ſubjection and obedience 
to Himſelf. 
Do we believe that 76/8 Chriſt is our 
only Saviour, what ſtupidity, what madneſs 
then is it, to reject or neglect Him, and 
His tendered Salvation, to retain our luſts 
and'periſh in them] Do we | believe the 
rruth of the Coſpel, and can we notwith- 
s k ſtanding 
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fand ing be deaf to all its gracious invita- 
tions; and deſpiſe all its promiſes and 
threatnings, as if they were meer Fables! 
Are we lifted up to Heaven by the exhi- 
bitions of ſo great a Salvation ; and ſhall 
we nevertheleſs caſt our ſelves down to 
Hell, by wilfully refuſing it, and prefer- 
ring our ſinful pleaſures before it | This 
is not only to reproach our holy profeſſion ; 
but to bring fuch a degree of guilt upon 
our. own Souls, as will render us moſt in- 
excuſable, and moſt aggravatedly miſera- 
ble at laſt. Let us therefore that name the 
name of Chriſt, depart from iniquity. Let 
His Throne be ſet up in our hearts, that 
all our faculties may bow down to Him. 
Let us chuſe Him for our portion, ſeek 
an intereſt in Him with importunate ear- 
neſtneſs and diligence, depend upon Him 
nus the Lord our Righteouſneſs, and live to 
Him with our whole hearts. If we thus 
come to Him, He will in no wife caſt us 


out: But otherwiſe, our moſt flouriſhing [| 


profeſſion will not ſecure us from having 
our portion with Hypocrites and Unbelier 

vers, in the day of Retribution. - © (1 
I am ſenſible, that there lies an'ObjeRiop 
yet in dur way: Some may be ready to 
ſay, Heu ſuall we know in what _ #0 
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to fly tothe hi of Chriſt for eleanſing, 
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ferve Chriſt to His acceptance? There are 

ſo many particular Sects and Parties a- 
mong profeſſed Chriftians, each of whom 
cenſure and condemn the other, that we 
know not where to find reſt for the ſoles 
of our feet; nor in which of theſe different 
paths, to ſteer our courſe for Heaven. 

T uls Objection, I confeſs, may procure 
trouble and difficulty to ſome ſincere and 
well- minded perſons; as well as offence 
and ſcandal to them of a wavering and 
unſettled Faith. I ſhall therefore fpend 
the remaining time before us, in obviating 
this difficulty; and in giving you plain di- 
rections, how you may be infallibly ſecure 
of ſerving Chriſt acceptably here; and of 
inheriting the reward of a patient conti- 
nuanoe in well- doing hereafter. 

1. Tux labour to make ſure of a true 
and lively Faith in Jeſus Cbriſt. 

No one of what ever St or Party ever 
did or ever will get to Heaven, without 


a true unfeigned Faith; nor will any true 


Believer, however denominated, fall ſhort 
of Eternal life. Faub trans forms the Soul 
into the Divine Nature; and G cannot 
be Uiſpleaſed with His own Image, where- 
ever it is. Our great concern therefore is, 


and 


i659 
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and to His Righteouſneſs for juſtification 3 
to ly at the footſtool of His grace, with a 
humble ſenſe of our own nothingneſs, and 
with importunate ſuits for the ſanctifying 
influences of His Holy Spirit, whereby we 
may receive Chriſt Feſus the Lord, and walk, 
in Him. If we are chargeable with many 
miſtakes, in matters not eſſential to Salva 
tion; yet being cloathed with the Righ- 
teouſne/s of Chriſt, we ſhall appear without 
ſpot aud blameleſs, the ſons of God, without 
rebuke, in the great day of trial. In that 
day it will not be enquired, Ibo is of 
Paul ? who of Apolics ? or who of Cephas 9 
But who is ſavingly united unto Feſis. 
Chriſt ? And then ſhall the promile be 
certainly verified, in Joh. iii. 16. That who- + 
ſoever believeth in Him, ſhall not periſh, but 
bave Everlaſting life, | 
2. Evipencs the truth and ſincerity of 
your Faith, by a boly and heavenly life. 
Fairy without Holine/s is as a carcaſe, 
without breath. I hoſoever is born of God, 
doth not (cannot) commit ſin, 1 Joh. iii. 9. 
The allow'd practice of any fin, either of 
omiſſion or commiſſion, is inconſiſtent with 
the quality and grace of a Regenerate 
ſtate. There is no middle betyeen a Saint 
and an Unbeliever: So that to entertains: | 8 
n | N hopes A 


oy 
- 
3 


of CuntsT1anity; 16g 
hopes of our juſtification, and yet live. an 
idle or ſenſual life, is to ' compaſs our ſelves 
about with ſparks of our own kindling, thas 
will expoſe us at laſt to ly down in ſorrow. 
The beſt means therefore to diſcover the 
fincerity of our profeſſion, and the ſafe 
of our ſtate is to ſew our Faith by our 
Works. If we are true Believers, our hearts 
are purified by Faith : And if we are pure 
in heart, we ſhall ſte Cod. Let us then 
walk as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, Let 
ns cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh 
and ſpirit, and perfect holineſs, in the fear 
of Cod. And God will approve Himſelf 
no reſpecter of perſons, but in every Nation, 
and in every Sect and Party, be that fears 
eth God and worketh righteouſneſs, foal be 
accepted of Him, Acts x. 34, 35. 9 
3. EmBracs and live upon thoſe Dor- | 
£ ines which tend moſt to  debaſe your 

N fetves, and magnify the free grace of God, 
e, Tux whole of our Salvation, from the | 
„ frſt corner ſtone, unto its compleat per- 
. | feRtion in Glory, is a continued ſeries'of 
infinite free Grace. By Grace are we ſi» 
h ved through Faith, and that not of our ſelves, 
e 
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it is the gift of God, Eph. ii. 8. 25 17 
ſhine forth in its brighteſt glory, if ſuch 


Built rebels, as we, are ſav and ſuch 
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120 hell: oh herefore if. 6, 955 hope to 
nd acceptance with our d Fefins Grip 
Ye muſt come to Him with an impr d 
En that we are fora and miſerable, and 
Mrete ched, an Hin and naked, that we 
deſerve nothing Hh wrath. ; and can do 
nothing that will entitle us to His favour, 
pe. muſt.come to Him both for power to 
rve Him, and for a gracious, acceptance 
þ our ſervices, for His own ſake, and not 
r ours. We. muſt remember that we are 
Indigent beggars, that live only upon Alms; 
that we are criminal lelinquents, that are 
* Rept. from. execution by, meer ſparing 
' Soodiie(s ; and therefore, have our whole 
— inc, upon Chriſt; to do all in us and 
s ;t0 be 15 God untous Wiſdom, Righ- 
neſs. Sa © 85 and Redemption. In 
a INOS N 7 muſt not depend upon works 
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ve ſome y x of other Expos d thoſe 
fundamental Ard es of our Faith ang 
pe, the Spoereignty of free Grace in, o 0 
275 ification, and the neceſſity of Chrift's | 
imputed Righreoufneſs, in order to out, Tuſti- 
fication and acceprance with God. Bur 2 
hul come not thou into their ſecret: mine bo- 
Jour, be not thou united to their ahm, who 
thus depreciate the grace of Cod, and the 


whole 55 and deſign of the Go/pel. 25, 
us avoid all ſuch errors, as moſt dangerous 
Aale, and quickſands, in ohr voyage to 
Heaven, whoever 'profeſs 'em, and with 
what colours ſoever they are painted: 4 
And venture our Salvation only upon un- 
merited Mercy, hoping to be juſtified freely 
"God's Grace, +hro h the Redemption that 
s in eſus* in, Rom. ili. 24. =--- Let 
Chriſt have all the glory of our Salvation 


e that ſhall, aſcribe Glory and N 
fr ever CLAN ever, 2 to Him” that Lived us, and 
aſhed. us ow our ſins in His aun Blood > 

and. mad; King, and Pries, unto Gil 
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Ley the Word of Chriſt be your Rule 
ef Worſhip, your Directory in the ſervice 
of God. Let it be your care to keep tbe 
Ordinances as they babs been delivered to you 


in the holy Scriptures ; And while you ad- 


Herd or Schiſm, /o worſhip you the God of 


Jour 


to walk in all the Commandments and Ordi- 


nances of the Lord, blameleſs, Luk. i. 6. Tho? 
the means of Grace may want all that ex- 
ternal pomp,. beauty, or ornament, that 
will recommend them to a carnal eye, as 
worthy of ſpecial regard; yet how weak 
and fooliſh ſoever they may appear, mag 


are the inſtitutions of God, which He wi 
therefore own and bleſs. It has pleaſed Gad 


by the fooliſhneſs of His Ordinances to ſave | 
them that believe, 1 Cor. i. 21. And we haves 
no reaſon. to hape for Salvation, in the” 
contempt or wiltul neglect of them. If 
we would find Chriſt, we muſt ſeek him 


where He walks, in the midſt of His golden 


Candleſticks, If we would inherit the 
bleſſing, we muſt watch daily. at Chriſt's: 
gates, and wait at the poſts of His derts. 
Whoever pretend any other way to Hea- 


ven, 


here to this Rule, be not aſhamed to 
confeſs, that after the way, which Jews cal 


r Fathers. It muſt be the character of 
every true Chriſtian, that he endeavours: 
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te on, than'this path « of Ordinances; which 
has mark d out for us, after The firſs. : 
and ſecond admonition rejet? them, © 

5. Conczxn your ſelves as little as poſi; r 
ble with matters of doubtful diſputation: 
Bur where you muſt be of a party chice the 
charitable ſide. 

Turks will be different ſentiments a-* 
mong Chriſtians, as long as we are on this 
fie kee We ſhall not come to an 
exact unity in all Articles of Faith, until 
that which is in part ſball be dos away ; 1 
and we know even as alſo we are known, Bus 
can't we bear with the different thoughts, 
as well as different completions of thoſe 
that agree with us in the eſſentials of 
Chriſtianity ; and receive one another, as 
Chriſt alſo received us, ta the glory of Gf 
Have we no way to approve our ſelves” 
Diſciples of the Priuce of Peace, but by 
wranglings, contentions, ſtrife and debateF 
This is a direct means to deſtroy all practi- 
cal Religion; and wholly root out all ſe- 
rious vital Piety, © | 

Ir's true, we-can't our ſelyes be of two 
contrary perſuaſions. It's of neceſſity, 
that we part ways with thoſe, in ſome - 
diſputed points, with whom we may agree 
jathe n main Foundations of our Faith ank 
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implore the directions of His Holy Spirit ; 
and wreſtle with Him by earneſt Prayer, 
that He will /earch us and try us, and ſee 


if there be any wicked way in us, and lead 
us in the way Everlaſting : 'That He will 


guide us by His counſel, and afterward bring 


us to glory. And in that way, we may 
with courage conclude with the Apoſtle, 
2 Tim. i. 12. J know whom I have truſted ; 
and am perſuaded, that He is able to keep 
that which I have committed to Him, againſt 
that day. | 
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